z 
= 
: 
I 
=z 
> 
es 
4 
my 
w 
= 
a 
8 
oS 
coy 
oD 
= 
a 
Ee 
© 
a 
o 
z 
=z 
z 
s 
a] 
é 
g 
= 
= 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN socc 


VOL. 19 No, 887 - TUESDAY JULY 21,1998 © recisteneD By AUSTRALIA POST— PUBLICATION NoNBas726 $2 .50 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN SOCG 


, AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUS- 


assorsvereenne test MEWS 
..Australian news 
Australian news 
Australian news 
Australian news 
...Australian features 
Australian wide results 


The French Revolution 
The French Revolution 


5-13 Garners Ave., Marrickville NSW 2204. 
Tel (02) 9562-0559. Fax (02) 9550-9332 
Email: soccer @foreignianguage.com.au 
Published every Tuesday by FLP Pty Ltd. 5-13 Garners Ave., Marrickville NSW 2204 


St, Bowen Hills Qld. 4006 Tel: (07) 3252-6011 

‘SOUTH AUSTRALIA: Advertiser Newspaper Ltd. 
‘Waymouth St, Adelaide SA 000 Tel: (08) 8218-9329 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Pan Hellenic 
Emporium, 67 James Street, Perth WA 6000. 
Tel: (08) 9328-4779 


Joanne El-Lakkis, Alamita Vea 
Alex Siafakas 


Owyght Tuttnell 
enn Davis 


WOMEN'S CORRESPONDENT-Janene Mar 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS:....Stuart Jones 
Andrew Akratos, Mark Fowler, Roy Hay, Joe 
Russo, Mark Stavroulakis, Daryl Katz. 

STAFF REPORTER:. john Economos 


Recommended and maximum price. 


permission of the publisher. 
‘The publisher accepts no 
responsibilty for unsolicited 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JULY 21, 1998 


form whatsoever is expressly 
forbidden without the written: 


manuscripts, illustrations or 
photographic material 

‘© Deadline for contributions, 
articles and advertising is 3 
‘days PRIOR to issue date, 


GLOBAL! P.19) 


SHEARER 
LEAVING 
GEORDIES?? 


Jan Shearer returns to Neweastle United for 
pre-season training this week with a host of 
top clubs, including Manchester United, 
closely watching him. 

The England skipper will be searching for evidence 
that manager Kenny Dalglish has built a trophy-winning 
team and has indicated he is not prepared to accept 
another season of struggle in the Premiership. 

Dalglish is likely to face a fight to hang. on to Shearer 
if his summer changes do not spark a revival, 

The 27-year-old is understood to haye a release 
clause in his contract and the club fear he will se it 
unless they quickly figure among the front-runners in 
the new season. There is speculation that Real Madrid, 
Barcelona, Inter Milan and Juyentu 
Manchester United, will queue for his servic 
son turns sour, 

‘The two Italian sides both tried to lure him when he 
moved from Blackburn to Newcastle in a then world 
record £15million move two years ago. Manchester 
United have twice failed to get his signature, losing out 
to Blackburn and Newcastle, 

France's Stephane Guivare’h will be the main focus 
of attention for Shearer when he resumes training. 
Guivare'h failed to score in the World Cup but had a 
prolific season in the French league and his link-up with 
Shearer will be crucial to Newcastle's hopes of mount- 
ing a title challenge, 

Shearer, worried about the lack of service from 
United’s midfield last season, is also looking for vast 
improvements in other departments, 

Dalglish would fight desperately to keep him, but a 
£20m bid would have to be seriously considered by a 
club whose share value has nearly halved in the past two. 
years. Newcastle have hardly set the transfer world 
alight this summer, Dalglish’s only signings to improve 
a side which missed relegation by a whisker have been 
Guivare’h, £520,000 midfielder Laurent Charvet, who 
was on loan to Chelsea last season, and former 
Sunderland goalkeeper Lionel Perez, who arrived on a 
free transfer, 

“Wor Alan’is Geordie through and through, so if he 
ever left his beloved Newcastle things must be bad. For 
England's sake the black and whites need to fire, and 
fire soon, because Alan Shearer is the nearest thing to 
perfect in the English game. 

For more UK news and stories turn to page 29 and 30 
of the Global Game section, Plus, on page 31, reminisce 
with us about how the game in the UK used to be. You 
know, when players’ salaries were reasonable and a 
Ford Anglia was the most a player could expect as a 
bonus, Ah those were the days... 
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Leaving Geordieland? 


| JOIN THE RANKS OF THE WORLD'S TOP SOCCER PLAYERS! 


REEDSWAIN 


t 


NOW AVAILABLE IN AUSTRALIA 
TOP COACHING BOOKS AND VIDEOS TO ENHANCE 


YOUR SOCCER SKILLS! 


AUSTRALIA 
NEW DUTCH COACHING VIDEOS 
DUTCH St 
iL 

40 Training games and drills for offensive soccer. 

Van Gaal and Co Adriaanse take their Ajax youth players through the 
small sided games designed to develop awarness of space, passing, and 
support, width, and tactical understanding. these 40 different offensive 
games will make your forwards sharper, midfield creative and defense 
eager to move forward. Excellent for goalkeepers, too, as they are put 
Under pressure and develop accuracy In their distribution of skills. This 
Instructional video has much to offer. $57.95 


#115; THE DUTCH SOCCER SCHOOL: PART 2 

ATTACKING FROM THE BACK 40 TRAINING GAMES AND DRILLS FOR 
ATTACKING SOCCER 

Packed with creative drills and small sides games, this video Is 
designed to develop numerical superiority. Overlapping, penetrating runs, 
Interchange, weak side runs, and pattern play, to create offensive minded 
defenders, are detalled through these practical and functional drills. 
Excellent for goalkeepers too, $57.95 


#111; DEFENDING THE DUTCH SOCCER SCHOOL: PART 3 
‘This third tape in the highly acclaimed “Dutch Soccer School Series” 
covers every aspect of defending. Each skill is isolated and then drills are 


given to each and reinforce the skills in small game situations as Chris 
Dekker takes his Feyenoord players through their defensive training regi- 
Mens. Graphics are used to show the lines and patterns of defensive 
Schemes. Video clips from Feyenoord vs Real Madrid youth team show the 
‘techniques taught. $57.95 


#112: CONDITIONING FOR SOCCER THE DUTCH SOCCER SCHOOL: PART 4 

CONDITIONING SPECIALIST FOPPE DE HAAN 

The fourth tape In this best selling series clearly demonstrates the 
Dtuich approach of undertaking most of their conditioning for soccer with 
a soccer ball, 

This comprehensive video will show coaches how to develop all aspects 
of thelr players’ fitness through conditioning in soccer training situations. 

Specific areas covered are: Endurance training through offensive pat- 


terns and intensive, pressure exercises for staying power. Anaerobic traln- 
ing for explosiveness, acceleration, and short bursts of speed through 
1v4, 2v 2, and offensive patterns. Interval training, running techniques, 
coordination training, and specific strength training — all designed spectf- 
ically for soccer and performed In soccer related situations. $57.95 


#118 BRAZILIAN SOCCER: SKILLS AND TACTICS WITH ZICO 

Zico demonstrates his legendary skills through clear, precise, 

demonstrations shown from different anges and in slow motion in this 
three volume series. 

‘The skills are taught with a series of drills to develop the techniques 
and confidence on the ball and under pressure. 

$57.95 each or $159.95 3 tape set. 


BRAZILIAN SOCCER: SKILLS & TACTICS WITH ZICO 

AT LAST!! A GREAT BRAZILIAN SOCCER COACHING TOOL (CD ROM) 

21/2 hours of interactive Video, In-depth analysis of Brazilian Skills and 
Tactics, Passing, Ball Control, Dribbling, Beating an g, Heading, Including 
Many Drills, Set Plays, Free Kicks, Corners, Throw-ins, Principles of 
offense, Midfield and Defense Play, Brazils Offensive and Defensive 
Taclcs, Tactical Formations, Game Plays and Patterns for Developing 
Tactics, Multimedia Index for fast search, Videos can be run full screen, 
‘Slow motion Options. $85.95 


#196: COACHING ADVANCED GOALKEEPERS 

WITH LUCIA MARCHEGIANI 

Italy's 1994 World Cup Keeper demonstrates all aspects of training 
advanced goalkeepers. Over 75 creative drills to take your goalkeeper to 
the next level. $57.95 


#135: GOALKEEPING DRILLS 

‘THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO BRILLIANT GOALKEEPING WITH PETER BONETTI 
AND NEVILLE SOUTHALL 

England's goalkeeper coach and former World Cup keeper Peter 
Bonetti exhibit the full range of goalkeeping skills $57.95 


NEW GERMAN COACHING VIDEOS 

#138; THE GERMAN ‘TOUCH’ 

Individual skill development; ball control, dribbling, and feinting - all 
the moves to beat a player, one to one. 3 tape set $57.95 each or 


$149.95 for complete set 


#126:PATTERN PLAY with Otto Baric 

Legendary German coach, Otto Baric, presents clearly defined drills 
aimed to develop your players’ skills and awareness of space and move- 
ment $88.95 


ITALIAN COACHING VIDEOS 

#105: COACHING THE 4:4:2 with Arrigo Sacchi 

Sacchi shows how to organise the fiat back four, zonal defence, pat- 
tern play, attacking as a compact unit & more. Filmed with slow motion, 
freeze frame and excelient graphics. $57.95 


#244: COACHING THE ITALIAN 4:4:2 AND ZONE PLAY 

COMPANION BOOK by Floriano Marziali and Vincenzo Mora 

This outstanding book from Italy covers every aspect of coaching the 
4;4:2 In great detail. Clear precise diagrams take you through every step. 
176 pages. $27.95 


#125: DEVELOPING CREATIVE ATTACKING MOVEMENT 

This excellent video starts by developing the player's first touch on the 
ball then bullds play through a selection of drills to bulld attack through 
possession. This unique coaching tool is designed for the coach interested 
in developing all aspects of today's soccer player. $57.95, 


HE AJAX TRAINING METHOD. 
See how AJAX PLAYERS master technique and have extra starting 
‘speed and acceleration. See RIJKARD, KLUIVERT, SEEDORF, BLIND, 
van der SAR in these excellent two (2) part video series. 


THE AJAX TRAINING METHOD 
#A091 Part 1 CO J] IN 
Related exercises, drills and small sides games to develop total 
body coordination, footwork and agility with and without the ball. 


THE AJAX TRAINING METHOD. 
#A092 Part 2 SPEED Lt 


Over 300 exercises and drills designed specifically for players to 
develop and maintain speed, explosing, acceleration, change of pace 
and recovery. 

$59.95 per tape or set $112.95 


BRAZILIAN SOCCER BOOK 

#177; THE PRINCIPALS OF BRAZILIAN SOCCER by Jose Thadeu 

‘Thadeu Gonclaves played pro soccer in Brazil for five years and Is cur- 
rently the Coaching Director of the BRUSA International Soccer institute. 
This book details the progressions of technical skills and principals of 
Brazilian soccer. $31.95 


#163; TRAINING SOCCER CHAMPIONS by Anson Dorrance 

This excellent hard back book Includes chapters on team organisation, 
training, player management and tactics plus managers’ stat pack and 
computer analysis. $49.95 


#287: TEAM BUILDING 

Top Dutch coaches reveal the secrets of team building, technical team 
building, how to deal with team conflicts, the team vs the individual, 
cohesiveness off the pitch and more, $18.95 


#175: THE COACHING PHILOSOPHIES OF LOUIS VAN GAAL AND 
‘THE AJAZ COACHES 

Louls van Gaal, goalkeeper coach Frans Hock and others discuss their 
training methods and philosophies. $27.95, 


#193: DUTCH SOCCER DRILLS VOL 1 

Edited by Richard Kentwell 

180 of the best drills from Holland for developing creative, attacking 
soccer $24.95 


#194; DUTCH SOCCER DRILLS VOL 2 

COMBINATION PLAY AND SMALL SIDED 

This further collection of 180 creative offensive combination play drills 
and small sided games, contributed by Holland's top coaches, To help 
Ep the player's tactical understanding, skills and confidence 

4.95 


#185: THE COMPLETE HANDBOOK OF CONDITIONING FOR SOCCER 

Acomplete guide to developing every aspect of conditioning for soccer 
players. 

Europe's top socer conditioning specialists discuss soccer strength 
training, speed training, endurance training, pre-season conditioning and 
more. Over 250 pages $36.95 


#228 COORDINATION, AGILITY AND SPEED TRAINING FOR SOCCER 

This outstanding two-tape set provides step-by-step progression of 
‘over 200 exercises from which soccer coaches will receive many valuable 
training ideas to increase players’ speed, agility, balance, and footwork. 
The exercises in each 50 minute tape are systematically arranged. 
Includes selected clips from German matches to clearly illustrate skills dis- 
cussed. $57.95 each or $99.95 for both. 


‘Fhe best the world has to offer. 
SOCCER VIDEOS & BOOKS 


BANK CHEQUES AND MONEY ORDERS SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO 
REEDSWAIN AUSTRALIA 
MAIL TO REEDSWAIN AUSTRALIA, BOX 32, 
RIVERWOOD, NSW 2210 
EXTRA FOR POSTAGE AND PACKAGING 
ALLOW 10-15 DAYS WORKING DAYS FOR DELIVERY. 
ALL ENQUIRIES PH: (02) 9584 2201 FAX: (02) 9584 0790 
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OLYROOS 
DISASTER! 


By John Economos 


wo squad members of Raul Blanco’s Australian 
Olympic Games squad that is currently on tour of 
South America, were late last week sent back to 
‘Australia due to injuries sustained on tour. 

Striker Archie Thompson (Gippsland Falcons) suffered 
strained ligaments to his right knee whilst defender Con Blatsis 
(South Melbourne) has sustained an injury to his Achilles 
tendon. 

Both players have now arrived back in Victoria to have their 
injuries treated by their respective sports specialists. 

‘The Australian Olympic team has still to win a'match having 
Jost to San Lorenzo (Argentina) 1-0 and to Chilean side 
Universidad Catolica by the same scoreline. 

"The Aussie side in fact did play a third match, 2 friendly hit 
out, (in Argentina), which they won by a massive 10-0 against « 
scratch side called Maccabi. 

Late last week almost the whole squad was struck down by @ 
virus which spread quickly throughout the Aussie camp. 

‘Australia plays the Chilean Olympic team tomorrow morning 
(Wednesday a.e.s.t.), much earlier than originally agreed to as 
the Chilean squad must this week depart for a tour of Europe. 

This match will be followed by a game against Audax, a side 
isthe first division in Chile. 

Meanwhile, SBS’ Head of Television Mr Peter Cavanagh 
speaking on the current issue of television rights to Australian 


Soccer, would only state: “This is now in the hands of Soccer 
Australia. 

“SBS has expressed its desire in retaining its existing rights to 
all Australian Soccer. 

“We are still waiting to hear from Soccer Australia.” 

As reported in ABSW last week, it’s almost certain that 
Soccer Australia some time this week will release details of a 
new deal struck with the Seven Network. 

It’s anticipated that the Seven Network will be granted the 
new and exclusive telecasting rights for both the domestic 
League as well as all of Australia’s intemationals. 


SOCCER’ 


AUSTRALIA 


MAROCCH 


JOINS 


By Richard Kreider 


‘oul can’t keep a good man down, so they say, and 

despite being dumped by Perth Glory at the end of 

last season, the name Gary Marocchi will 

materialise once more in 1998/99 when he takes up 
‘a media position with a Perth newspaper. 

“I won't be lost to the game.” he said on his return from a 
holiday in France, 

The former Glory coach, who also skippered the Socceroos as 
tan attacking midfielder during the late-seventies, will have his 
‘own soccer column in the local Sunday Times, due to commence: 
two weeks prior to the opening round of fixtures. 

“The column will talk about the games, player movements 
plus any other issues relating to the Ericsson Cup,” said 
Marocchi, who completed two of a three year contract before 
being relieved of his coaching post, after guiding Glory to eighth 
on the 1997/98 Ericsson Cup table. 

He was nominated for the Coach of the Year Award the 
previous season, 

Ironically former West Adelaide and now West Ham United 
star wing-back, Stan Lazaridis, also has a column in the same 


EDIA 


paper, where he publicly tipped from day one that France will 
left the World Cup trophy. 
He has since forecast his team The Hammers will be lifting 


some of the silverware this season, a prediction that too may bear | 


fruit, especially now that the London club picked up some 
impressive signings during the off-season, including that of 
former Arsenal striker Ian Wright. 

Meanwhile, one of Perth Glory’s favourite players, star 
sweeper Vinko Buljubasic, has given the club a boost by signing 
‘a new two year contract despite attracting interest from a 
European club, 

“This is great news for the club,” said Glory general manager 
Roger Lefort. 

At one stage we had enquiries from Belgium club Lokeren 
about Vinko and it looked like we might lose him, Vinko had an 
excellent rapport with the supporters and I know they are going 
to be delighted now that he is staying,” Lefort said. 


“T have always said it was my aim to play finals football with | 


Glory and I'm confident that will be the case,” said Buljubasic, a 
former Melbourne Knights and Olyroo star. 
“The fans in Western Australia are the best in the country and 
1 am thrilled at the prospect of the coming season.” Buljubasic 
has made over 130 appearances in the National League 
competition, 48 with the Perth club. 
Glory has also secured the services 
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of Melbourne-based Vasko 
Trpcevski, a 22 year old midfield 
player who has recently be turning 
out for Victorian premier league club 
Altona Magic. 

“Vasko will bring greater depth to 
the squad and add to our options,” 
said Lefort. 


midfield.” 

Magic are currently in second 
place behind title favourites St 
‘Albans Saints with a only couple of 
games remaining. 


a 


(02) 9§ 62 0500 
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“He has had experience playing in 
Portugal playing right or left side of 


eedswain Australia now have a 

superb range of coaching videos, 

CD Roms and books that will help 

players and coaches master the 
greatest game in the world. 

Enjoy for yourself a world of Soccer 
| techniques, knowledge, tactics, skills, team 

building and conditioning courtesy of some of 
| the greats of the world game. 

Learn from the Dutch masters, Brazil's 
Samba Soccer and heaps more. Reedswain 
have the best coaches to help your game. Louis 
Van Gaal (master Dutch coach ex-Ajax) Arrigo 
Sacchi (former Italian and ex-AC Milan 
supremo), Zico the Brazilian legend and 
assistant national coach of Brazil, plus Otto 
Baric, the great German coach, 

One look at the World Cup will see that the 


Brazilians, Dutch, Germans and Italians have 
great skill levels and an inbred knowledge of 
the right tactics for success, so find out for 
yourself with Reedswain Australia. 

Plus for keepers, legendary English Premier 
League and international custodian Neville 
Southall and former Chelsea and English 
international Peter Bonetti, as well as Italy's 
USA 94 custodian Luca Marchegiani give you 
the insights that only quality keepers are able to 
impart. 

See for yourself Dutch drills, Italian tactics, 
German pattern play and Brazilian techniques, 
all from the world’s highest quality players and 
coaches, 

Ideal for Australian coaches and players. See 
ad on page three for all the details or check out 
their website at www.reedswain,com.au. 

Learn the secrets to real success in the 
World Game with Readswain Australia. 
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Australian News 


D’AVRAY SAYS 
G'DAY TO WA! 


By Richard Kreider 


hile Perth Glory’s new coach 

Bernd Stange winds up his 

business commitments in 

Germany before heading down 
under on July 30th, his assistant Mich 
(Mish) d’Avray jetted into Perth last week to 
take up the new appointment of 
Development Manager. 

When d’Avray was faced with a career 
Choice as a teenage would-be professional 
Footballer, he decided on a team with an 
established reputation for giving youth a go. 
Now, he aims to develop a similar set-up for 
Glory. 

“When I was 15, I chose English first 
division side Ipswich Town because they gave 
the young players a chance,” said d’Avray who 
went on to play 250 games for Ipswich and was 
granted a testimonial in 1989, 

“Nowadays, Manchester United are doing 
the same thing, showing how important it is to 
combine talent developed within the club 
alongside the big name signings. 1 want to help 
Glory attract the very best young talent, 
especially local players. 

“We have to increase the competition for 
places in the squad,” he said. 

D’Avray certainly knows a good player 
when he sees one, having worked with the 
cream of South Africa’s crop as coach of the 
under-23 side which is currently preparing for 
the Sydney 2000 Olympics. 

“As far as I’m concemed, if a player is good 
enough then he is old enough, 

“England's latest sensation Michael Owen 
proved that at France 98,” said d’ Avray. 

“Tam well aware Australia has an 
abundance of talented soccer players, the fact 
that you have over 130 playing overseas is 
testimony to that. 

“T cannot see no reason why WA could not 


MUNRO COURTING FR@Rit tran League Trials 


produce many more players, and this is where I 
come in, And the day the National League 
becomes fully professional is when the game 
will finally take off since the players will no 
longer need to go overseas to eam a living off 
the sport,” added d’Avray who has been to, 
Australia on a number of occasions, including a 
meeting with Olyroo coach Raul Blanco last 
year at the Australian Institute of Sport. 

Now, after coaching in Holland, America 
and his birthplace Johannesburg, the 36 year 
old has decided to go for permanent residency 
in Australia with his wife and two sons, 

“Since I am a sports freak and I believe most 
of you Aussies are the same, I'm confident of 
settling in well here,” he said. 

Recently, he was a spectator at the Atlanta 
Olympics, watched and was amused by an 
Australian Rules Ansett Cup exhibition match 


in Cape Town earlier this year between | 
Fremantle Dockers and Brisbane Lions, and 
was at Subiaco Oval last weekend when rugby 
giants Wallabies did battle with the 
Springboks. 

D’Avray saw most of France 98 from his 
armchair and rated the tournament as the best 
he has ever seen, 


YOUNG FALCONS 


By Dwyght Tufinell 


‘ew Gippsland Falcons coach Stuart 
Munro hopes to have both Joe 
Tricarico and Levent Osman 
signed up within the next couple of 

weeks, 
As yet neither player has commited himself 
to the club; something Munro is keen to see 


happen quickly. 


“These are two boys I really want to stay,” 
he said. 

“P’ve been continually speaking to them, and 
hopefully they’ll accept.” 

Tricarico, in particular, is the player that 
Munro wants to stay with the Falcons. 

“If I could have him for a year, I’m sure I 
could make him into a very good player. For his 
age, it’s a very good contract that’s been put in 
front of him.” 

Munro said that Osman, currently in South 
‘America with the Olyroos, was “very positive” 
about signing a new contract shortly before he 
left. 


“I don’t want to lose them, but I’ve got 
replacements in mind if I do, but I'd really love 
to have these two boys here.” 

The Falcons are likely announce some new 
signings later this week, probably players out of 
the Victorian Premier League. 

“T've been watching the Premier League 
guite closely” said Munro, “there are quite a 
few players I'd be interested in.” 

Munro said that he had his eye on a 


goalkeeper and a defender. He has also spoken 
to players at the VIS who are from the La Trobe 
Valley area. 

“It would be ideal to have local players on 
board, perhaps next season.” 

And in other news Melbourne Knights have 
finally appointed a new coach for the upcoming 
season. 

Vid Horvat, a former player with the club in 
the 1970s takes over from Ken Worden. Horvat 
has coached in the United States and Canada 
and has a one-year deal with the Knights. 

Alan Davidson and Jan Dobson had been 
favourites to get the job but the Knights decided 
on Horvat, who is apparently keen to develop 
juniors at the club. 

And finally, South Melbourne goalkeeper 
Michael Petkovic will return to Lakeside, for 
‘one more season at least. He wasn’t signed after 
a trial with Belgian team Club Brugge and has 
come back to Australia. Fausto De Amicis 
however is still in Europe, but South Melbourne 
coach Ange Postecoglou is hoping to hear from 
him some time this week. 

Meanwhile, the club will make a decision on 
anew logo very shortly. 

Three logos were shown to the members at a 
meeting on Sunday to find a replacement for 
their old ‘Lakers’ badge. 

South were asked to change its logo after 
complaints from American basketball club LA 
Lakers. 


KOSSY 


NOW A 


QUEENSLANDER 


By Glenn Davis 


fter just three years coaching at national league 
level, soccer great John Kosmina has reached 
the pinnacle of Australian club coaching 
following his appointment to head the Brisbane 
Strikers for the next two seasons. 

Kosmina, who replaces Frank Farina who departed to take 
up a coaching appointment with Marconi, rates the Brisbane 
Strikers coaching job as the plum position in Australian club 
football. 

“The Brisbane Strikers is such a prestigious club, I 
believe the coaching position to be the best coaching job in 
Australia,” Kosmina said. 

Kosmina has been coaching for the past three seasons at 
Newcastle Breakers where, ironically, he replaced former 
Brisbane Strikers coach Bruce Stowell. 

Strikers chairman Tan Brusasco is delighted with the 
appointment which coincided with a renewed sponsorship 
deal with Korean car manufacturing giant Hyundai. 

The veteran of 102 matches for Australia, Kosmina steps 
into the shoes of Farina knowing he has a difficult task after 
the Strikers disappointing season last year. 

Farina took over from Stowell two seasons ago and in his 
first year won the Ericsson Cup grand final before a massive 
46,000 crowd at Suncorp Stadium. 

However, Farina went from hero to villain in one season 
as the Strikers’ failed to live up to their Grand Final winning 
year last season, partly due to Farina’s loss of field time 
through injury and the absence of several experienced 
defenders (including Alan Hunter who departed to Carlton). 

With Hunter touted as a possible return to Brisbane for 
the upcoming season and the bulk of last season's players, 
mixed with a superb blend of youth, Kosmina will have the 
necessary ingredients for a good season. 

Kosmina said he was satisfied a title was within 
Brisbane's reach with the current crop of players, despite 
their performance last year which saw them slip from 
premiers to third bottom on the NSL ladder. 

The Strikers may look interstate for one or two signings, 
but Kosmina said he would prefer to develop the talent he 


had. 

“This is one of the best jobs in the country, if not the best 
job in terms of coaching,” he said. 

“In Queensland it’s one team, one state and you've got a 
huge depth of talent to work with. 

“Last year was always going to be a difficult one for the 
Strikers in terms of following up from the title-winning 
year. 

“They lost people to retirement and injuries ... and a lot of 
expectation fell upon shoulders that probably weren't broad 
enough to bear the responsibility at the time. 

“Having gone through that experience, I think some of the 
kids have matured and we hopefully can rebuild from there.” 

Kosmina brings a wealth of experience with him to the 
Strikers and is well respected by his peers. 

Adelaide born, Kosmina started playing soccer at the 
relatively late age by modern day standards, at ten, with 
Largs Bay Primary School. 

He debuted in the then Philips League in 1977 for West 
Adelaide before heading overseas for a 12 month stint with 
English first division giants Arsenal. 

Kosmina returned in 1979 to West Adelaide for one 
season before enjoying a five year stint with the then 
glamour Sydney club Sydney City, formerly Hakoah. 

“Kossy” finished his playing days with another great 
Australian club, Apia in 1989 after spending one season 
with Sydney Olympic. 

Until last season, Kosmina held the record of 133 goals 
scored in the national league, until it was overtaken by 
former Brisbane Strikers veteran Rod Brown, 

During a brief break from coaching or playing, Kosmina 
turned his skills to media doing commentary stints with 
Sydney radio stations 2KY and 2GB as well as appearances 
on ABC television and in the print media with The 
Australian. 

In 1992 Kosmina was assistant coach at Sydney Croatia, 
then from 1993-95 was head coach for the Warringah 
Dolphins in the New South Wales State League before he 
made the move to Newcastle. 

Kosmina is well aware of the abundant talent available in 
Queensland soccer. 


AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
SOCCER LEAGUE 


Paul Okon (Lazio / ITALY & Socceroos) — Steve Corica (Wolverhampton / ENGLAND & 
Socceroos) Mark Schwarzer (Middlesbrough / ENGLAND & Socceroos). Just a few of the long list 
of players that started their illustrious football careers at Marconi. 


The next wave of Australian Soccer talent is being groomed now and the opportunity to be a part of 
this action is solely up to you. The Marconi Fairfield National Youth League team trials will be 


conducted on the following dates. 


In order to best diagnose your potential, please note your Year of Birth Trial Time when attending. 


DAY 
MONDAY 


DATE 
3 August, 1998 


WEDNESDAY 5 August, 1998 
FRIDAY 7 August, 1998 


WHERE ? 
WHAT TO BRING ? 


YEAR OF BIRTH 


TRIAL TIME 
6.00pm 
8.00pm 


1981 and 1982 
1979 and 1980 


1981 and 1982 
1979 and 1980 


6.00pm 
8.00pm 


1981 and 1982 
1979 and 1980 


6.00pm 
8.00pm 


* Back Fields at Marconi Stadium (Fields No. 2 & 3) 


* Playing Gear (Boots, Shinpads etc...) 


* Determination and Enthusiasm 


lf you were born in any of the above years and believe you have the ability and determination to 
play soccer at the top level in Australia, simply turn up to the venue on the aforementioned dates. 


For further information, contact the Marconi Soccer Office on 9823 2222 
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Australian News 


IT’S ALL GO 
AT OLYMPIC 


’s almost like there are two new clubs in Sydney! 
Northern Spirit we know, yet Sydney Olympic are in the 
process of reinventing themselves, clearly designed to 
take this grand old club of Australian Soccer into the 

new millennium, 

T'll resist the Star Trek phrase ‘to boldy go .,.’, but they are 
certainly moving in a new direction with vigour and alacrity. 

New logo (pictured below), new players, new administration, 
new marketing ideas and an overall new approach that General 
Manager Frank Martin believes will “bring the fans back to the 
terraces.” 

‘The new logo, which retains an “Olympic” feeling from the 
past, also incorporates the well-known city icons, Sydney Opera 
House and Centrepoint Tower, similar to the use of the same ele- 
ments in the city’s leading clubs in Australian Rules and 
Basketball — the Swans and the Kings. 


‘The new design, commissioned from the ad agency, Impact 
Advertising, is an unabashed attempt to keep up with, and sur- 
pass, fellow Ericsson Cup clubs throughout Australia, especially 
in the national merchandise sales arena expected to be generated 
in the next few years through the Ericsson Cup’s national mer- 
chandising program initiated through Gaffney International. 

On the park, newly-signed coach Branko Culina has attracted 
overseas-based Aussie Adem Poric, Hamilton Thorp, plus bril- 
liant keeper Jim Kourtis from Gippsland Falcons. And, of 
course, the side features arguably the most exciting player in 
Oceania, Brett Emerton. 

Nevertheless, it is not all change, with sponsors from the past 
pledging their ongoing support. Most pleasing for the club is the 
retention of the UTS Union as a major sponsor following the 
expiration of their three-year deal as naming rights sponsor. The 
decision of the new owners to revert to the Sydney Olympic 
name for future seasons removed the main benefit to the UTS 
Union involvement as major sponsor. 

However, the Union executive believe the benefits from major 
sponsorship are well worth the investment. As such Olympic 


SMYRNIS 


& Co SOLICITORS § 


Ph: 9552 6288 Fax: 9660 7349 
@ 91 GLEBE POINT RD, GLEBE 

@ Ist floor, 196 Stacey St, BANKSTOWN 
@ Ist floor, 2-6 Regent St, KOGARAH 
@ Ist floor, 83 Bronte Rd, BOND! JUNCTION 
Tel: 9388 0222 


will carry the Union’s crest and name on their playing shorts. 

“There are many other benefits which will benefit our 26,000 
members,” according to UTS Union President, Tim James. “The 
members receive free entry to home games at Belmore and we 
‘are most appreciative of the support given to our own soccer 
teams from the coaching staff at Olympic,” James said. 

The club confirmed that all jersey sponsors had again resigned 
for the 1989-99 Ericsson Cup season. Secom Australia and Thai 
Airways will again grace the back of the jersey for the forthcom- 
ing season, whilst fine furniture retailer, Lombardy Furniture, 
will replace Coverforce on the jersey sleeve. 

And Lotto has been confirmed as the club’s official gear sup- 
plier for the 1998-99 season. Lotto came abroad last season for 
the first time and finished up out-fitting the senior and junior 
teams at Olympic. 


Captain Courageous ... Peter Tsekenis, Olympic's 
skipper for the new season. 


Additionally, Belmore Sports Ground will again host to 
Olympic for its'14 home games this season with a draft draw 
from Soccer Australia suggesting Olympic’s first home game 


will be against 1996-97 Ericsson Cup champions, Brisbane | 


Strikers (coached by John Kosmina) on Sunday, 18 October. 

The Ericsson Cup season commences the previous weekend, 
but Olympic have opted for a second round clash as their first 
home encounter to allow the ground to recover after the National 
Rugby league season use by Canterbury Bulldogs. 

“The public are looking for more entertainment value for their 
admission dollar,” according to Martin, “and the club has estab- 
lished a special operations committee to address this issue.” 

Sydney Olympic FC announced the launch of an ambitious 
plan to attract the club's supporters back to Belmore Sports 
Ground through an incentive seasons ticket purchase, looking to 
attract 5,000 supporters under the program. 

‘As well as its traditonal base, the club’s new operating com- 
mittee (under the guidance of Chairman, Gary Peroy, livewire 
Board member, Suzie Danias, and members of the UTS 
(University of Technology, Sydney) Union student body) are 
directing their energies to attract a “new” supporter base. Their 
target is the 25-45 year old age group living in the inner city sub- 
urbs, eastern suburbs and the southern districts. 

It is a well worn cliche in Australian Soccer that Sydney 
Olympic is the ‘sleeping giant’ of our NSL. With the new struc- 
tures in place (see our story on the Olympic Youth Academy on 
page 8) the sleeping giant has been woken up, with the famous 
chant “Oh-lym-pic” just round the comer. 80 days to go till the 
new era begins. 
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4,000 GET 
THE SPIRIT! 


By Aidan Ormond 


a shared feeling’ (Collins 
dictionary 1997). For an 

Australian Soccer club that has yet to 

kick a ball, their inaugural ‘Family 
Fun Day’ last week was shared by an 
impressive 4,000 fans. For many this was 
their first experience of an Ericsson Cup 
club. 

Yes, Northern Spirit, one of the most talked 
about sides in Australia is off and running. For 
those unfamiliar with Sydney, the club is based 
in the city’s north shore, and while they wel- 
come supporters from all over NSW, are build- 
ing a support base in the previously untapped 
northern of Sydney. 

These really are exciting times for Sydney 
Soccer, and without sounding too much like a 
publicist the city really is in for an action- 
packed season, in line with its status as the 
“Olympic City’ 

Sydney Olympic are rebuilt and full-time 
professionals; Marconi are getting stronger on 
and off the pitch (new coach Frank Farina, need 
I say anymore); and Sydney Utd are always 
dangerous. 

Spin’s family fun day featured celebrities in 


a celebrity soccer match, face painting, bands, 
music and all Spirt players were there mingling 
with the many new fans. Even the French 
Deputy Consul General, Dominic Lopez, was 
there as a special guest. 

The celebrity game was a hoot. Olympic 
swimmer Chris Fydler played very well, crick- 
eter Gavin Robertson showed style, League's 
Desy Hasler exhibited top skills (calling him- 
self ‘Desaldo’!) and Netball star Vicky Roberts 
obviously enjoyed herself. Even David Hill 
pulled the boots on, much to the enjoyment of 
certain sections of the crowd! 

After the game, Spirit’s dynamic media man, 
David Mason, said to ABSW that he was blown 
away by the public's response, adding that “we 
knew the people of Northem Sydney would get 
behind us, but 4,000 was beyond my expecta- 
tions. 

“Hopefully it is a sign of how successful this 
club will be in its debut year and in following 
years.” 

In another promotional day, Northern Spirit 
played a charity match in Bowral for cancer 
patients last Sunday. Jimmy Bares and Peter 
Garrett-were also involved in the game that was 
enthusiastically received by the local fans. 

At this stage ‘Spirit’ would appear to be an 
apt name for this new club. 


Spirit Soccer at North Sydney. 


-C’MON | 


DOWN! 


‘ow that the World Cup is over 

Soccer in Australia will capitalise 

on the huge interest shown, Grand 

Final runners-up Carlton have a 
growing band of supporters who are reach- 
ing out to Melbourne’s sports-mad public 
with the team’s supporters forming a sup- 
porters’ club, 

Composed of soccer fans from all back- 
grounds, the supporters club will organise 
social events, welcome new members, negoti- 
ate special offers for the fans, cheer the side on, 
give you inside news on the team that made the 
Finals in its first season, and help make soccer 
at Optus Oval a memorable event. 

Eyeryone is welcome to join - after all this is 
the world game! Are you new to Melbourne, 
want to make friends? What a great way of 
doing it while enjoying one of the League’s 
strongest sides. 

Together with the Champions South 
Melbourne — one of the nation’s oldest and 


most successful clubs — Carlton make soccer- 
watching a réal pleasure, and the derbies 
between these two top sides area highlight of 
the Melbourne sporting calendar, attracting 
huge crowds and great interest. 


Duncan Mckenzie and his Carltor 
Supporters will meet you at the game and make 
you feel welcome and they. will do everything 
to make it enjoyable. 

The season starts in just 80 days. Socce! 
Rules in Melbourne! 


@ ABSw 


Australian News 


- SCOTT GETS 
THE SPIRIT 


By John Economos 


cotty Ollerenshaw, the former 
Australian international flank 
goalscorer who currently 
plays in Malaysia with club 
side Negri Sembilan, has signed to 
play for Northern Spirit for the com- 
ing new Ericsson Cup season. 
Ollerenshaw who is returning to 
Sydney in five weeks at the end of the 
Malaysian season, stated: “We haven't 
had a good season this year and are lan- 
guishing down the ladder. Gus Cerro is 
still with us. 
“AIL the other Aussies playing in 
Malaysia have had a mixed season. 
“For example the current League 
champions Sarawak, coached by Alan 
Vest, are having a nightmare of a sea- 
son, 
“They have crashed this year to the 


bottom of the League as they have been 
hit by a large streak of injuries and 
many players have retired and not been 
replaced, 

“Their star striker and former 
Sydney Olympic player Alistair 
Edwards, has had a bad season. 

“Alistair has been out of action for 
eight weeks as he had to undergo an 
operation on his ankle. 

“Pahang is leading the Malaysian 
League by 10 points with Kedah in sec- 
ond spot whilst the giant Malaysian 
Cup winners Selengor who are skip- 
pered by Mehmet Durakovic, are in 
fourth position,” 

As for the Aussie coaches, Scott 
says: “Well Ronnie Smith and Steve 
Darby are doing quite OK really. 

“Smithy is with Johore whilst Darbs 
has the other Johore side (state), Both 
are in the second division, and both 
sides aré in equal third spot in their 


League.’ 

But with the financial crisis that has 
hit Asia the past year, many ‘foreign’ 
players have been asked by their 
respective clubs to leave at the end of 
the season as most of their contracts are 
expressed in foreign currencies which 
has made their retention far too expen- 
sive. 

Ollerenshaw went on to exemplify: 
“For instance former Chelsea and 
England centre-back Steve Wicks who 
last season coached Selangor to win the 
Malaysian Cup, could not be afforded 
this season and was released back to 
England. 

“T have three players, a Scot, a 
Yugoslay and an Englishman, that all 
now want to come and play in 
Australia,” ended Scotty. 

For more Asia news go to page 21. 


WOLVES FOR 


GKAND 


FINAL, 


SAYS KOSTA 


By Phil Murphy 


osta Salapasidis can’t wait to get back to 

Wollongong and play with the Wolves. The former 

youth international was waiting for Wolves coach 

Nick Theodorakopoulos to return from overseas so 
he could talk about a new contract. 

Salapasidis, who has been spending the off season with his 
family, told ABSW he definitely wanted to sign with 
Wollongong. 

He made a big impression during a loan stint at Brandon Park 
last season, 


Kosta Salapasidis 


“Adelaide City have assured me they won't stand in my way,” 
Sulapasidis said. 

“They will put a compensation fee on me and the clubs will 
have to negotiate. I am sure there will be no major problem and I 
can’t wait to be involved in the Ericsson Cup again. 

“{ really enjoyed my time in Wollongong last season.” 

Salapasidis said he had put thoughts of an overseas contract 
on hold. He said there had been an offer from Italian club Torino 
but it had been “very ordinary.” 

He had trialled with Torino and also in Greece before return- 
ing to Adstralia to join Wollongong last year. 

“I aim to do well with the Wolves and prove to Olyroo coach 
Raul Blanco and I am worth a place in his squad,” Salapasidis 
said, 

“Thad been hoping he might have called me up for the South 
American tour but I missed out. 

“It is up to me to put the work in and gain selection before the 
Olympics.” 

Salapasidis was omitted by Blanco after he failed to notify 
him when he was returning from overseas trials last year. 

The young striker said he had since apologised to Blanco and 
said it had been a misunderstanding. 

“J certainly didn’t mean to upset him,” Salapasidis said. 

“Lam as keen as anyone would be to make the Olyroo squad. 
After a taste of international football at the World Youth Cup, I 
‘want to do my best to stay involved.” 

‘The young striker said he thought the Wolves would have a 
very strong squad for the new season. 

He said former Adelaide City team-mate Michael Brooks 
would doa very good job for Wollongong. 

“Michael works very hard and is a good mover with the ball,” 
Salapasidis said. 

“He can also get goals and I am looking forward to playing 
alongside him again. 

“Nick (Theodorakopoulos) seems to have put together a good 
squad and the crowds should keep coming back to watch the 
games at Brandon Park. The atmosphere there last season was 
tremendous. We had a great season and I know the boys will be 
keen to go a couple of steps further this time around. 

“Looking at the players the club has, there is no reason why 
Wollongong shouldn't reach the grand final.” 


BINGLEY IN 
CUP FINAL 


Matthew’s ability to inject himself into our 
attack,” said Varshleijen at a packed post- 
match press conference, where he introduced 
his new international signing to the Tokyo 
media. “He reads the game, and his speed and 
strength will serve JEF United well” 

Bingley and his new team mates took on 
Jubilo Iwata in the Nabisco Cup final last 
Sunday, 

“I never got to play in any finals in 
Australia” said Bingley. “I am quite excited 
and looking forward to the challenge.” 

Sadly, after a solid first-half they let in four 
second-half goals to lose 4-0. 


By ABSW 


‘apan-based Socceroo, Matthew 
Bingley, celebrated his arrival at new 
club JEF United Ichihara, by turning 
in an outstanding display in his side’s 

3-2 victory over Kashima Antlers on 

‘Wednesday night. 

Bingley, recently transferred from cellar- 
dwellers Vissel Kobe in an estimated 
A$600,000 deal, pleased new coach, Dutchman 
Jan Varshleijen with his strong effort in the 
‘heart of the United defence. 

“I was also highly-impressed with 


ps ai bs A — fh ; 


Aussie Superstar ... ‘Bingers' mobbed before the Cup Final in Japan on Sunday. 


HOW.......2 


With my help you’ll @ Get Motivated 
® Lose Weight and Start to get the most 
out of your life 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 


At very competitive prices 


4 Accredited Fitness Leader 
Ki Will come to you 
@ & LIAS ORFANIDIS 


© 0419 622 685 
9601 1761 A.H. 


PERSONAL TRAINING 


ELITE COURSE IN BRAZIL 


THE BRAZILIAN FOOTBALL ACADEMY OF RIO DE JANEIRO. 
1S OFFERING LIMITED PLACES FOR ITS SNR ADVANCED 
COACHING COURSE TO BE HELD IN NOVEMBER 1998. 

@ CONDUCTED IN ENGLISH, & FIFA RECOGNISED, IT 


IS THE TOP COURSE AVAILABLE IN BRAZIL WITH 
WORLD CUP LEVEL INSTRUCTORS. 
@ FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT THE FAE 
OFFICIAL REPS FOR THE BFA IN OCEANIA 
TEL: (02) 9550-2022 @ Fax: (02) 9550-2544 
CHANCE OF A LIFETIME TO LEARN FROM THE MASTERS! 
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Australian Features 


AND PADDED CELLS 


By, AD. Akratos 


‘ere we are on the cusp of the new 

century. The next 100 years are 

going to be different. 

Technological advances will be 
matched by ethical progress and, for once, 
humanity will harness its potential and use 
its vast resources for the betterment of all. 
Will it happen? Who knows, but even in the 
tolerant, understanding world of Star Trek I 
can’t see the harmonious co-existence of the 
various football codes in Australia. 

‘When respected journalists lash out at the 
success of the round ball game, when 
journalists whose name ought to be hyphenated 
(was the hyphen left out deliberately or was it a 
spelling mistake?) try (most humourously) to 
denigrate the world game, I think it’s time to 
pause and reflect whether they may be right. 

1 mean, does the square/oval/funny 
shaped/orpedo/ whatever the hell shaped ball it 
is is really capture the heart and souls of the 
entire globe, as well, if not in fact, more than 
the round ball? 

Could the convictions of a few thousand 
dudes from NSW and Victoria actually have 
more merit than the combined belief of five 
billion? Not being sure I looked into the matter 
‘and discovered some amazing facts. 

Fact 1: The two primary places in the world 
where soccer is not (allegedly) as universally 
popular (as compared to the rest of the world) 
is the USA and Australia. Coincidence? | think 
nol. 

Historically speaking these two great nations 
were “settled” (please no political debates ... 
just go with the flow) by malcontents, 


circle, the settlers were forced to improvise and 
the best they could come up with was a 
reasonable approximation. 
AcE ‘were made to get the ball to stand 
upright but after a year or two of 
experimentation, a hurried long distance call 
was pul in to the US and all concerned decided 
to give up and go home. 

‘Then serendipity stuck her head in the 
window and said hello! Someone or other said 
ll take this ball home and naturally everyone 
all of a sudden wanted to take the ball home. 


Picture then a fight scene, mucho hitting, | 


chases and severe injuries. 

Hey, said someone, this is fun. In fact, it’s 
way more fun than soccer, in fact IT’S THE 
MOST FUN ANYONE HAS EVER HAD IN 
THE HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSE AND 
ERGO (latin, that is) THIS MUST BE THE 
GREATEST GAME OF ALL!!! And in such 
humble, almost biblical scenes rugby, league 
and gridiron were born. 

Aussie rules came later when some other 
dude dropped the ball and it bounced back up. 
Captivated with idea of a bouncing, pointy type 
ball a whole game was made just to give the 
guys a chance to repeatedly bounce a pointy 
type ball. 

Fact 3: Since the leagues have cleaned up 
the violence in the games, crowd attendances 
have fallen. Gone are the days of Les Boyd 
when men were men and broken bones were 
the norm. 

T mean the only violence you see these days 
are in little old ladies in shopping trolleys 
fighting for the aisle lane at the supermarket. 

There's so much money to buy drugs, I 
mean use steroids, the players are paid what 
they are worth (x a factor of 10) that their level 


scene, 


discontents and undesirables. I mean let’s face 
it. Australia started its sporting career as the 
home ground for convicts (transferred in from 
the UK for big bananas and on long-term 
contracts) whilst the USA was the target of the 
pilgrims. So in bare terms, criminals and 
religious fanatics. 

Convicts were transported for criminal acts 
and the pilgrims, I repeat, the pilgrims, went 
3,000 or 12,000. kms or whatever it was, across 
the Atlantic Ocean in buckets for religious 
freedom. And what religious freedoms are we 
talking about? Modem day evangelists and the 
Salem witch burnings. Hallelulah, Praise the 
Lord. 

Fact 2: The pilgrims and the convicts left 
England before the industrial revolution. Since 
Britain is largely considered the “home of 
football” (remember the ads from Euro 962) T 
strongly believe there was something lost in 
translating the game across the water. I mean 
the rules got across OK but the concept of the 
round ball? 

Well, let’s just say that lacking modern 
technology enabling them to draw a perfect 


‘of commitment to the game can be measured 
by the number of calls they make to their stock- 
broker/drug dealer/portfolio manager at half 
time. 

Yes I know I’m ranting but I got the pen and 
you don’t, so shut up and keep reading. 

MTV Football and WWF Wrestling meet at 
last and we have more glitz and effects than we 
have tries. Come on guys, no violence and too 
much glamour make THE GREATEST 
GAMES OF ALL look a little Las Vegas, 
know what a mean, shiny and bright at first but 
empty on the inside. 

So although homo erectus and homo 
australopithecus are long dead, its seems to me 
that homo rugbicus and homo 
warrickcappericus are still running amock 
flexing their brawn and jutting out large 
hominid jaws. If a nation of sports jocks (and 
couch potatoes) we must be, then let us be a 
nation of homo sportopithicus and enjoy all 
ball games for ever and ever, amen. 


‘And the Yanks are still back at Fact One | | 


tying to decide how much to sue me for... 


WICHBURNINGS SYDNEY OLYMPIC’s YOUTH 


IN GOOD HANDS 


By Mark Stavroulakis 
ABSW Junior Correspondent 
t was indeed a memorable week for Ericsson Cup 
club Sydney Olympic. The announcement of the new 
ogo, season tickets and new players were just some 
of the new improvements put forward by the club. 
Sydney Olympic is a club which is rich in history and 
culture, and is renowned for being one of the sleeping giants 
of Australian soccer, due to the fact that in recent years 
Olympic have failed to make the Ericsson Cup Finals despite 
having a large and generous supporter base. 
It is evident that at any professional club, the youth players 
play a vital role in the rebuilding of a club. Take a look at 
Dutch Champions Ajax. They are a prime example of a club, 


who over the years, have produced brilliant footballers. The 


| likes of Patrick Kluivert, the De Boer twins, Marc Overmars 


and many other stars have come of age through the youth 
ranks of Ajax. This would suggest that Ajax have one of the 
best youth academies in the world. : 

‘Now that new hands have stepped in with the running of 
Sydney Olympic, the aim is to produce players for the future. 

To run a good youth set-up, good quality coaches must be 
‘on hand to assist the young inexperienced players. Sydney 
Olympic now have one of the best coaches in Australia 
today: none other than the ‘old master’ of Australian Soccer, 
Frank Arok. 

He has been placed as the technical director of the club. 
This is not new to Frank, as he built a legendary Academy 
program at St George where he produced some of Sydney 
Olympic’s current crop of stars. 

The overall plan for Sydney Olympic is to build a stable 
ground for all the youth players and to try to mould them into 
the complete soccer player. Arok will use the same scheme 
he used at St George to develop a Sydney Olympic Academy. 

According to Arok “the Academy squad will be fluid, 
allowing the movement into and out of the squad during its 


™m. 

“Tt will be a natural transition in the overall plan of 
providing a career path for young soccer players through the 
Sydney Olympic ranks from juniors, through the national 
league and onto the international scene for those whose 
talents we can develop to that level,” he said. 


Nick Carle: Product of Olympic’s 1996 YNL side. 
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The master and his apprentice; Frank Arok with 
ABSW's Mark Stavroulakis. 


To assist, the club have appointed highly qualified David 
Jirsa as head of the club's new Academy program. He is no 
stranger to soccer, he has had a ten year playing career with 
Wollongong, St George and Polonia, Jirsa joined Frank Arok 
and Richard Alagich at the famous St George Apprentices 
School in 1990/91 before a stint as first grade Assistant 
Coach with St George. Jirsa commented that “these 
opportunities must encourage and challenge, rather then 
restrict abilities, and it is with these goals that the Academy 
side will be prepared.” 

Sydney Olympic will also field an U/19 Youth side in the 
NYL this season, made up from a majority of last season's 
youth and colts team players. 

Control of this side returns to Peter Papanikitas. He returns 


Olympic’s future ... Arok tutors more of the 
youngsters from the Olympic Youth Academy. 


to the club after a year’s absence. Papanikitas coached the 
club’s youth side in 1996/97 NYL competition, a side which 
saw the emergence of the Carle brothers, Nick and Leo, and 
left back, Hussein Jomaa, 

Papanikitas is equally proud of the “production line” he 
has generated and one thing upon which the new look 
Olympic development program is centred. “I agree with the 
philosophy the club is now pursuing — that development of 
future national and international players is the only 
emphasis”. 

With the quality coaching at hand, quality players and 2 
set-up like the Academy, Olympic will be the envy of all 
other Ericsson Cup teams, 

After all, youth is the future of Australian Soccer, isn’t it? 


@ ABSW 


NORTHERN NSW 


NBN Soccer League 
n Saturday in the NBN match of the day Wallsend Red 
Devils snatched a 2 all draw in the last minutes of the 
match over “East’ Maitland at Cooks Square Park to hold 
third spot on the ladder. 

Cameron Hudson's half-volley beat Wallsend ‘keeper Jason 
Kos in the 28th minute, 

Scott MoGuire scoring the equaliser for Wallsend right on 
half-time. Maitland was back in the lead in the 68th minute off 
an Alan Gilday 

header. Scott McGuire scoring again to share the points with 
the match in extra time, 

On Sunday competition leaders, Edgeworth Eagles were upset 
3-2 by the fast-improving Adamstown Rosebuds and with 
Hamilton accounting for Highfields 3-2 have taken the 
competition lead. 

Tn the NBN match of the day on Sunday, Cessnock Hornets 
defeated Weston Workers Bears 4-2 in the coalfields derby. 


2HD Soccer League 
Mere and Thornton Park clashed at Mayfield Park on 
‘aturday in the 2HD match of the day, with Mayfield 
scoring a 3-1 win, 


Thornton shot to the lead early in the match only for the 
Mayfield to equalise when Brian Simpson scored and then 
Danny Miles sent the home side to the break ahead 2-1. 

Phil Koina sealed the match for Mayfield in the second half. 

Budgewoi Budgies grabbed a three way split of the 
competition lead with a hard fought 3-2 win over Beresfield at 
Budgewoi Oval. 

Beresfield, West Wallsend and Budgewoi all share the lead in 
the 2HD Soccer League. 

Steve Powis and Mick Harris scoring for Budgewoi and Scott 
Wadwell and David Gabriel for Beresfield tying up the score line 
2all by half-time, 

Lucca Salvador sealed the match and a share of the points 
table lead for the Budgies in the dying minutes of the match. 


Women’s State League 
orthern NSW traveled to Marconi on Sunday for 2-0 win 
in round 15 of the NSW Women’s State League. 

Tracey Oldham scored twice for Northern NSW, in the 18th 
and 70th minutes to secure a much-deserved win. 

“The team played very well,” said Assistant Coach Renaye 
Iserief. “The condition of the ground was very poor resulting in 
the ball bobbling around a fair bit but we had most of the 
possesion and controlled the match really well.” 


IMlawarra Association 


PREMIER LEAGUE Dapto 4257 2 9 i 
ROUND 14 Coniston Lions 142 4 8 13 26 10 
Helensburgh 1653 Uipseen ites) 
Cringila Lions 14 11 2 4 32 12 35 
Port Kembl 49 1 4 31 17 2 : Sakti 7and Sear 
White Eagles te omy tesa oe Sl, Creal z 
Northern United OME SE ee Dy) peg ee doe. ov 
Lysaghts 4743 23 42 Helensburgh 1 Kemblawarra 4 
Wollongong Olympic 14 6 1 7 28 2B 19 Wollongong Olymp 1 Northem Utd 0 
Bulli 14 3.7 <4 1318. 16 Ferohill Se ee 2 
Fernhill 4437 18 28 15 
Kemblawarra 435 6 2 3 14 : whiten ah 
White Eagles 0 Cringila Lions 1 
XXXX LEAGUE CATCH UP GAME BILL TURNER CUP 
Round 2 
Bundaberg Waves 2 Wynnum 0 
Pioneer 6 Mackay North 0 
QUEENSLAND CUP— ROUND 3 Dakabin 2 StPauls Bald Hills 1 
Redcliffe 3 Mueller Lutherano 0 
Albany Creek 3 Grange Thistle 2 Murgon 2 Kingaroy 1 
Mt Gravatt 4 Inala City 1 Keebra Park 3 Southport School 0 
Rochedale Rovers 5 Annerley 0 ‘Trinity Lutheran 2 Nerang 1 
Ipswich Knights 1 Capalaba 0 Kings Christian 3 Aquinas 1 
Brisbane City 6 — Rocklea Utd 0 
Taringa Rovers. 3 Pine Rivers 1 Round 3 
Bundaberg Waves 2 Wynnum 0 Aldridge 2 Gympie 0 
Brisbane Lions 5 University of Qld if St Pats Shorncliffe 2 Nudgee College 1 
Roma 3 Chinchilla 0 
ANSETT CUP - QUARTER FINALS Marsden 6 — Browns Plains 1 
; Beaudesert 54 Trinity Catholic 5-3 
Grange Thi 2 North Star 0 
ae ace: Trinity Lutheran 2 Kings Christian 1 
Toowoomba Utd 1 Eastern Suburbs 0 
TOP GOALSCORERS Robin Dyers Fremantle City 6 
As at 16th July Steve Boume Fremantle City 6 
Gary Murray Joondalup City 6 
Mark Wingell Bayswater City Panthers 10 Ivica Markovic Kingsway Olympic 6 
Trevor Morgan Sorrento 10 
Trim Morgan Western Knights 10 PCity/Leeming Stkrs 0 Queens Park 1 
Eugene Singeorzan Wester Knights 9 Stirling Suns 4 Armadale Park 2 
Rob Milevski Stirling Macedonia 8 Bass Caledonias 0 Swan IC 1 
Scott Daley Inglewood Falcons 8 Southside United 0 Wanneroo 1 
es Cioity, Inglewood Balcones 8 Rockingham City 2 Ashfield-Bunbury 5 
Michael Mirco Fremantle City g — Balcatta 3 North Lake Expanol 0 
Terry Giorgianis Floreat Athena 8 Sorrento 2 Floreat Athena 2 
Peter Vukmirovic Dianella White Eagles 3 InglewoodFaleons = 2_Stirling Macedonia 0 
Fain Tnglewood Falcons 7 Kingsway Olympic 1 Bayswater City Panthers 2 
Stuart Montgomery Kingsway Olympic q Pent 2 Suedunich 1 


Victorian 
Churches Association 


ROUND 11 
Eastem United (1) 3 Box Hill 0 
Lilydale (1) 2. North Blackburn (1) 2 
Morrison 5 Berwick Blues 2 


PoWODL FEF A Ps 
Eastern Utd (1) M10. 1.0297 31. 
Lilydale (1) IS 3 3 2 18 18 
Morrison WS, Si BiB) 25, 22-18 
Box Hill Ube i er Da) ss des 
North Blackburn (1) 11 2 3 6 17 23 9 
Berwick Blue ND Toga. ot % 


‘Rob and Frank’s SA World 


‘atch of the Day will be at 
Polonia Reserve between 


Premiership contenders 
Croydon Kings and 
Campbelltown Red Devils . 


Last time these two teams met was in 
round six with the Devils running out 
winners 3-1, Joe Barbaro doing the damage 
scoring a brace. 

The Kings have the scoring power to 
overcome Campbelltown with Joel Porter, 
John Fontanarosa, Marcin Kierno and Rick 
Piotrowski are all capable of hitting the 
back of the net. 

Campbelltown on the other hand have 
had very consistant season with midfielders 
Carlo Talladira, Paul Beltrame and Captain 
Tony Scalzi combining very well, they also 
have the best defence in the league with the 
Menechella Brothers Michael, Daniel, and 
the younger of the trio David are a hard nut 
to crack, don’t be surprised to see these 
boys play in the A League in the not too 
distant future. 

Sweeper Scott Ryschka has also had a 


good year and hasn't put a foot wrong, if 
the Kings can get past the defence they still 
would have to deal with goalkeeper Andy 
Allen who must be enjoying the best form 
of his career. 

This will certainly be a classic encounter 
with the eventual winner having a 
psychological advantage come finals time. 

Camden Sportsfield sees the Birkalla 
Eagles do battle with bottom of the table 
Adelaide Raiders, 

Blue Eagles have a danger game against 
the tenacious Port Lion Pirates at the Adey 
Reserve. 

Woodville West Reserve sees the much 
improved White City Warriors up against 
the Cumberland Foxes, coach Rocky Aloisi 
has got the boys playing some great soccer, 
after a slow start to the season the Warriors 
are certainly a challenge for a top five 
berth. 

Elizabeth City Rams also with a chance 
to make the playoffs will be at home to 
tackle the Olympian Flames. 


South Australia 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
PWD LF AO Pe 
WTorrens Birkalla 14 11 1 2 33 19 34 
Campbelltown City 14 10 1 3 31 15 31 
Croydon 473 4 29 2B m4 
Cumberland United 14 6 3 5 2 24 21 
| Adelaide Blue Eaglesl4 6 2 6 19 21 20 
BlizabethCity 14. 4 «4 «6 21 20 16 
White City Warriors 14 4 4 6 19 19 16 
Olympians 4419 3B 8 2B 
Port Adelaide Lion 14 3 3 8 14 24 12 
Raiders 4329 16 2 1 

ROUND 14 SCORES 


Raiders 2 
Port Adelaide Lion 0 


White City Warriors 1 
West Torrens Birkalla 3 


Cumberland United 2 Croydon 2 
Campbelliown City 3. Elizabeth City 2 
Olympians 1 Adelaide Blue Eagles 1 


STATE LEAGUE 

PWODEL F A Ps 
Modbury 18 124 2 43 21 40 
Enfield City 18 11 3 4 31 20 36 
West Adelaide = 17:11: 24 46-2735 
AdcluideCity 17:9 -3-S 36 20 30 
Adelaide Cobras 18 9 3 6 36 29 30 
Para Hills Knights 18 9 1 8 34 33 28 
Noarlunga United 18 7 3 8 29 33 24 
Salisbury United 18 6 2 10 29 39 20 
Adelaide Hills 18 $3 10 31 43. 18 
Westem Strikers 18 3 5 10 22 34 14 
PortPirieCity 18 3 5 10 33 52 14 
Seaford 8 4 2 12.25 44 14 

ROUND 18 SCORES 

Noarlunga United 2 Adelaide Hills 1 
Seaford Westem Strikers. 1 
Para Hills Knights 0 West Adelaide 3 
Adelaide Cobras. 1 Modbury 2 
Adelaide City 0 ‘Enfield City Zi 
Salisbury United 2 Port Pirie City 2 


POSITION VACANT 
ACCOUNTANT 


An Australian Publishing and Printing Company located at 
Marrickville requires a qualified accountant to assume 
responsibility for all accounting functions of the company. 


In addition to the normal day to day accounting responsibilities it 
will include preparation of monthly and annual financial report 
budgets cash forecasting and attending to statutory requirements. 


Reporting directly to the Managing Director, the applicant must 
have good communications and people skills, be computer 
literate with Lotus/Excel and Data Base. At least five years 
experience in the manufacturing industry will be highly 
regarded. 


Application in writing should be forwarded to: 


The General Manager, 
PO Box 155, 
Marrickville NSW 2204 
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NSW SOCCER FEDERATION: 
SUPER LEAGUE: 


SUPER LEAGUE ROUND 20 


IsT UAL U/I8 
Central Coast v Macarthur Rams 13.05 01 
Ryde City Gunners v Parramatta Eagles w/o wlo_wlo 
Sutherland Sharks v St George Saints 1 24 04 
Canterbury Berries v Leichhardt Tigers 30 1.0 03 
Bankstown City Lions v Blacktown City Demons3-3. 31-0 
Bonnyrigg WE v Eastern Suburbs wl wlo wlo 


First Grade: Ryde City Gunners y. Parramatta Eagles W/O, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles v. Eastern Suburbs W/O, Macarthur 
Rams-3 (B Green 15m, K Rastall 19m, L Tomich 80m) bt 
Central Coast | (G Sprod 30m), Sutherland Sharks 1 (C Hobbs 
1m) drew St George Saints (A Araujo 16m), Canterbury Berries 
3 (M Shepherd 16m, S Hantzis 18m, M Percy 37m) bt 
Leichhardt Tigers 0, Bankstown City Lions 3 ($ Eagleton 18m, 
M Todoroski 39m, S Pirie 62m) drew Blacktown City Demons 3 
(A Holst 83m, J Angelucci 58m, $ Berry 86m). 


P WD LF A DIF PTS 
Blacktown City 212 4 44023 17 40 
Macarthur Rams 2 12 3 53628 8 39 
Bonnyrigg WE 19 1 4 439 21 18 37 
Canterbury Berries 01 3 6429 5 36 
Parramatta Eagles 19 10 4 5 43 26 17 34 
Eastern Suburbs 19 10 3 6 4325 18 33 
Leichhardt Tigers 20 8 5 73030 0 29 
Bankstown City 07 6 73231 1 27 
Sutherland Shire 20 4 6 1016 32 -16 18 
Central Coast 20 4 3.13.24 39 -15 15 
Ryde City Gunners 19 3 5 M118 36 -18 14 
St George Saints 2 1 4 1517 52-35 7 


U/21: Macarthur Rams 5 bt Central Coast 0, Ryde City Gunners 
y, Parramatta Eagles W/O, Bonnyrigg White Eagles v. Eastern 
Suburbs W/O, St George Saints 4 bt Sutherland Sharks 2, 
Canterbury Berries 1 bt Leichhardt Tigers 0, Blacktown City 
Demons 3 bt Bankstown City Lions 1 


Pp W D LF A DIFPTS 
Parramatta Eagles 19 15 2 247 19 28 47 
Bonnytigg WE 19 14 2 3 64 20 44 44 
Blacktown City 2 12 4 4 47 26 21 40 
Macarthur Rams 20 12 2 6 49 24 25 38 
Eastern Suburbs 19 10 4 5 5226 16 34 
St George Saints 0 9 2934 38 4 29 
Canterbury Berries 0 8 2 03234 2 26 
Leichhradt Tigers 2.7 4 9:35 38 3 25 
Bankstown City 20 6 2 1230 42 -12-20 
Sutherland Shire 2 4 2 142257 35 14 
Ryde City Gunners 19 3 3 1320 49 -29 12 
Central Coast 20 2 3 1523 72 49 9 


U/18: Macarthur Rams 1 bt Central Coast 0, Ryde City Gunners 
v. Parramatta Eagles W/O, Bonnyrigg White Eagles v. Eastern 
Suburbs W/O, St George Saints 4 bt Sutherland Sharks 0, 
Leichhardt Tigers 3 bt Canterbury Berries 0, Bankstown City 
Lions I bt Blacktown City Demons 0. 


P W DL F A DIF PTS 
Parramatta Eagles 19 14 4 150 10 40 46 
Bankstown City 2 12 5 345 16 2 41 
Blacktown City 20 4 5 33:20 13 37 
Macarthur Rams 2010 5 5 3322 I 35 
Ryde City Gunners 199 5 52924 5 32 
Leichhardt Tigers 210.8 6 63531 4 30 
Eastern Suburbs 197 7 53333 0 2 
Bonnyrigg WE 197 3 9 3637 -1 2% 
St George Saints 06 5 937343 2 
Central Coast. 2 3 4 1324 38 -14 13 
Canterbury Berries 2 2 4 1415 46 -31 10 
Sutherland Shire 2 1 4 1515 73 58 7 
FEDERATION DIVISION ONE 
ROUND 24 

IST U1 UNS 
Rockdale City Suns v Fairfield Bulls 22 11 14 
Hurstville City vy AC United 54 12 04 
Hills United v Bathurst ‘75 21 30 00 
Manly Warringah v Belmore Hercules 81 20 40 
Mt Pritchard v Auburn Utd 1 72 20 
Stanmore Hawks v Illawarra Lions 12 31 22 


Penrith Panthers v Moorebank Sports who wlo wio 
First Grade; Fairfield Bulls 3 (D locca 4m, F Giometti 40m, 
‘Own Goal 87m) bt Mt Pritchard 1 (S Djuric 11m), Rockdale City 
Suns 2 (Machardy 66m, I Macdonald 88m) drew Fairfield Bulls 


Berries Blitz 


By John Economos 


anterbury Marrickville Olympic thrashed a lethargic 
Leichhardt Tigers 3-0 last Sunday at Henson Park to 
edge themselves into fourth spot in Super League. 

Canterbury's first two goals were nailed in by defender whilst 
industrious Matthew Percy scored the third with just six minutes: 
remaining from halftime. Percy in fact could easily have ended 
the match with a hat-trick had it not been for Bobby Catlin. 

Central marker Matthew Shepherd slammed into the target a 
rebound in the 15th minute after Percy had rocked the upright. 

‘Two minutes later a shaky Leichhardt defence conceded their 
second as veteran sweeper and Canterbury skipper, Spiro 
Hanizis, slammed in a loose ball inside the box. 

‘The ever-alert Percy trebled the scoreline in the 39th after 
striker Simon Fedele blasted well on target but had his chance 
marvellously saved by Catlin who barely managed to deflect with 
one glove. Percy was on hand to belt Catlin’s partial save home. 

With seconds left on the clock to the break, Fedele unleashed 
another rocket, this time from 30 metres, but again Catlin denied 
the hard-working striker any joy. 

Best for the victors were midfielders Percy and Robert 
Jerkovic and striker Fedele whilst Leichhardt’s best was sterling 
goalkeeper Catlin. . 

Canterbury coach Johnny Xipolitas later reflected? “Again it 
‘was a real team effort as all my boys showed from the very start 
that they were hungry for a win, 

Canterbury Marrickville Olympic: Tolios, Raeburn, 
Hantzis, Shepherd, Talcevski (Joannou 84th), Percy, Tsigolis, 
Jerkovic, Markopoulos (Sutherland 88th), Nikas, Fedele 
(Georgallis 78th), 

Leichhardt Tigers: Catlin, Lamacchia, Pettenon, Trehame, 
Guzzo (Testore 46th), Hristodoulou (Milicevic 74th), Tesoro, 
Buonavoglia, Savoca, Alexiou, Anderson (Totaro 46th). 

Scorers: Shepherd 15, Hantzis 17 and Percy 39. 


Coast Rammed 


By Mark Fowler 


igh-flying Macartur Rams downed Central Coast 3-1 

at a wet Pluim Park on Saturday night. Both teams 

applied themselves well in atrocious conditions, and 
with a stroke of luck the Coasties could have taken more 
from the game. 

Against the run of play, Macarthur went ahead after 15 
minutes. A goalmouth scramble saw goalkeeper Gary Meir save 
a snap shot well, but the ball fell kindly to Ben Green to finish 

Just four minutes later Kain Rastell finished from 12 metres to 
give Macarthur a 2-0 lead. 

With this lead, Macarthur looked comfortable and hit the 
crossbar minutes later through David Reid, who showed good 
skill, 

On 27 minutes Macarthur striker Trevor Whidett nearly 
celebrated his 21st birthday with a goal, but Meir saved well. 
Whidett showed great skill and pace, and was a constant threat to 
the Coasties defence. A former Woolongong City youth player, 
Whidett earned praise for his work-rate from coach Casey 
DeBnuin, who also said, “He has probably been one of the big 
improvers in the league this season.” 

A goal of genuine quality brought Central Coast back into the 
game. There seemed little danger as Glen Sprod turned in 
midfield, but a stunning strike from 25 metres gave us three goals 
in the first half an hour. 

‘The Coasties started the second half well, and it took a good 
save from Macarthur ‘keeper John Crawley to deny Peter 
Preston. Preston had a fine game patrolling the left-hand side of 
midfield. 

Crawley saved well from Preston after 75 minutes, but just 
four minutes later Macarthur substitute Luke Tomich clinched 
the game. A cross-shot from the right left Tomich, who'd only 
been on the field for 15 minutes, a simple chance to make it 3-1. 

Both teams had late chances, Tomich could have got a second 
and Preston had another effort, but the referee's whistle left 
Macarthur coach DeBruin a happy man. 

DeBruin praised his teams commitment, and said, “There's 
been a lot of pressure on the players and winning today basically 
guarantees us a spot in the top five, which was our main 
objective at the beginning of the year. Now we have set our 
target to maintain in the top three.” 

Coasties goalkeeper Gary Meir was disappointed that the ball 
hadn't bounced for his team, but said that Macarthur were “very 
good. They are very similar to Blacktown, the way they play the 
game. Both teams deserve to be where they are.” 

Central Coast: Meir, Margin, Steele, Beverage (Bourke 
75th), Preston, Hagistefanis, Roberts, Caisley, Sprod, Demery, 
McGuire. . 

Macarthur Rams: Crawley: Bourke, Valle, Reid, Williams 
(Tomich 65th), Rastell, O'Shea, O'Connell, Green (Cummings 
70th), Whiddett, Lord. 


Scorers: 
Central Coast - Sprod 30th. 
Macarthur - Green 15th, Rastell 19th and Tomich 80th. 
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2 (J Tratselas 45/71m), Hurstville City 5 (P Papouthis 7m, D 
Femandez 19/70m, J Melissourgos 60m, M Kladis 88m) bt AC 
United 4 (O El Ali 14/80m, B Bedoni 61m, $ Zullo 81m), Hills 
United 2 (A Lindley 68m, P Vesos 90m) bt Bathurst ‘75 1 (T 
Clancy 34m), Manly Warringah 8 (D Townsend 2/60m, M 
Beldham 63m, T Krslovic 33/75/80m, T Rosenthal 17/37m) bt 
Belmore Hercules 1 (J Christou 24m), Mt Pritchard 1 (S Djuric 
88m) drew Auburn United 1 (T Omac 52m), Mawarra Lions 2 
(M Stojanovski 75m, D Toseyski 84m) bt Stanmore Hawks 1( $ 
Scriberras 35m), Penrith Panthers v. Moorebank Sports W/O. 


DIVISION ONE - FIRST GRADE 

PW DL F A DIF PTS 
Fairfield Bulls B17 3 3 5021 29 54 
Hurstville City 417 2 5 5227 25 53 
Stanmore Hawks 2315 2 6 S125 % 47 
Manly Warringah 2410 7 742 28 14 37 
Aubum United 2410 6 8 4037 3 36 
Mawarra Lions 48 7 93022 1 31 
Bathurst ‘75 2B 8 7 82430 6 31 
Rockdale City Suns 2% 9 3 1244 45 1 30 
Penrith Panthers 28 5 926 2% 0 2 
Moorebank Sports 28 5 9233-7 2 
AC United B6 8 93843 5 26 
Hills United 24 5 5 1428 54 -26 20 
Mt Pritchard 24 4 4 1632 56-24 16 
Belmore Hercules 2.3 6 1322 51 -29 15 


U/21: Fairfield Bulls 3 bt Mt Pritchard 0, AC United | drew 
Hurstville City 1, Rockdale City Suns 1 drew Fairfield Bulls 1, 
AC United 2 bt Hurstville City 1, Hills United 3 bt Bathurst ‘75 
0, Manly Warringah 2 bt Belmore Hercules 0, Mt Pritchard 7 bt 
Auburn United 2, Stanmore Hawks 3 bt Illawarra Lions 1, 
Penrith Panthers v. Moorebank Sports W/O. 


PW DL F A DIF PTS 
Hills United 2415 5 4 54 21 33 50 
Manly Warringah 4 14 5 5 50 26 24 47 
Fairfield Bulls 23.13 6 4 73 30 43 45 
AC United 23°12 7 4 44:28 16 43 
Rockdale City Suns 24:12°5 6 69 45 24 41 
Moorebank Sports 2.9 9 443.31 12 36 
Bathurst ‘75 49 6 94034 6 3 
Penrith Panthers 218 7 6 3628 8 31 
Mt Prithchard 24 9 3 1250 52 -2 30 
Stanmore Hawks * 24°93 Ua aT asre=2i 30 
Aubum Utd 24 9 3 1257 68 -I! 30 
Hurstville City 24 8 2 1437 64 -27 26 
Belmore Hercules 22.4 3 1527 61 -34 15 
Illawarra Lions 230 0 23:19 109 -90 0 


U/18: Mt Pritchard 2 bt Fairfield Bulls 0, Manly Warringah 1 bt 
Hurstville City 0, Illawarra Lions 3 bt Penrith Panthers 1, AC 
United 6 bt Hurstville City 0, Fairifield Bulls 4 bt Rockdale City 
Suns 1, AC United 4 bt Hurstville City 0, Hills United 0 bt 
Bathurst ‘75 0, Manly Warringah 4 bi Belmore Hercules 0, Mt 
Pritchard 2 bt Auburn United 0, Stanmore Hawks 2 drew 
Illawarra Lions 2, Penrith Panthers v. Moorebank Sports W/O. 


P W DL F A OIF PTS 
Bathurst ‘75 24:16 5 3 52 24 28 53 
Manly Warringah 24 16 3 5 59 21 38 SI 
Tilawarra Lions 2415 3 6 74:37 37 48 
Stanmore Hawks 24 15 37 45 30 15 45 
AC United 24:13 3 8 58 35 23 42 
Moorebank Sports 23:13 3 7 50 29 21 42 
Hills United 2411 7 6 45 34 «WN 40 
Mt Pritchard 1293 9 14l 26° 1539) 
Fairfield Bulls 23012) 2: 9536.35. 1 38 
Penrith Panthers 9 edd 33038-51129) 
Rockdale City Suns 24 6 4 1447 56-9 2 
Belmore Hercules 2.4 «1 °1729 71 42 23 
Hurstville City 24 1 4 1921 82 -61 7 
Auburn Utd 240 3 2118 90 72 3 
DIVISION TWO ROUND 20 
IST U/l U/8 
Alexander Warriors v Greysants 1-6 1-2 0-13 
Parramatta City v Hajduk Wanderers wo wlo wlo 
Mt Druitt Town Rangers v Hurstville ZSC_ w/o wlo w/o 
Amncliffe Scots y University of NSW 40 0-2 30 
Liverpool City v Gladesville Utd 14 44 2-0 
Sydney District v Dulwich Hill 0-0 0-2 20 
Liverpool City v Hurstvifile ZSC 23 
*University of NSW 21 3-2 


First Grade: Hurstville ZSC 3 bt Liverpool City 2, University of 
NSW 2 bt Parramatta City 1, Greystanes 6 bt Alexander Warriors 
1, Parramatta City vy. Hajduk Wanderers W/O, Mt Druitt Town 
Rangers v. Hurstville ZSC W/O, Arncliffe Scots 4 bt University 
of NSW 0, Gladesville United 4 bt Liverpool City 1, Sydney 
District 0 drew Dulwich Hill 0. 


the 
Global 
Game. 
ABSW's 
World 
News 
with 
reports 
and 
analysis 
from 
Africa 
Asia 
Latin 
America 
Uk 
Italy 
USA & 


Europe 


Pe WaDe bet A DIFAPTS 
Dulwich Hill 20 16 4 0 58 16 42 52 
Hajduk Wanderers 19 15 4 0 56 10 46 49 
Hurstville ZSC 19 11 5 3.44 27 17 38 
Sydney District 20 10 1 9 29 33 4 31 
Amcliffe Scots 20,19 2D Alp STS 4s 29: 
Greystanes UE Mle EE Pg 
Alexander Warriors 19 8 1 103940 41 22 
Mt Druitt Town 5 5 931 38. -7 20: 
Gladesville United 20 4 4 1229 52 -23 16 
Liverpool City 20 4 3 13 22 42 -20 15 
Parramatta City 19 4 3 1223 47 -24 15 
Uni Of NSW 19 5 1 13:17 48 -31 13 


Uj21: University of NSW 3 bt Parramatta City 2, Greystanes 2 bt 
Alexander Warriors 1, Parramatta City y. Hajduk Wanderers 
W/O, Mt Druitt Town Rangers v, Hurstville ZSC W/O, 
University of NSW 2 bt Amncliffe Scots 0, Liverpool City 4 drew 
Gladesville United 4, Dulwich Hill 2 bt Sydney District 0, 


P W D LF A DIF PTS 
Greystanes 20 16 1 3 3720 17 49 
Hajduk Wanderers 19 16 0 3 94 16 78 48 
Dulwich Hill 20:12 4 4 56 22 34 40 
Mt Druitt Town. 19 10 4 5 47 30 17 34 
Uni of NSW. DBS Spe 7 225.24. 1 aelD7. 
Hurstville ZSC 19 7 1 1137 44 -7 22 
Liverpool City 20.5 6 9 38 49 -I1 21 
Gladesville Utd 20 5 5 1032 47 -15 20 
Sydney District 20.5 4 1119 60 -41 19 
Parramatta City 19 5 3 11 28 52 -14 18 
Alexander Warriors WOES *2 12 ‘TF IAOe I I 
Arneliffe Scots 19 4 3 1219 56 -37 15 


U/18: Greystanes 13 bt Alexander Warriors 0, Parramatta City v, 
Hajduk Wanderers W/O, Mt Druitt Town Rangers y. Hurstville 
ZSC W/O, Amoliffe Scots 3 bt University of NSW 0, Liverpool 
City 2 bt Gladesville United 0, Sydney District 2 bt Dulwich Hill 


P W DL F A DIF PTS 
Mt Druitt Town 1D Pls 165 Fis SB = 52. 
Hajduk Wanderers 18 14 3 2 84 13 81 45 
Liverpool City 20 14 2 4 44 14 30 44 
Sydney District 19 14 1 4 52 24 28 43 
Gladesville United 20 12 2 6 60 20 40 38 
Greystanes 20; 10 1.951.235 28 “Sh 
Dulwich Hill 20° 7 2-11-3829 9 23 
Parramatta City Oley i el tl I 7 a 
Hurstville ZSC 19 5 2 1222 38 -16 17 
Arneliffe Scots 19 4 0 15 19 103 -84 12 
Uni of NSW 18 3 1 1422 49 -27 10 
Alexander Warriors 20 0 0 20 4 153-149 0 

DIVISION THREE ROUND 18 


First Grade: Colo Colo 5 bt Glebe Wanderers 2, Maroubra 
United 2 bt Prospect United 0, Sydney University 4 bt Glebe 
Wanderers 0, Maroubra United 2 bt Hawkesbury City 1, Hakoah 
y. Camden Tigers W/O, Granville Greenisland v, Flamencos P/P, 
White City 5 bt Trasandinos 2, Colo Colo 2 bt Prospect United 0. 


PW DS ELF A DIF PTS 
Sydney University 18 12 2 4 56 26 30 38 
Glebe Wanderers I 9 4.5535 28 7 31 
Colo Colo 1810 “1 47533,.31, 25-3) 
Camden Tigers 17 8 3 5 3934 5 30 
Maroubra United 18 9 2 75238 14 29 
‘Trasandinos HES Gaeae Sty 29°25 227 
White City 18 6 5S 7 31 44 -13 23 
Flamencos 17 6 2 9 32 36 -4 20 
Granville Greenisland 164 5.7 3) 43 -12 17 
Hakoah 16 5 1 1027 37 -10 16 
Prospect Utd 7 4 3 1024 31 -7 15 
Hawkesbury City, 17 5 0 12.25 39 -14 15 


Second Grade: Glebe Wanderers 1 bt Colo Colo 0, Prospect 
United 0 drew Maroubra United 0, Glebe Wanderers 2 bt Sydney 
University 0, Maroubra United 5 bt Hawkesbury City 0, Camden 
Tigers W/O, Granville Greenisland y. Flamencos P/P, White City 
3 bt Trasandinos 1, Prospect United 5 bt Colo Colo 1. 


P W D LF A DIF PTS 
Flamencos 17 11 2 43923 16 35 
Glebe Wanderers 1710 4 3.29 11 18 34 
Prospect Utd 16 8 4 425 14 tl 28 
Sydney University 187 6 53525 10 27 
Trasandinos 16 8 3 52925 4 27 
White City 16 8 2 63934 5 26 
Colo Colo 117 372832 4 2% 
Granville Greenisland 16 5 4 «7-21 24 3 19 
Camden Tigers 75 4 8832 4 19 
Maroubra Utd 18 5 2 1125 43 -18 17 
Hakoah 16 4 3 9 19 35 -16 15 
Hawkesbury City 7303 1115 34 -19 12 

DIVISION FOUR ROUND 19 


First Grade: Nepean District v, Prairiewood United W/O, CSI 
Schofields 3 bt Earlwood Hermes 0, Fraser Park 8 bt Sydney 
Crescent Star 2, Faicfield Kings 2 bt Lithgow Workmens 0, 
Springwood 2 bt CSI Schofields 1, Marrickville 3 bt Holy Cross 


Ryde 1, Barlwood Hermes 1 bt St Josephs 0, United Eagles 3 bt 


Balmain Tigers 0. 

PW DL F A DIFPTS 
Fraser Park 19 15 3 157 15 42 48 
Prairiewood Utd 179 8 044 2 22 35 
Holy Cross Ryde 18 9 5 43821 17 32 
Sydney Crescent Star 18 10 2 63734 3 32 
Marrickville 19 8 6 5 38 24 14 30 
Fairfield City Kings 18 8 5 5 34 19 15 29 
‘Nepean District 18 8 3 62% 21 5 27 
CSI Schofields 18 8 2 8 3432 2 26 
St Josephs 18 6 6 6 2934 5 24 
Springwood 18 6 3 9 35 36 -I 21 
Balmain Tigers 5 4 935¢ 1 19 
United Eagles 8477273 3 19 
Lithgow Workmen’s 19 2 1 1619 67 48 7 
Earlwood Hermes 18 1 1 1613 77 -64 4 


Second Grade: Nepean District v. Prairiewood United W/O, 
Fraser Park 6 bt Sydney Crescent Star 1, St Josephs 3 bt 
Earlwood Hermes 0, Lithgow Workmens 4 bt Fairfield Kings 1, 
Springwood 3 bt CSI Schofields 0, Holy Cross Ryde 3 bt 
Marrickville, St Josephs 3 bt Earlwood Hermes 0, Balmain 
Tigers 4 bt United Eagles 0. 


P W D LF A DIFPTS 
Fraser Park 19 12 6 1 48 21 27 42 
Nepean District 18 12 2 4 53 14 39 38 
Balmain Tigers 18 10 5 3 39 15 24 35 
Holy Cross Ryde 18 9 5 438 22 16 32 
Springwood 18 9 4 5 5228 24 31 
Marrickville 1999 2 85136 5 29 
Prairiewood Utd 18 8 4 6 45 33 i2 28 
CSI Schofields 187 4 73735 2 25 
Fairfield City Kings 18 6 4 8 3343 -4 21 
St Josephs 8 6 3 94145 4 21 
Lithgow Workmen's 19 6 2 1136 56 -20 20 
United Eagles 18 5 3 1034 67 33 18 
Earlwood Hermes 173 0 1419 SI 32 9 
Sydney Crescent Star 18 3. 0 15 32 82 -50 9 

DIVISION FIVE ROUND 18 


First Grade: Bossy 2 bt Liverpool Olympic 1, Bossy 3 bt 
Liverpool Warriors 2, Kosciuszko 4 bt Liverpool Olympic 3, 
Auburn Star | bt AVA United 0, Eastern Creek Pioneers 2 bt 
White Valley 0, Racing v. Homenetmen W/O. 


PW D LF A DIFPTS 
Auburn Star 59 4 23215 17 31 
Eastem Creek Pioneer «13: 8 «4 «1:29 16 13 28 
White Valley 6744217 5 25 
Bossy 65 6 52% 3 2 
Sporting SCC 16.5 5 6 27 3) 4-20 
Kosciusko 48 2 43730 7 19 
AVA United 55 4 63227 5 19 
Racing 43832318 5 17 
Homenetmen 15 4 4 7 29 39 -10 16 
Liverpool Olympic 6277227 2 2B 
Liverpool Warriors 15 1 2 1214 47 33 5 


Second Grade: Liverpool Olympic 8 bt Bossy 1, Liverpool 
Warriors 2 bt Bossy 1, Kosciuszko 4 bt Liverpool Olympic 3, 
AVA United 0 drew Aubum Star 0, White Valley 3 bt Eastern 
Creek Pioneers 2 , Racing v. Homenetmen W/O, 


PW. Dek F A DIFPTS 


AVA Utd 15 10 1 4 33 18 15 31 


Federation 


SUPER LEAGUE 
ROUND 21 


Saturday July 25 


Blacktown City vs Canterbury M/ville 
Gabbie Stadium, 6pm 


Sunday July 26 


Parramatta Eagles vs Bonnyrigg W.E. 
Melita Stadium, 3pm 


St George Saints vs Ryde City 
St George Stadium, 3pm 


Leichhardt Tigers vs Sutherland Sharks 
Lambert Park, 3pm 


Macarthur Rams vs Bankstown City 
Lynwood Park, 3pm 


Eastern Suburbs vs Central Coast 
Wentworth Park, 3pm 


SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE 0055 22885 
(75¢ per min — IDS Higher rate applies from mobile and public phones.) 


Liverpool Olympic 16 


934 

White Valley Iso 3393 

Auburn Star 159 2.4 

Sporting SCC 59 2 4 

Exstem Creek Pioneer = «13-814 

Racing ee Oe 

Kosciusko 145 5 6 31 42 -I1 16 

Homenetmen 3 4 2 9 27 38-11 14 

Liverpool Warriors 15 2 2 Mit 43 32 8 

Bossy 151 1 1310 33 -43 4 
WOMEN'S STATE LEAGUE 
DIVISION ONE ROUND 16 


First Grade: Eastern Suburbs v. Gladesville Ravens W/O, 
Moorebank Sports v. NSW Institute/Academy W/O, Marconi 
Fairfield 2 drew Sutherland Sharks 2, Sydney United v. NNSW 
Institute/Academy W/O, UWS Macarthur 7 bt Nepean Panthers 3. 


P WD LF A DIFPTS 
NSWINST/Academy 13 11 2 070 7 63 35 
NNSWITC/Academy 13:10 3:0 51-5 46 33 
Sydney Utd 1410 1 3 615 48 31 
Sutherland Sharks 15.9 3 339 15 24 30 
Marconi Fairfield 148 3 3 60 14 46 27 
UWS Macarthur 16 6 0 1035 63 -28 18 
Gladesville Ravens 13.5 0 8 19 47 -28 15 
Moorebank Sports 32 1 1013 54 41 7 
Nepean Panthers 41 2 111677 61 5 
Eastern Suburbs 150 1 147 76 -69 1 


Second Grade: Eastern Suburbs y, Gladesville Ravens W/O, 
Moorebank Sports v. NSW Institute/Academy W/O, Sutherland 
Sharks 2 bt Sutherland Sharks 1, Sydney United vy. NNSW 
Institute/Academy W/O, Nepean Panthers 2 bt UWS Macarthur 1. 


P W DL F A DIFPTS 
Sutherland Sharks IS 11 1 3 64 15 49 34 
Marconi Fairfield 14-10" 26-2) 389) 29-932, 
Sydney Utd 14.9 2 3 51 14 37 29 
NNSW ITC/Academy 129 1 2 50 12 38 28 
Gladesville Ravens 138 2 3 35 14 21 26 
Eastern Suburbs 15: °6 "935 eazette Ss = OT 
NSW INST/Academy 13h 5: SOLS eaSeeT eres 
Moorebank Sports 12.2 0 107 41 -34 6 
Nepean Panthersa 142 0 1210 80 -70 6 
UWS Macarthur 16 1 1 14 5 88 =83 4 
WOMEN'S STATE LEAGUE 
DIVISION TWO ROUND 14 


First Grade: Wollongong City 8 bt Gladesville Ravens 0, 
Roselands 7 bt Bankstown City 0, Manly Warringah 3 bt 
Sutherland Shire 1, Central Coast WSA 12 bt Bathurst City 1, 
Shoalhaven Association 1 bt St George Association 0. 


PW D LF A DIFPIS 
Central Coast WSA 16 15 1 0 80 13 67 46 
Manly Warringah 16 11 2 3 46 24 22 35 
Shoalhaven Assoc 16 10 4 2 48 14 34 34 
St George Assoc 16 10 3 3 40-15 25 33 
Roselands 5 6 4 53933 6 2 
Bathurst City 16 6 2 8 4044 -4 20 
Wollongong City 163 4 9 2431 -7 13 
Gladesville Ravens 142 2 108 35 -27 8 
Sutherland Shire 15.2" Ii se sae, 
Bankstown City 140 1 13:10 97 -87 1 

Grade 15 

P W DL F A DIFPTS 
Parramatta Eagles 19 16 1 2 53 19 34 49 
Newcastle Breakers 2 12 0 8 37 2B 14 36 
Marconi Fairfield 199 9 5 5 38 20 18 32 
Gladesville Hornsby 199 372216 6 30 
Sydney United 0 8 6 62729 2 3 
Southem Distreits 20 8 5 73122 9 29 
Blacktown City 20.8 4 8 28 26 2 28 
Sydney Olympic 207 672% 1 27 
Manly Warringah 20 67 8 6 18 %6 8 2 
Wollongong City D0 is5 EB 7h 92! 230-1 23 
Sutherland Association 20 5 4 ‘11 21 41 -20 19 
MacArthur Rams 19 3 9 715 23 8 18 
Eastem Suburbs 20.4 5 1118 42 -24 17 
Leichhardt Tigers 2 1 10 9 16 37 -21 13 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE ROUND 20 
GI3 GI4 GIS GI6 
Southem Districts v Blacktown 30 31 13 04 


Parramatta Eagles v Marconi Fairfield 2-0 1-0 1-3 W/O 
Sydney Olympic v Sutherland Asso 2-2 1-4 5-1 20 
Manly Warringah v Eastern Suburbs 0-1 1-0. 1-1 1-1 
Leichhardt Tigers v Sydney Utd 15 05 10 1-1 


Newcastle Breakers vy MacArthur Rams 0-0 1-2 4-0 30 


Gladesville Homsby v Wollongong City 1-1 5-0 3-0 
* Parramatta Eagles y Manly Warringah 1-2 1-1 1-1 4-0 
** Leichhardt Tigers v Marconi Fairfield 3-1 1-0 3-1 0-0 


* = Rescheduled games from Round 10 
** = Rescheduled games from Round 9 
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ih 
Starr,Bridgette 


Nickname: Bridgie 

State? NNSW 

age? 22 

Hometown? Newcastle 

Home: House in Canberra 

Work/Study in Canberra: Postie 
Interests/Relaxation! Reading “That's 
Lite”, Exercising my dog Bailey 

Goals at AIS: Just to be up there. To do 
all the hard yakka that’s required, and 
make sure I'm standing there in the 
starting eleven singing the national 
anthem. 


AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S 
SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


"s 
AAN 


‘| State: NNSW 
age? 24 


Wotor Village. 


I've set myseli. 


Salisbury,Cheryl 


Nickname? Chez, Chezza 


Hometown! Newcastle 
j] Home? House in Canberra. 
Work/Study in Canberr 
Restaurant work at the Canberra 


Interests/Relaxation: liotorbike 
riding, playing with my dog, 
dreaming of going surfing, 
making the most of Telstra's 
special $3 phonecall rate. 
Goals at AIS! To see how tar I 
can actually go in achieving in 
personal goals and standards 


AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S 
SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


Peter,Joanne 


Nickname? Joey 
| state: sw 

| age? 19 
Hometown: Formerly Leeton, 
then Sydney. 


in Canberra. 
Work/Study in Canberra? Lots 


haven't settled into one job 
yet. Presently doing admin at 
AIS Physio. 


the beach, playing guitar, 
reading. 
Goals at AIS: To be selected 


in the starting eleven. 


AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S 
SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


ys 
AA 


Canberra Home: Sharing a house 


ot different things so far - 1 


Interests/Relaxation: Going to 


for the tours, and try and get 


Bartlett,Traci 


Nickname: Barts 
State: act 

age? 26 
Hometown! Sydney 

Home: Sharing a house in Canberra, 
Work/Study in Canberra: admin 
Services Officer at CIT (SPorts 
Enhancement Traineeship) 
Interests/Relaxation: Going to the 
beach, sleeping, going to the gym. 
Goals to achieve at AIS! To get into 
the team tor the Olympics. 


AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S 
SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


Women’s SuPpeER LEAGUE 
UWS MACARTHUR RAMS 


The UWS and Macarthur Rams clubs are proud to 
announce a merger of their women’s soccer programs, 


ALL-STAR SIDE 


NATIONAL JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 


SOUTHPORT, QLD 5-11 JULY 1998 


GK Emma WIRKUS 

DEF Prue CORMIE 

DEF Joanne NORTHCOTE 
DEF Belinda GAWLIK 
MID Rachael ALLEY 

MID Sarah HUDSON 
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SA 
QLD 
NSW 
SA 
NNSW 
NSW 


MID 
wip 
MID 
FWD 
FWD 


Erin O'SHEA SA 
Stacey STOCCO SA 
Ashley WILSON NNSW 
Shelley COOK TAS 
Rebecca MORRISON SA 


and will play in the 1999 Women’s Super League 
conducted by the NSW Soccer Federation Limited as 
UWS Macarthur Rams. 


The Board of Direétors of both clubs after careful 
planning are certain that the new club will be a force in 
women’s soccer and provide a career path for all players, 
especially for the junior development programs in the 
area. 


The UWS Macarthur Rams will be coached by high 
profile coach Peter Davies and administered by the well- 
known women’s soccer identity, Rob Laws, With the 
expertise of all parties, this will be an exciting time for all 
involved with the UWS Macarthur Rams. 


Any players wishing to know more about the club and 
opportuntiies offered are welcome to contact Rob Laws 
on 9618 3928 (W) or 9605 5809 (H). 


s Queanbeyan City coach Oscar 

Langone said afterwards: “At least we'll 

enjoy training this week.” Maybe the 

club should play University of Canberra 
More often - with just two wins this campaign, 
both have been against the students, 

The 4-1 margin was, in the end, throughly 
deserved, although if marks were deducted for 
missed chances, Queanbeyan would finish at the 
bottom of any competition. Injuries and suspensions 
had robbed Langone of almost his entire defence, 
including regular goalkeeper Jovan Naumovski, 
forcing him to play several men well out of position. 

As a result City tended to swarm forward in 
numbers, only to be caught at the back. It happened 
in the first half, after Goran Veljanski had given 
Queanbeyan the lead, the University equalising when 
Andy Mack was left to his own devices at the far 
post to head home a Mark Dowling cross, 

Langone had some harsh words to say to his men 
at half time, and the second 45 minutes was a truer 
reflection of City’s general dominance, 

Pat Phommaseisy restored the lead, Dane 
Gjorgievski made it 3-1 and substitute Steve Roberts 
finished the game off four minutes from the end, 
with a penetrating counter attack after University 


UNIT 2/3 PHIPPS CLOSE, DEAKIN, ACT. 2600 


Information Line: 1902 220 074 (Calis charged at 50c min — higher rates for mobile public telephones) 


Internet Home Page HTTP: www-ACTSF.ORC.AU 


QUEANBEYAN FINALLY WIN 


coach Brian Watkins had ordered more men forward. 

‘Watkins insisted afterwards he is enjoying his stint 
as first-grade coach “in the first year in about 24 1 
haven't played myself”, and still believed his team 
could haul itself away from the bottom of the table. 

“The main problem is up front,” he said. “We 
have the people in defence and midfield who can get 
the ball forward, but we're not doing anything with it 
in front of goal.” 

With just two score draws in 12 games, Watkins 
will have to be something of a magician to correct 
that problem in the last third of the regular season. 

*A more committed Monaro overcame a rather 
inexperienced Weston Creek 3-0 at Woden Park, 
writes Nick Guoth. 

‘The Creek was hampered by the loss of the 
league's equal top scorer, Steve Lazzari, through 
injury and the Paragalli brothers, both suspended. 

Monaro did it hard in the first half with both side 
having a number of chances, but in the 36th minute a 
short comer caught the home side sleeping. 

Paul Macor worked with Danny Serena, and his 
cross-cum-shot found Jimmy Baxter at the near post 
to flick the ball over the “keeper. 

‘The second half saw Monaro come out more keen 
for the win. The Creek was faced with foray after 


foray and it was only time before the pressure 
generated goals, 

Fifteen minutes into the half Serena sent over a 
cross from the right side. He found an unmarked 
Danny Macor who had time to bring the ball down 
and rifle it into the net, 

Five minutes later Macor showed some excellent 
skills to take the ball to the goal-line and centre it for 
youngster Heath Gillett to tap in. 

In other games, Belconnen United kept its goal- 
difference lead over Monaro with a 3-0 win against 
Canberra Olympic. The increasingly formidable 
scoring partnership of Marko Perinovic (2) and Matt 
Whyte sent Olympic, a nine-goal winner the week 
before, back to North Canberra empty-handed. 

The result disgusted Olympic coach Vic 
Femandez. “This was our worst game of the season,” 
he said. “The difference was that Belconnen fought 
for 90 minutes and we didn’t,” 

Gungahlin Juventus and Capital City Suns played 
a 0-0 draw - a result which will please neither club. 
Peter Josifoski and Gino Balloon had clear-cut 
chances for the Suns, and Juventus striker George 
Cattanach came close to pinching it for Juventus near 
the end, but this was to be a day when neither side 
was able to find the back of the net, 


EX-APIA STAR AT WORK 
IN PHILIPPINES 


occer Canberra administrator George 
Lemon caught up with an Australian star 
of former years, Graeme MacKinnon, on a 
Visit to the Philippines recently. 

MacKinnon, «regular in the Apia team of the late 
1960s and early 1970s, now runs a sports 
development foundation on the sultry island of Cebu. 

Lemon said he was surprised at the standard of the 
young players coached by the Australian, 

“They play and train under appalling conditions,” 
he said, “Most of the boys don’t have boots and play 
bare-footed on pitches which are little more than 
gravel, 

“Hardly any had kicked a ball six months ago, but 
they have already built up excellent skills.” 

Lemon said MacKinnon’s day began at 4am as he 
travels to all parts of the island, spreading the soccer 
gospel. 

“Graeme has a wonderful passion for the game,” 
he said. “All the young players come from 
underprivileged backgrounds and he volunteers his 
time and a great deal of his resources,” 

MacKinnon’s foundation does receive support 
from a wealthy Cebu businessman, Michel Lhuillier, 
and he eventually hopes to open a soccer academy 
with boys training and playing on a full-time basis. 

Tn the meantime, anyone wishing to assist him can 
contact Lemon at Soccer Canberra on (02) 62604000. 
Donations of boots or other soccer gear would be 
greatly appreciated. 


ie 


Graeme MacKinnon, with Assistant Mario Ceniza with an Under 10 team from the 


Naga Elementary School, Cebu. 


KANGA CUP WRAP 


he Kanga Cup International Youth 

Tournament lived up to its name this 

year with the first final contested by two 

overseas teams, competition manager 
Bill Van Der Vlist said, 

In the boys Under 11 competition North Shore of 
New Zealand edged past the Georgians, Sikharuli, by 
21. 

“The New a were one of the strongest 
teams I have seen here in this age group, and 
Sikharuli was the only opponent which scored 
against them,” Van Der Vlist said. 

It was also a tournament to remember for the Blue 
Light club from the Tuggeranong Valley, which 
reached a final for the first time in Under 14, only to 
lose to Canberra Deakin 5-4 at the end of a marathon 
Penalty shoot out, which needed 20 kicks to decide 
it. Van Der Vlist said interest in next year’s 
tournament is at a high level. “Both the Georgians 


and the Fijians have told me they will be back, and 
we have also had inquiries from three clubs in the 
United States and one from Brescia, in Italy,” he 
said, 

Final results were: Boys: Under 11: North Shore 
(New Zealand) 2 Sikharuli (Georgia) 1. Player of the 
Tournament; Stean Otto (North Shore), 

Fair Play: Belwest Pumas (ACT). 

Under 12: Gunners United (NSW) 3 Belnorth 
(ACT) 1. Player of Tournament: Jair Wilk (Belnorth 
Gold). Fair Play: Napier (New Zealand). 

Under 13: Sunshine Coast (Queensland) 1 Port 
RSL (NSW) 0, Player of Tournament: Callum 
Beaton (Belnorth). Fair Play: Marist (ACT). Under 
14: Canberra Deakin 2 Blue Light (ACT) 2 
(Canberra Deakin won 5-4 on penalties). Player of 
‘Tournament: Shintaro Miyabe (Canberra Deakin). 

Fair Play: Weston Creek Royals (ACT), 

Under 15: Belnorth Lions (ACT) 1 Marist (ACT) 


0. Player of Tournament: David McCall (Sunshine 
Coast). Fair Play: Belnorth Lions (ACT), 

Under 16; Valley Suns (ACT) 3 Stingrays (NSW) 
0. Player of Tournament: Goran Veljanovski (Valley 
Suns), Fair Play: Valley Suns: 

Under 17: United (ACT) 2 Marist (ACT) 1. Player 
of Tournament: Yosef Zamora (Marist). Fair Play: 
ACT Under 15s. 

Under 24: Nadroga (Fiji) 3 Cooma (NSW) 1. 
Player of Tournament: Frank Cerundolo (CIT Red). 
Fair Play: CIT Red (ACT). 

Girls: Under 14: Holiday Coast (NSW) ! Central 
Coast (NSW) 0. Player of Tournament Kim 
McMinimee. 

Fair Play: Belsouth (ACT). 

Under 16: Holiday Coast (NSW) 3 Belconnen All 
Stars (ACT) 1. Player of Tournament: Jess Van 
Aardt (Tuggeranong United). Fair Play: Weston 
Creek (ACT), 


PH: 06 260 4000 FAX: 06 260 4999 


By Graham Cooke 


NOVELL ACT P/L 


Division One 
Round 13 Sunday, July 26 
Belconnen United y Queanbeyan City Jamison Oval 
Canberra City -v_ Canberra Olympic Majura Oval 
Monaro v Canberra Deakin High Street 
Uni of Canberra —y-Gungablin Juventus University Oval 
Capital City Suns _¥ Weston Creek Royals O'Connor Oval 
Firsts 2pm, Under 23s Noon, 
Division Two 


Round 16 Saturday, July 25 


Bums Club v Defence Academy Kambah Oval No 2 (2) 
ANU v O'Connor Knights North Oval, 
Canberra Defence y White Eagles RMC Oval 
Cooma y Tuggeranong Utd Nijong Oval 
Firsts 3pm, Under 23s Ipm 

Division 1 
Canberra Olympic 0 Belconnen United 3 
‘Canberra Deakin. 2) Canberra City 0 
Queanbeyan City 4 — University of Canberra 
Gungahlin Juventus 0 Capital City Suns 0 
Weston Creck Royals 0 Monaro 3 

P W SD DL F APIS 
Belconnen United 25 B30. 32 12) 
Monaro: 2 6 6 00 29 13 30 
‘Canberra Olympic Rat 3 D3. 320 
Capital City Suns. Yea any soe Naa TB 9 
Canberra Deakin: Se TS Th ESF 
WestonCreckRoyals 12 6 1! 0 5 2 23 20 
GungahlinJuvenus 12 «4 «2-2 4 2B 1S 1B 
Queanbeyan City 12. 245.2..0)- 8. 26. 40.10: 
Canberra City 2 4. 2.0 9 16 30 8 
Uni of Canberra 2 0 2 0 10 10 45:4 


Golden Boot (after Round 11) 


Peter Buljan Capital City Suns 
Marko Perinovie Belconnen United 
Steve Lazar Weston Creek Royals 
Scott Manson Belconnen United 
Matt Valeri Gungahlin Juventus 
Marcello Fernandez Canberra Olympic 


texnccees 


Under 23: Canberra Olympic 1 Belconnen United 11, Canberra 
Deakin 1 Canberra City 6, Queanbeyan City 2 University of 
Canberra 6, Gungahlin Juventus 4 Capital City Suns 0, Weston 


Creek Royals 2 Monaro 1, 
Points: Gungahlin Juventus 32, Belconnen United 25, Uni 


versity 


of Canberra 24, Canberra Deakin 22, Weston Creek 20, Canberra 
City 19, Queanbeyan City 17, Capital City Suns 13, Monaro 11, 


Canberra Olympic 0. 


Youth: Radford 1 Belconnen United 7, Weston Creek Royals 1 
Canberra Deakin 3, St Edmunds 5 Queanbeyan City 0, Canberra 
Olympic 0 Gungahlin Juventus 1, Goulburn City 5 Capital City Suns 
2 


Points: Belconnen United 32, Canberra Deakin 28, Weston 
Creek 26, University of Canberra 25, Gungahlin Juventus 22, Capital 
City Suns 17, St Edmounds 17, Tuggeranong United 15, Belconnen 
Strikers 15, Radford 15, Canberra City 13, Goulburn City 12, 


Canberra Olympic 3, Queanbeyan City 2. 


Division 2 


Defence Academy 3. ANU 
White Eagles 1 Burns Club 
Tuggeranong United 3 Canberra Defence 
©'Connor Knights 0 Cooma 

Po WSDDLF A 
ANU 4 10 1 0 3 35 21 
Bums Club ig 10 1 0 3 25 21 
White Eagles 5 8 1 0 6 3 20 
Cooma 4 3.05 4 19 
Tuggeranong United 14 6 1 0 7 28 32 
O'Connor Knights 11 6 0 0 5 13 18 
Defence Academy 14 4 0 0 10 21 36 
Canberra Defence «12 «0 010 6 47 


Under 23s: Defence Academy 0 ANU 9, White Eagles 2 


Rtas) 


Pts 
32 


Burns 


Club 1, Tuggeranong United 0 Canberra Defence 3, O'Connor 


Knights 5 Cooma 1. 
Points: ANU 40, White Eagles 29, Defence Academy 26, 


Burns 


Club 22, O'Connor Knights 19, Tuggeranong United 17, Canberra 


Defence 13, Cooma 5. 
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GNJIDIC WINS IT 


SOUTH DANDENONG O 
BULLEEN 1 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


Bike Inter Kings’ solid, if 
junspectacular, run of results 
continued with a hard fought 1-0 win 
over South Dandenong on Saturday. 
Even though they lost, South Dandy 
look sure to stay up now with other 
results on the weekend going in their 


SaaoeT 
favour. 


Kings leading scorer, Danny Gnjidic, 
Was the difference between the two 
sides. 

He settled this game with 2 goal in 
the 64th minute after some capitulation 
in the South Dandy defence. 

He also hit the bar during the first 
half with a chance he would normally 
be expected to score from. 

South Dandy pressured during the 
second period, but never looked like 
finding a goal. 

Substitute Elvis Korcarevski had 
their best chance, but he shot wide with 
just Kings goalkeeper Sean Keogh to 
beat. 

South: Bradford, Dzaferovski, Bell, 
Ulusoy, Geri, Savage, Murigi, Corallo 


(Korcarevski), Memedovski, 
R.Mezensof. 
Kings: Keogh,  Stojcevski 


(Tartaglia), Valentic, Waddell, Della 
Rocea, Mazzini, Everetts (Catalano), 
Atanasovski, Grbac, Colina 
(Sherifovski), 

Votes: 3- Waddell (BK), 2- Della 
Rocca (BK), 1- Gnjidic (BK). 


CITY DOOMED? 


FAWKNER 3 
MOORABBIN O 


By Duyght Tuffnel 


Foe: Blues kept their hopes for 
a spot in the top five alive with a 
3-0 win over Moorabbin City on 
Sunday. 

Moorabbin are all but relegated in 
their first season in the Premier League, 
even a victory next week over Sunshine 
Georgies is unlikely to keep them up. 

With five first team regulars missing, 
Moorabbin were never likely to take the 
points but Fawkner had to wait until 
Tate in the game to secure the win with 
two goal in the last three minutes, 

The Blues took a 1-0 lead with ten 
minutes left of a scrappy first half, 
Santo Emmanuele sliding the ball past 
Lee Prentice from Joe Biskic’s low 
cross. 

Fawkner bombarded the Moorabbin 
goal during the second half and when 
hing wasn’t letting them 


SHEEDS FIRES 
UP SHARKS 


BENTLEIGH O 
PORT MELBOURNE 1 


rt Melbourne scored a very 

important 1-0 victory over 
Bentleigh Greens at the Kingston 
Heath soccer complex on Saturday. 

‘The win keeps Port in the finals race 
with a tough game against Fawkner 
Blues at home next week, 

The Sharks were given a pep talk by 
AFL coach Essendon's Kevin Sheedy 
before the game to spur them on and it 
worked, 

Both teams produced end to end 
action which created many clear cut 
opportuniti 

Bentleigh's Harry Micheil came 
close when he struck the woodwork in 
the second half. 

It took a magical goal by substitute 
Peter Tslokis to seal victory for Port 
who was making his comeback after a 
Jong lay off with injury. 

Tsolakis blasted Port Melbourne's 


winner in the 84th minute with one of] 
his long range specials, 

Greens; Clarke, Karapatsos, 
Micheil, McDonagh, Constantinou, 
Drakos, Hastie (Kourkoutzelos), Van 


Egmond, Healey, Todorovski 
(Moreira), Rossios. 
Sharks: Frangos, R.Vargas, 


Caimakamis, Tsirtsakis, Tsaltas, Heath, 
Palamaras (Livanopoulos ; Tsolaki: 
Karakyrakos, Sonsini, Giaccherini, 


Palatsides 

Votes: 3 R. Vargas (PM), 2- 
Caimakamis (PM) 1- Constantinou 
(BG). 


ZEBRAS THRASH 
LIONS 


PRESTON 1 


lhomastown Zebras handed out a 
6-1 thrashing to Preston Lions ina 
me that had little bearing on the 


Ie. 

A free kick in the eighth minute by 
Ivan Filipovski penetrated the Zebras 
defence but was cut short by the hand of 
Robert Manzella only to be deflected 
into the path of Sash Markovski who 
scored for Lions. 

From then on, it was all Thomastown. 
Their first of six goals came in the 18th 
minute when Nick Lazarevski drove the 
ball wide and opened the centre for Tony 
Lingurovski to notch the equaliser. 

‘The Zebras claimed the lead in the 
35th minute, Nick Cuculevski scoring 
after Lazarevski had hit the post. 

Six minutes later, the Zebras were at 


NOT SO MAGIC 


SUNSHINE 3 
ALTONA 1 


By John Rigas 


Sin ie Georgies upset title 

favourites Altona Magic 3-1 in an 

exciting second half of football which 

Prccuced four goals at Chaplin 
eserve on Sunday, 

Altona should have taken the lead one 
minute into the second stanza When 
striker Zoran Petrevski shot narrowly 
wide. 

Petrevski did find the back of the net 
in the 51st minute when he latched onto & 
freekick floated in by Sash Becvinoyski. 

Four minutes later Sunshine*s 
‘Anthony Magnacca was sent tumbling by 
Robert Runje in the box which resulted 
in a penalty. Magnacca stepped up to 


C 


down, City ‘keeper Prentice was 
keeping them at bay. 

Panl Ferrante scored the Blues’ 
second in the 87th minute, guiding the 
ball under Prentice after Emmanuele’s 
shot had been deflected. 

Emmanuele sealed the win with a 
penalty conversion in time added on. 

The club's leading scorer had been 
brought down by Prentice after Marco 
i Sauro had played him through. 

Blues: Gonzalez, Tramontana, 
Grimaud, P.Ferrante, Schipano, Di 
Sauro, Bordignon, Biskic (T.Simsek), 
Emmanuele, Duzel, K.Simsek 
(Sterjovski). 

City: Prentice, Naughtin, Davie, 
Graham, Marley (Pantelidis; Poole), 
Jackson, Blit (Sekulovski), Leopold, 
Durand, Feehan, Armour. 

Votes: 3- P.Ferrante (FB), 2- Biskic 
(FB), 1- Emmanuele (FB) 

H 


it again, Lazarevski registering the third 
goal with a superb shot from inside the 
penalty area, 

A fourth goal by the Zebras in the 
5$th minute completely shut the game, 
substitute Mohamed El Kersh, with his 
first touch, hit the post, the rebound was 
knocked in by Cuculevski. 

Ten minutes later Thomastown 
scored their fifth with Lingurovski 
scored with after a corner from John 
Karamintanis. 

‘Thomastown finished off the big win 
when Cuculevski completed his hat- 
trick, converting a penalty after El Kersh 
was fould by Danny Lisolajski. 

Lions: Acevski, Drogriski, Lisolajski 
(Kotevski), Dimovski (Slavevski), 
Markovski, Burlak, Filipovski, Ivanov, 
Emsovski, Talevski (Petrovski), Smimis. 

Zebras: Manzella, Jolevski, 
Angelovski, Grganovic (Karamintanis), 
De Propertis (Ardis), Cuculevski, 
Boschini, Slifkas, Lazarevski (El Kersh), 
Lingurovski, Gasparini. 

Votes: 3- Cuculeyski (TZ), 2- 
Lazareyski (TZ), 1- Lingurovski ie 


convert his spotkick. 


In the 74th minute lija Dragicevie 
chipped a freekick over the defensive 
wall for Alfonzo Opazo to score from 
close range. 

Sunshine left its best till last when 
Magnacca played the ball wide for 
Dragicevie who in turn found Brandon 
Vassallo who from 25 meters powered 
his strike past Darren McGrath. 

‘The Magic have now dropped into 
third position after gaining one point in 
their last three games. 

Altona’s status as champions has to be 
questioned with one round remaining 
until the finals. 

Georgies: Wardle, Stojanoyski, 
Kanesoulis, Krajacic, De Bono, Gurpinar 
(Monitio), Siveski (Scicluna), Opazo 


(Kozsik), Vassallo, Dragicevic, 
Magnacca. 
Magic: McGrath, Vasilevski, 


Tasevski, Runje (Bogdanovski), 
Markovski, Rusmir, Georgopoulos 
(Sapazovski), Becvinovski, Petrevski, 
Fak. 
Votes: 3- Dragicevic (SG), z 


Magnacca (SG), |-Kanesoulis (SG) 


[SAINTS GO 
MARCHING ON 
ST ALBANS 2 
HEIDELBERG O 


By Bert van Bedat 


it Albans Saints wrapped up the 

Minor Premiership with a 2-0 
victory over Heidelberg United on 
Sunday. 

Heidelberg’s defeat consigns them to 
State League Division 1 football next 
season, 

After next week's game, the Saints 
can look forward to a week's break for 
the first week of the finals after 
securing top spot in a match they 
dominated, even after having Idriz Pelja 
sent off in the 57th minute. 

St Albans took the lead in the 36th 
minutes when Heidelberg’s George 
Georgiadis directed the ball into his 
‘own net from Hlija Rados” cross. 


Pelja then received a second yellow 
card when he kicked out at Gary Hasler, 


oe 
just a couple of minutes after being 
booked for first time. 

Heidelberg couldn’t make any 
progress despite the advantage of 
having an extra man. 

Slavko Rados hit a post before Harry 
Karl notched’his 22nd goal of the year 
in the 86th minute when he shot past 
Bojo Jevdjevic on the turn from Artur 
Kirichian’s through ball. 

Saints: Vunderl, $.Rados, Magdic 
(Raspudic), Cuze, Vukadin (Colina), 
Kirichian, I.Rados, Pelja, Razov, 
Sianidis (J.Kozic), Karl. 

United: Jevdjevic, Makris, 
Grigorakis, Georgiadis, Hasler, Tsonis, 
Anastasiou (Pouniotis), Lenetis, 
Amiridis, Stefanidis, Medjedovic. 

Votes: 3- Magdic (StA), 2- Karl 
(StA), I- Hasler (HU) 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 


DIV 1 ROUND 18 RESULTS 
Kingston City 5. Ringwood City 0 
Altona East 3. Lalor United 0 
Doncaster Rovers 1 North Geelong Warriors 2 
Richmond 1 Westvale 2 
Wester Suburbs 3 Westgate 2 
Springvale City 1 Werribee City 1 
Melton Reds 2. Northcote City 2 

PWODLF A Pts 
Westvale 18 16 1 1 68 12 49 
Altona Fast 18 14 2 2 56 17 44 
Western Subrubs 18 12 1 5 45 21 37 
Kingston City 18 11 2 5 38 16 32 
Werribee City 18 9 3 6 37 28 30 
North Geelong Warriors 18 8 3 7 32 25 27 
Richmond 18 7. 93.8 32, 32),24 
Doncaster Rovers 18. dese P3095 /23 
Springvale City 18 6 4 8 33 37 22 
Northcote City 18 6 3 9 32 49 21 
Westgate 17 4 7 6 34 32 19 
Lalor United 18 3 4 I 28 47 13 
Ringwood City 173 2 1222 4611 
Melton Reds 18 0 1 17 11 110 -2 


Pp IE) 


LEADING SCORERS 

22 Karl (St Albans Saints) 

Becvinovski (Altona Magic) 

18 Gnjidic (Bulleen Inter Kings) 
Markovski (Preston Lions) 

7 Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 

14, Genovesi (Green Gully Cavaliers) 
Cuculevski (Thomastown Zebras) 
Lazareyski (Thomastown Zebras) 

i Corallo (South Dandenong) 
Donev (Green Gully Cavaliers) 
R.Mezensof (South Dandenong) 


PASCOE VALE SPORTSCENE/ 
ABSW AWARD LEADING VOTES 


25 Magnacca (Sunshine Georgies) 
Cuculeyski (Thomastown Zebras) 
20 Becvinoyski (Altona Magic) 
Rusmir (Altona Magic) 
Karl (St Albans Saints) 


19  Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 

18 Gnjidic (Bullen Inter Kings) 
Biskic (Pawkner Blues) 

15 Jolevski (Thomastown Zebras) 
Emsovski (Preston Lions) 

14 Fak (Altona Magic) 
Waddell (Bulleen Inter Kings) 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


: PW 
St Albans Saints 25 16 
Bulleen Inter Kings 25 12 
Altona Magic 25 14 
Port Melb Sharks 25 13 
Fawkner Blues 25 1 
Green Gully Cavaliers 24 12 
Sunshine Georgies 25 10 
Thomastown Zebras 25 
Preston’ Lions 25 
Bentleigh Greens 25 
Springvale White Eagles 24 
South Dandenong 25 
Moorabbin City 25 
Heidelberg United 25 


PASCOE VALE 


SporTSCENE 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 


403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9554 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR 
PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 
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Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SPORTSCENE 


~ ROUND 19 FL 19 FIXTURES ~~‘ CRAZY JO) 
Sunday July 26 


Ringwood City v Melton Reds 
Springvale City v Kingston City 
Werribee City v Western Suburbs 
Northcote City vy Lalor United 
Westgate v Richmond 
Westvale v Doncaster Rovers 
North Geelong Warriors v Altona East 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 
DIV 2 ROUND 18 RESULTS 

Regent Bulla 3 Broadmeadows City 
Oakleigh 5 Altona City 
Essendon Bruns. Royals 1 Cranbourne 
Knox City 0 East Richmond 
Melbourne City 2 Maroondah Arrows 
Frankston Strikers 2 Old Scotch Waverley 
Mooroolbark 0 Yarraville/Glen Eira 


PWDLFA 
Oakleigh 18 14 2 2 55 15 
Melbourne City 18 11 5 2 36 16 
Yarraville/Glen Eira «18-11 3.«4 «32-16 
Old Scotch Waverley 18 10 1 7 38 29 
East Richmond 17 6 5 16 13 
Frankston Strikers ive eR RL a) 
Cranbourne AG's <2 830436, 
Knox City 18 7 4 7 32 24 
Regent Bulla 1B 7 2 9 27 40 
Essendon Bruns. Royals 18 7 1 10 26 37 
Altona City 8 5° 6 7 2 22 
Maroondah Arrows 18 5 5 8 2 2% 
Broadmeadows City 18 2 4 12 21 46 
Mooroolbark 18 1 3 14:12 53 

ROUND 19 FIXTURES 
Saturday July 25 


Yarraville/Glen Eira y Frankston Strikers 
Old Scotch Waverley v Melbourne City 
Maroondah Arrows v Knox City 
Mooroolbark v Broadmeadows City 
East Richmond v Essendon Bruns. Royals 
Cranbourne vy Oakleigh 
Altona City v Regent Bulla 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 
DIV 3 ROUND 18 RESULTS 
North Coburg United 2 Keilor Park 
Keysborough 2. Fitzroy City 
Banyule City 1 South Springvale 
Stonnington City 1 Diamond Valley United 
South Werribee 1 Bell Park 
Frankston Pines 10 Chelsea 
Geelong 3 Pascoe Vale 
PWODLF A Pts 
Geelong 18-15 21 55 15 47 
Diamond Valley United 18 12 4 2 46: 18 40 
Stonnington City 18 2, 3 3739 21 39) 
Frankston Pines 18 11 4 3 53 26 37 
South Springvale 18 8 4 6 29 24 28 
Keilor Park ES) 7-2 9) 3030: 23 
North Coburg United ASRS pt SerOmean 2120, 
Pascoe Vale 18 6 2 1027 39 20 
Bell Park 18 6 3 9 27 35 18 
Banyule City 114 4 9 3 3016 
Fitzroy City 17 4 4 9 20 28 16 
Chelsea Seo? 215k 16. 
Keysborough 18 4 2 1226 47 14 
South Werribee 18 5 2 11 26 55 14 
ROUND 19 FIXTURES 
Saturday July 25 
Pascoe Vale v Frankston Pines 
Chelsea v South Werribee 
Bell Park v Stonnington City 
Keilor Park v Geelong 
Diamond Valley United v Banyule City 
South Springvale v Keysborough 
Fitzroy City v North Coburg United 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 
DIV 4 ROUND 18 RESULTS 
Melton 2 Langwarrin 2 
Nunawading City 1 Seaford United 2 
Western Eagles 2 Sandringham City 2 
Moreland City 1 South Wantima 2 
Clifton Hill United PP Geelong Rangers PP 
South Caulfield 1 Williamstown 3 
Corio 2° Sunbury United 2 

PWOLF A Pts 
Moreland City 18 14 2 2 55 21 44 
South Wantirna 18 12 3 3 46 17 39 
Williamstown 18 12 2 4 34 18 38 
Seaford United 18 11 4 3 46 26 37 
Langwarrin 18 11 3 4 46 26 36 
Sandringham City 18 8 5 5 49 34 29 
Geelong Rangers 179 1 7 26 26 28 
Corio 18 7 5 6 33 26 26 
Sunbury United 18 6 5 725 2423 
Western Eagles 18 4 6 8 29 37 18 
Melton 18 5 2 1137 49:17 
Clifton Hill United 17 4 0 13 20 58 12 
Nunawading City 182) desis2isT-7 
South Caulfield 18 0 1 1712 0 1 

ROUND 19 FIXTURES 
Saturday July 25 


Sunbury United v South Caulfield 
Williamstown v Clifton Hill United 
Geelong Rangers v Moreland City 
Langwarrin v Corio 
South Wantima v Wester Eagles 
Sandringham City v Nunawading City 
Seaford United vy Melton 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 1 
ROUND 18 RESULTS 

Endeavour United 4 Glenroy 0 
Templestowe Eagles 2 Mitcham United 0 
Springvale Condors 0 Lyndale United 3 
Lalor 3 Brandon Park 0 
Croxton Park 2 Monbulk 1 
Riversdale bye 


North Sunshine Eagles bye 

TABLE - Croxton Park 32, Lalor 29, Lyndale United 28, 
Endeavour United 25, North Sunshine Eagles 21, 
‘Templestowe Eagles 19, Riversdale 18, Monbulk 17, 
Mitcham United 17, Springvale Condors 17, Glenroy 13, 
Brandon Park 5. 


ROUND 19 FIXTURES — 19 FIXTURES 
Saturday July 25 


North Sunshine Eagles v Croxton Park 
Monbulk v Lalor 
Brandon Park v Springvale Condors 
Lyndale United v Templestowe Eagles 
Mitcham United v Riversdale 
Glenroy - bye 
Endeavour United - bye 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 2 
STH/EAST 


Postphoned Round 14 game 


Braeside United 3. Old Camberwell Gram. 0 
TABLE - Morwell Pegasus 34, Dandenong 34, 
Waverley Wanderers 31, Doveton 24, 
Newborough/Yallourn 22, Monash University 18, 
Dingley City 16, Noble Park 16, Braeside United 14, 
Ashburton 8, Berwick City 5, Old Camberwell Gram. 4. 


ROUND 15 FIXTURES 
Saturday July 25 


Dandenong v Dingley City 
Monash University v Morwell Pegasus 
Doveton v Braeside United 
Noble Park v Berwick City 
Old Camberwell Gram. y Ashburton 
Newborough/Yalloun v Waverley Wanderers 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 2 
NTH/WEST/CENTRAL 


TABLE - Sydenham Park 33, Brunswick City 29, South 
Yarra 23, Broadmeadows United 22, Ballarat 20, Uni. of 
Melbourne 19, Elwood City 18, Hoppers Crossing 17, 
Melbourne University 16, Keon Park 15, La Trobe 
University 10, Meadow Park 8. 


ROUND 15 FIXTURES 
Saturday July 25 


Meadow Park v Melbourne University 
La Trobe University v Keon Park 
Elwood City v Hoppers Crossing 

Uni. of Melbourne v Brunswick City 
Sydenham Park y Ballarat 
South Yarra v Broadmeadows United 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIV3 
STH/EAST/CENTRAL 


TABLE - Dandenong Inter 32, Clayton 30, Heatherton 
United 30, Noble Park United 28, Caulfield United 23, 
Ivanhoe United 17, Endeavour Hills 17, North Caulfield 
16, Flemington Falcons 15, Collingwood City 12, 
Thombury United 10, Parkmore 3. 


ROUND 15 FIXTURES 
Sunday July 26 


Clayton v Flemington Falcons 
Heatherton United v Ivanhoe United 
Parkmore v Noble Park United 
Caulfield United v Thornbury United 
Endeavour Hills v North Caulfield 
Dandenong Inter v Collingwood City 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIV 3 NTH/WEST 


Postphoned Round 11 game 


Brimbank 1 Watsonia Heights 0 


Postphoned Round 14 game 


Whittlesea United 1 North Glenroy 5 
TABLE - Mill Park 26, Somerton City 23, Darebin 
United 22, North Glenroy 20, North Reservoir 19, 
Northern United 19, Brimbank 15, Keilor United 13, 
West Preston 13, Watsonia Heights 11, Whittlesea 
United 5. 


ROUND 15 FIXTURES 
Sunday July 26 


Somerton City v Brimbank 
Northern United v West Preston 
North Reservoir v Whittlesea United 
Darebin United y Keilor United 
North Glenroy v Mill Park 
Watsonia Heights - bye 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE CUP 
Round 1 outstanding game 


North Sunshine Eagles 3 Uni. of Melbourne 1 


“Aealthy Diet — “ny Te” 


PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS 


Kound 25 


* South Dandenong 0 - Bulleen Inter Kings 1 (Gnjidic) 
Bentleigh Greens 0 - Port Melbourne Sharks 1 (Tsolakis) 


Sunshine Georgies 3 (Magnacca, Opazo, Vassallo) — 
Fawkner Blues 3 (Emmanuele 2, P.Ferrante) — 
Preston Lions 1 (Markovski) — 


Altona Magic 1 (Petrevski) 
Moorabbin City 0 


Thomastown Zebras 6 (Cuculevski 3, Lazarevski, Lingurovski 2) 
St Albans Saints 2 (Georgiaidis og, Karl) - Heidelberg United 0 


PREMIER LEAGUE FIXTURES 


Round 26 
Sunday July 26 


St Albans Saints v Green Gully Cavaliers — Churchill Reserve - kick off 3.00pm 
Heidelberg United v Preston Lions — Olympic Village — kick off 3.00pm 
Thomastown Zebras v Bentleigh Greens — Partridge Reserve — kick off 3.00pm 
Port Melbourne Sharks v Fawkner Blues — Anderson Reserve — kick off 3.00pm 
Moorabbin City v Sunshine Georgies — Kingston Heath Soccer Complex — kick off 3.00pm 
Altona Magic v South Dandenong - Paisley Park — kick off 3.00pm 
Springvale White Eagles v Bulleen Inter Kings - Serbian Sports Centre — kick off 3.00pm 
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hese days, players making the step up 

from the Victorian Premier League to 

National League are a rare breed. Clubs 

such as Carlton and South Melbourne 
have said that it would be very unlikely they would 
to be signing any players from the premier. 

In the past, the Premier League has supplied many 
National League teams with players, some of them 
even going on to gain national selection. 

Steve Horvat, Josip Skoko and Joe Spiteri are just 
some of the names who got their start in the Premier 
League and have gone on to represent their country, 

Now it seems that these players are not even being 
considered seriously by Ericsson Cup clubs, only Ivan 
Jolic (Melbourne Knights) and Nick Tsaltas 
(Gippsland Falcons) made the transition last season 
(with moderate success). 

‘The gradual drop in standard in the Premier League 
is the major factor. 

“The gap between National League and Premier 
League is so far apart, and it’s getting bigger and 
bigger,” South Melbourne coach Ange Postecoglou 
says, 

“Premier league clubs are only training two or three 
times or a week whereas National League teams 
would be training seven or eight times.” 

Postecoglou has said that the players in the Premier 
League were “nothing to get excited about”. Sunshine 
Georgies coach Gus McLeod agrees. 

‘There are players who would be worth taking a 
punt on, but only a handful says McLeod, who has 
coached in the Premier League for 15 years. 

“If I was coaching a National League club there 
wouldn't be too much I'd be interested in signing,” 
McLeod noted, 

Altona Magic coach, Jan Dobson, doesn’t see it as 
too much of a worry. - 

“They (Ericsson Cup clubs), are quite selective in 
who they’re going to take on, they tend to pick their 
young players from the AIS or VIS.” 

But even these, and other institutes, won't have 
enough players to go around and Ericsson Cup clubs 
are going to have find another source for their players. 

Not every youth league player makes it to the 
senior team and the continual drain of the country’s 
best young players to overseas clubs adds to the need 
for replacements to be found, 

Postecoglou — who has seen iany Premier League 
games this year — said that when watching these 
games, he measures players against those he has seen 
make the step up in the previous years. 

“T'll_always remember watching Danny Tiatto and 
Steve losifidis and they stuck out a mile from anyone 
else,” said Postecoglou. 


Ange Postecoglou ... “I know what | am 
looking for,” says the championship winning 
coach. 


“{ know what I’m looking for at these games, I 


always go with an open mind.” 

One of McLeod's players at Sunshine, Anthony 
Magnacca, is good enough to play at the next level 
according to McLeod. 

Despite all the rumours linking him. with Marconi 
and Carlton, nothing official has come yet from these 


two clubs. 

Brisbane Strikers are the latest club to show an 
interest in Magnacca, they're keen to have him for a 
trial but again, nothing has been decided. 

Young, talented players in the Premier League are 
at a premium, despite the likes of Vas Trpcevski 
signing for Perth Glory. 

Magnacca apart, there are only about five or six 
players who have been talked about as future National 
League players, 

Brandon Vassallo (Sunshine Georgies) and Roddy 
Vargas (Port Melbourne Sharks) spring to mind. 

But these two, and Magnacca, are at an age - 
around 18-19 - where playing for a National League 
clubs youth team would be of no benefit to them. 

“Playing in the youth team would only harm them” 
said McLeod. 

‘And anyway, if a young player can earn more 
money playing in the Premier League than he would 
in the youth league, why would he move? 

““A National League coach is going to ask himself if 
the player from the Premier League is going to really 
push the guy who already plays in that position for his 
spot” McLeod says. 

“Most of the time, the answer would be no.” 

Postecoglou agrees. 

“Unless that guy is going to be a first team regular, 
there’s no point in bringing him in, he'd just be a 
squad player with very limited chances.” 

But players like Daniel Vasilevski and Radoslav 
Culibrk, both 16 and regulars with their clubs Altona 
Magic and Springvale White Eagles must be taken in 
by National League clubs says McLeod. 


“Young guys that age should be taken on by 
National League clubs and played in their youth team 
for a year or so,” 

In Vasilevski, Altona have an undoubted star of the 
future. 

Breaking in at his age, and to a team that has built 
the foundations of three successive championships on 
having a settled line-up suggests he's pretty special. 

His coach Dobson, knows that he has an above 
average youngster. 

“He’s had a full season with us, he’s an excellent 
player but he still needs work,” Dobson says. 

“J don’t think I'd be in favour of him being at a 
National League club and with us at the same time. 

“If he plays with us in the winter and then goes and 
plays youth league in the summer, there’s a danger 
that he will be burnt out.” 

There are other factors contributing to this 
situation. 

Loan players from the National League are 
acquired by the clubs for certain periods, often 
holding up the progression of young players into the 
first team. 

McLeod is very critical of clubs who take liberties 
with the rule that allows them to get these players on 
loan. 

Each club is allowed two on loan but some bring in 
more by signing a player outright and then the club 
who releases him signs him back. 

“The Premier League was a very fair and even 
competition until the National League players were 
allowed in. 

“t's not the players fault or the VSF's fault, it’s the 
clubs who are bringing these guys in who are to 
blame. 

“And who are discarded to find places for these 
guys? It always the young players.” 
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ining up an Aunt Sally or a shooting 

gallery at the end of two hours of soccer 

seems a crazy way fo end a game of fluid 

motion and rapid action. It introduces 
an element of lottery and arbitrariness to the 
outcome of matches on which much may be 
resting, even the World Cup itself, which was 
settled by this method for the first time in the 
United States in 1994 after a goal-less draw in the 
final between Brazil, the eventual winner, and 
Italy. Surely there must be a better way of 
deciding a result? 

As with much in soccer, the simplest and most 
traditional of games, there is a history to the current 
method of deciding matches. Early matches were 
often timeless, and even today on the beaches and 
back-lots of the world many games start at first light 
and end only when it is impossible to see. In my 
youth in Scotland, the cry of “Next goal the winner” 
would go up when teams were level or the night 
drew in, or even when one side led by a huge score 
and the opposition wanted to try to con the apparent 
winners into making the final few minutes 
worthwhile, and sometimes when nobody knew the 
score since the personnel taking part had changed 
several times over the course of the “game”, If the 
ball owner's mum decided it was time for tea, then 
the cry might be heard then too. 

As rules solidified in the nineteenth century the 
possibility of the three outcomes to a match were 
gradually settled, a win for either side or a draw. 
‘The idea that goals were the only way of deciding 


matches evolved too, though for many years corner 
kicks gained might be added up, if goals were 
identical. 

This was still the case in some Glasgow cup 
competitions until after the Second World War. In 
league competitions a draw hardly matters, since it 
is the results over the whole season which determine 
the outcome. 

Even today in England, Spain or in Italy itis the 
team which finishes on top of the ladder, which is 
declared, champion. Only in a few places, Croatia is 
‘one and Australia is another, is a finals series is used 
to decide the outcome of a league championship. 

It is in cup competitions, knock-out series where 
the winner advances to the next round, that a certain 
outcome is required. Initially matches were played 
at one venue, but if the teams were even at the end 
of ninety minutes then a replay at the home ground 
of the other team would be required. 

If this also produced stalemate then a third match 
at a neutral location might be used. To speed up 
decisions the idea of extra-time was introduced in 
late nineteenth century. If the teams were level at 
the end of ninety minutes then two equal periods of 
extra time, usually adding thirty minutes to the 
match, would be tagged on. 

This concept contributed to one of the worst early 
cases of football violence when Glasgow Rangers 
and Celtic met in the Scottish Cup final in 1909. 

‘The final was drawn, so a replay at Hampden 
Park was scheduled. During the week before the 
replay, the Celtic manager, Willie Maley, raised the 
question of extra time to ensure a decision with 
Rangers and the idea was broadcast in a column in a 
local newspaper. 

Rangers did not regard this as an official request 
and ignored the matter, though many of the fans 


who trooped to Florida to see the replay were 
uncertain as to the format for the match, 

When the game ended level, some of the Celtic 
players in particular remained on the pitch, 
indicating to the crowd that extra time might be 
played. The authorities had decided otherwise. The 
fans, incensed at the greed of the “Old Firm”, the 
name by which the clubs were known for their 
moneymaking proclivities, set up a yell for the 
match to be played to a finish. When it became clear 
that this was not going to happen, the fans came 
over the barriers and set about the officials and the 
administration. Family legend has it that my 
grandfather, who captained Celtic, protected the 
referee on that occasion from those who were trying 
to get at him, 

‘The fans then turned their attention to the pay- 
boxes, attempting to set them on fire. When the fire 
brigade arrived the crowd, now thoroughly worked 
up, cut the hoses and broke most of the streetlights 
and many other panes of glass in Mount Florida. 
They threw stones at the police and firemen, and 
again, according to legend, the police were reduced 
to throwing the stones back to control the rioters, 

What makes this riot untypical, is that this is one 
of the very few occasions when the fans of Rangers 
and Celtic rioted in unison against the authorities, 
instead of knocking the daylights out of each other 
‘on supposedly religious grounds. 

The next Monday morning one solitary rioter 
appeared at Govan Police Court! The Scottish 
Football Association was appalled, withheld the 
Cup, and ordered both clubs to make restitution to 
Queens Park, the owners of the ground. 

Whether as a result or not, extra-time was 
introduced as a method of settling drawn finals 
some time later in Scotland. If this did not produce a 
result then a replay followed. There matters 
remained for many years, but when European inter- 
club competitions got under way in the 1950s and 
1960s, the need for settling matches became more 
pressing because of fixture congestion and the costs 
of replays at neutral venues. Most matches were 
played over two legs, home and away for each team, 
with the aggregate score deciding the winner. If the 
teams were level then a third match at a neutral 
venue might be used or extra time would be played 
at the conclusion of the second leg, depending on 
the specific rules of the competition, 

As it was appreciated that playing at home gave 
that team an advantage back then, it was decided 
that if the teams scored the same number of goals 
cover the two games, then those goals which were 
scored away from home should count double. This 
‘was used simply to break what would otherwise be a 
stalemate. Australia fell foul of this rule in the 
celebrated World Cup qualifier against Iran last 
November, when the result in Teheran was 1-1 and 
2-2 at the MCG, so Iran’s second goal in the latter 
match counted double and it progressed. 

Had Australia and Iran finished dead level after 
extra-time in Melbourne, then a penalty shoot out 
would have been used to determine the outcome (Or 
‘was it to have been another game?), 

During the 1950s and 1960s, if home and away 
goals were level, then a coin would have been 
tossed or lots drawn to decide which team 
progressed, Such was the rule in most European 
Cup competitions from their inception. In late 1969, 
Celtic drew three-all with Benfica of Portugal in the 
European Cup, both matches being three-nil wins to 
the home team. 

Extra time in the second leg in Lisbon proved 
barren and the tie was decided by the toss of a coin, 
which Billy McNeill called correctly for Celtic, who 
went on to reach the final and lost to Feyenoord of 
Holland, The toss of a coin proved to be too much 
of a lottery for some, including Robert Kelly, the 
Chairman of Celtic, which had benefited on this 
occasion. So the idea of a penalty shoot-out was 
mooted. Kelly would have preferred adding comer 
kicks, as a better indication of the way the match 
itself had been played. 

The argument for the penalty shoot-out was that 
this would introduce an element of skill into the 
decision making and it would keep it on the field of 
play. In addition it was dramatic and highly 
televisual. 

The system had been used previously in the 
United States where the concept of a drawn game 
was-anathema, but of course European soccer 
authorities were not keen on borrowing from a non- 
traditional soccer source. 

However, in June 1970 the International Board, 
which is the custodian of the Laws of the Game, 

a FIFA proposal to replace the drawing of 
lots with the taking of kicks from the penalty mark. 
Part 2 next week. 
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NIGERIAN | 
REFLECTIONS 


spectacular performance at USA 94 and a large 
number of Nigerian players making an impact in 
Europe meant that the Nigerian campaign at 
France 98 was eagerly anticipated. 

The burden of expectation weighed heavily, however, as 
Nigeria carried the flag for Aftica into the knockout phase. The 
initial good form of the African powerhouse was short-lived, and 
in a woeful display they were humiliated by a hungry and 
organised Danish side. 

The recriminations began immediately, with coach Bora 
Milutinovic a prime target. Officials and fans questioned his 
tactics and selections, and whether he lacked necessary 
experience coaching in Africa. 

The usual questions were asked about haphazard preparation, 
indiscipline, behind the scenes squabbling, disagreements over 
tactics and money and even a generation gap between groups of 
players in the squad, 

Nigeria Football Association (NFA) secretary general, Alhaji 
Sani Toro, went on the offensive, labelling the Super Eagles 
“money mongers” after the federal government made 
considerable and unprecedented funds available to assist the 
team. This included incentive payments for the first round 
matches, and even a pre-match payment to each player before 
their fateful second round “ 
encounter, 

Reports claim that cliques 
formed within the team, with the 
remnants of USA 94 in conflict 
with the Atlanta 96 
representatives. This led to 
infighting in the camp, effectively. 
ending the quest for a quarter-final 
berth. 

France 98 is now consigned to 
the pages of history, and Nigeria 
must look to the future - the World 
Youth Championship in 1999 and 
the Nations Cup in 2000. k 

The feeling among officials in 
the NFA is that something is 
fundamentally wrong and that 


SPECTACULAR 
KICK-OFF IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 


he traditional opener to the South African domestic 

season, the gruelling Iwisa Charity spectacular, took 

place in Johannesburg on Saturday. The event drew 

a huge crowd to witness one of South Africa’s great 
soccer spectacles, a tournament as unusual as it is physically 
demanding. 

‘The participants are determined via a yoting system, and play 
two semi-finals and one final all in one day. 

Kaizer Chiefs and Orlando Pirates, the two giant Soweto- 
based clubs, are perennial entrants based on the voting system. 
‘They were joined this year by Jomo Cosmos, the club owned and 
coached by Jomo Sono, and the current Premier Soccer League 
Champions, Mamelodi Sundowns. 

Sundowns topped the voting, which in itself was a surprise, as 
Chiefs and Pirates are considered the best supported clubs in the 
country and always expect to draw the majority of the crowd. 

The opening game between Cosmos and Pirates took place at 
9.45am, with Pirates advancing 8-7 on penalties after a 2-2 draw. 

The second semi-final at 11,45 also required penalties to settle 
the issue, Chiefs prevailing 5-4 after the match ended 1-1 in 90 
minutes, 

The final between Chiefs and Pirates, the two heavyweights 
of South African Soccer, took place at 3.55pm. Despite both 
teams having played a full match earlier in the day, the players 
showed no signs of fatigue and produced some lively soccer. 

Pirates had the best of the early exchanges but failed to 
convert their superiority into goals. They were left to regret this 
two minutes into the second half, when Chiefs sub Isaac 
Kunguane scored a superbly taken goal to break the deadlock. 

Zimbabwean international Robert Muchichwa secured an 
eighth Iwisa Spectacular title for the “Amokhosi’, scoring their 
second goal with four minutes remaining. 
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Nigerian football must retum to the drawing board. 

Former international Felix Owolabi was quoted as saying that 
acritical look must be taken at football policies and organisation. 
He appealed to the Nigerian press for objectivity in assessing 
current players and identifying new talents. 

The coaching issue has also been under scrutiny. The NFA 
will seemingly not renew the contract of Bora Milutinovic. As 
the search begins for a new coach there are suggestions that it 
may be prudent to make a local appointment, but the NFA 
hierarchy will not be rushed in their quest for the right coach this 
time. A further poor choice could have a serious impact on the 
long: term future of the Nigerian game. 

It is ironic that Cameroon and Morocco, both eliminated in 
the first round, could reflect with some satisfaction on their 
performances in France, The disappointing aspect for Nigeria 
was that their exit was to an extent self-inflicted, offering a hint 
of glory only for it to vanish in an instant. 

However, the number of high-profile Nigerian players in the 
European leagues continues to increase, and the entire country 
can only hope that with experience comes the professionalism 
which will enable the national side to satisfy its huge potential in 
the foreseeable future. 


pREDE 


This was the first match of six in the Charity Spectacular not 
to be decided on penalties, after all three matches in 1997 
required a sudden-death finish. 

Chiefs pocketed $32,000 while the Pirates were $24,000 
richer and the Sundowns and the Cosmos each took home 
$12,000. 


Benny Mcarthy: One of the best South African 
produced talents. 
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DISASTER, 
SAYS 
HAYATOU 


he woes of the African sides at 

France 98 have been well 

documented, The usual problems of 

infighting and indiscipline once 
again wreaked havoc with the competing 
nations. 

‘The tournament was also a dismal one for 
Confederation of African Football (CAF) 
president Issa Hayatou. The tournament began 
badly for Hayatou, with Sepp Blatter defeating 
Lennart Johanssen in the race for FIFA 
presidency. 

‘The voting showed division among African 
states, with Hayatou claiming that at least 22 of 
51 associations voted for Blatter, despite 
CAFIS endorsement of Johansen. 

This show of disunity and the early 
elimination of African teams from the 
tournament are among reasons for Hayatou's 
dissatisfaction. Even the good performance of 
Moroccan referee Said Belgola, who officiated 
in the World Cup final, did not alleviate the 
disappointment. 

African teams won three matches, drew six 
and lost seven, scoring 17 goals and conceding 
29, In an interview in Paris, Hayatou attributed 
what he termed a “rather mitigated” 
performance to a lack of professionalism. 

He criticised the “improvisation” that 
typified the preparation of most African teams, 
Nigeria, Cameroon and South Africa started 
their real preparation only a few months from. 
the World Cup kick-off. 

On that basis, it was unrealistic to try to 
compete with teams who started preparing for 
the event years ago. 

He said that African teams also lacked 
experience. This was borne out by the manner 
in which Cameroon and Bore both allowed 


AFRICAN 


‘opposing teams to score equalising goals in the 
dying minutes of their respective first matches. 

Hayatou added that African teams need to 
adopt professionalism and avoid the 
improvisation which characterises their 
domestic football. Hayatou noted that Nigeria 
were particularly disappointing in that they 
went into their second round match with a 
cavalier attitude, while Morocco and Cameroon 
were victims of bad refereeing. 

He was not the first to hint at refereeing 
double standards, implying that officials might 
be protecting teams from more high profile 
countries. He cited the instance of Cameroon 
being denied a valid goal against Chile which 
‘would have seen them progress. 

Fortunately for Africa, the outlook is not all 
disheartening. Hayatou insisted that despite a 
disappointing tournament there is no need for 
concern over representation at the next World. 
Cup, as the FIFA executive committee 
members unanimously acknowledge the 
progress of football on the continent. 

He did largely rule out the allocation of more 
places to Africa in the foreseeable future, but 
stated that the continent is still in line to host 
the 2006 tournament. This issue will be a 
Serious test-of relations between the new FIFA 
boss and CAF. 

Hayatou claimed that Johanssen’s. eteat was 
a defeat for Africa, whose strength had always 
been in unity. His objective for the coming 
months is to re-unite African football 
associations by undertaking a tour to repair the 
damage. 

As for the future of Hayatou himself, only 
time will tell whether the disunity among 
African associations demonstrated in France 
will ultimately paral his own phone. 


STARS IN 


CONTRACT TALKS 


he protracted saga which is the 

transfer of Marc-Vivien Foe 

from Lens to Manchester United 

seems set to continue for some 
time yet. 

The transfer was first mentioned as early 
as May while Foe was helping his current 
club, Lens, to the French league title for the 
first time. 

Alex Ferguson views the defensive 
midfielder as a valuable addition to his 
squad, but the deal has suffered a number of 
setbacks. 

An original offer of six million pounds 
was rejected, and United seemed willing to 
pay as much as ten million, but this still fell 
short of the 16 million valuation by Lens. 

The 23-year-old Cameroon international, 
expected to be one of the stars of France 98, 
then suffered a broken fibula while training 
in Italy with the Cameroon team. This 
ended his World Cup dream and put the 
transfer on hold. 

‘The plaster has now been removed and 
negotiations are set to resume. Alex 
Ferguson is keen to see him on the pitch 
and evaluate his recovery before 
committing to the transfer. 

Meanwhile, Liverpool manager Roy 
Evans has had to concede defeat in his 


quest to secure the services of Nigerian 
central defender Taribo West, 

West, who wears distinctive coloured 
beads in his hair, was impressive at France 
98 where he played all of Nigeria's 
matches. 

Indications were that a fee of around six 
million had been agreed and the player was 
ready to discuss personal terms. The sale 
would have represented a huge profit for 
Inter, who signed West from French club 
Auxerre last year for a reported $4,4 
million. 

But the 24-year-old Nigerian 
international called off the proposed move 
after talks with Inter Milan president 
Massimo Moratti. 

It seems the lure of Champions League 
football next season proved too much to 
resist. 

This development comes as a blow to 
Evans, who must now resume the search for 
a quality central defender. S 

In other transfer news, Cameroon 
midfielder Lavriano Etame has been signed 
by Spanish club Mallorca from second 
division club Levante. Etame was part of 
the Cameroon squad at France 98, making 
one substitute appearance and being sent off 
for a foul on Chile’s Marcelo Salas. 


IMPROVING 


sian Football Confederation general secre- 

tary Peter Valappan assessed that while 

the overall performance may have fallen 

short of expectations, the standard and 
quality of the four Asian teams had shown a marked 
improvement since USA 94, 

“There has been improvement in the technique of 
teams and individual skills of the players. There was a 
general improvement too in the quality of utility players 
and the field discipline as well as the physical condi- 
tioning. 

“Individual players from all the Asian teams have 
been singled out for special mention by the media. The 
goalkeepers in particular were highly-rated. The match- 
es involving the Asian teams proved entertaining and, 
more importantly, were not one-sided. 

“If anything, the matches were quite open, The tech- 
nical study group of the World Cup has also confirmed 
these facts, 

“Our conclusion is that football in Asia has improved 
since the last World Cup and while we are within strik- 
ing distance of greater success, there is still much more 
work to be done, 

“Asia needs to develop itself in areas such as better 
technical discipline, concentration, players who are 
technically gifted and teams with strikers of quality. 
‘There is a need too for greater creativity on the field. 

“Poor finishing in front of goalmouth was a sore 
point in France 98 among all the teams and this must be 
improved, The will to win needs to be cultivated. 
Teams must learn to play as a unit. 

“We need to also develop a more professional atti- 
tude in term of coaches. We cannot appoint a coach 
four months before the World Cup and expect good 
results, 

“The sacking of coaches midway through tourna- 
ments, as what happened at the World Cup, reflects 


poorly on Asian football,” explained Velappan. 

He also stated that the way forward for Asia is for 
players and teams to have better exposure by playing 
outside of their respective regions and countries. 

“Such exposure, as evident amongst many teams in 
the France World Cup, is vital for the growth of Asian 
football. 

“The AFC would like Asian teams to play more 


South American sides and also those from Africa and 


Europe to build mental strength and confidence. 

Talented individual players must reach out for suc- 
cess by seeking out opportunities to play in Europe. 

“The World Cup is for the hardcore professional 
players, as so well demonstrated by the European and 
South American teams, The players on these two conti- 
nents have been developed and nurtured by the profes- 
sional leagues there.” 

Asia’s own leagues must have the means of produc- 
ing quality players through the efforts of professional 
coaches and professional management, 

A part time or semi professional scenario will no 
longer assist in the long term growth of our football,” 
he added. 

“Japan, Iran, China, Korea and Saudi Arabia with 
reasonably well established pro leagues will have a bet- 
ter chance of success compared to other countries 
where football is still striving to move ahead. These 
countries must learn from the lessons of France 98 and 
begin work immediately to produce strong teams for 
World Cup 2002.” 


With the World Cup campaign now over, Dato’ Peter | 
Velappan said that Asia could begin to rebuild its | 


AUSSIES IN 
J-LEAGUE 


he J-League holds special interest to 

Australian soccer fans with a handful of 

Australians playing prominent roles. Eddie 

Thomson, of course, is the manager of the 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima team, with Tom Sermanni sup- 
porting him as the head coach. 

‘The same team features Tony Popovic in the heart of 
its defence and, until his retum to Australia as coach of 
Northern Spirit, Graham Amold in attack. 

Matthew Bingley, who moved to Japan a year ago to 
play for Vissel Kobe, has recently been transferred to 
fellow J-League members JEF United (see story page 
1). 

As well as the Australians, the J-League includes a 
| number of high-class imports that featured prominently 

inthe recently completed World Cup. 

‘Amongst the more famous are Brazilians Dunga and 
| Cesar Sampaio, and Yugoslavia’s Dragan Stojkovic. 

The J-League attracted large crowds in its first few 
years of existence but after the initial interest the crowd 
attendance has been declining for several seasons. But 
thanks mainly to Japan’s qualification for the World 
Cup finals attendance is on the rise again with over 
50,000 fans turning out in the Yokohama International 
Stadium to watch the Yokohama derby between the 
Flugels and the Marinos. The J-League has been in 


| SLE! 


World Cup dream by looking ahead to the challenge of | 


2002. 
This, he added, can begin with the campaign for the 
Sydney Olympics. 


SILVER LINING 


TO THE CLOUD 
OF FRANCE 98 


Ithough all Asians are 
disappointed with the 
failure of ran, Korea, 
Japan and Saudi Arabia 

to qualify for the second round of 

the France 98 World Cup, there 
is still a silver lining to the dark 
cloud. 

In USA 94, where Asia was rep- 
resented by three teams, the conti- 
nent had a second round flag bearer 
in Saudi Arabia - a performance 
that had held out greater hope for 
France 98, 

The four Asian teams could only 
‘manage one vietory and two draws 
from the twelve games they played 
in France 98. Whilst, statistically, 
this will be deemed as a failure the 
standard of play exhibited by the 
teams deserved better results. 


Iran and Japan were particularly 


impressive in games against their 


highly-rated opponents Argentina, 
Germany, Yugoslavia and Croatia. 
Indeed, many considered that 


both teams were unlucky not to at 
least draw with some of the big 


guns. 

Japan more than matched both 
Argentina and Croatia in its narrow 
1-0 losses to both teams while Iran 


gave Germany and Yugoslavia a 
fright in similar losses. 


Japan: Hosts in 2002 with South Korea. 


M-LE 


he Singapore Professional Football League 

was first introduced in 1996 after Singapore 

quit the Malaysia League. Started with 

eight teams, the competition has gone from 
strength to strength. 

Now in the third season, it features 11 teams across 
Singapore. Each team play each other twice in an 8 
months long season for the League championship. 

Each team is permitted to sign five foreigners and 
this has created a truly cosmopolitan League, There are 
players from Croatia, Nigeria, Thailand, England, 
Brazil, Australia and many more. 


| Alan Vest 
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hibernation during the World Cup. 

Action resumed last week with the semi-finals of the 
J-League Cup. These games featured Matthew 
Bingley’s JEF United who defeated Kashima Antlers 3- 
2. The other semi-final saw Dunga’s team, Jubilo Iwata, 
defeat Shimuzu S-Pulse 2-0, 

The J-League itself will resume next weekend — 
Thomson's Sanfrecce team will meet Kyoto Purple 
Sanga while Bingley’s JEF United do battle with Cup 
semi-final losers, Shimuzu S-Pulse, 

‘The league ladder shows Verdy Kawasaki, featuring 
the great goalscorer, Kazuyoshi Miura, leading the field 
by three points ahead of a four-team chasing pack, 
including last year's champions Jubilo Iwata, in second 
position. 

Matthew Bingley will be endeavouring to boost JEF 
United’s current position of 11th spot and Eddie 
Thomson will need to improve the performance of 
Sanfrecce to move it up the table from its current 14th 
position in order to avoid possible relegation to the 
lower level Japan Football League (JFL). 

At the end of the current season the J-League will be 
reduced from 18 to 16 teams, The bottom five J-League 
teams will play off against the top two teams in the JFL. 
to determine the last three positions in the top division J- 
League. 


Warren Spink and Scott O'Donell are the two 
Australians playing in the S-League. 

Spink plays for Geylang United while O’Donell 
plays for Marine 

Castle United. Geylang are currently second, one 
point behind Tanjong Pagar United who have a game in 
hand. Marine Castle, on the other hand are languishing 
in last spot three points adrift and having played one 
game more than the team above them, Woodlands 
Wellington. 

Spink has scored six goals this season and sits in 
equal eighth position on the goal-scoring chart. 

Malaysia has been a popular destination for a number 
of Australian players seeking a full time soccer career. 
Currently almost ten players and coaches ply their trade 
in the professional M-League. Mehmet Durakovic, 
Alistair Edwards, Milan Blagojevic, Darren Stewart and 
Alan Vest (as coach) are amongst the well known per- 
sonalities in the M-League. 

The M-League comprises of Premier One and 
Premier Two — both Blagojevic and Stewart play for 
the Premier Two team Johor, while another expatriate, 
Aytec Gene, plays for neighbours, Johor FC, also in the 
Premier Two league. 

In the Premier One League the best performed teams 
featuring Australian players are Selangor, for whom 
Durakovic plays, and Brunei DS, who have Brian 
Bothwell on their books. 

Sarawak, who has Alan Vest as their coach and 
Edwards and Doug Ithier (ex-Perth Glory) amongst its 
player personnel, is next best, one point behind 
Selangor. Ithier scored Sarawak’s winning goal in the 1- 
0 defeat of Perak in their most recent match, 

Gus Cerro’s team, Negeri Sembilan, sits fourth from 
the bottom only three points away from the relegation 
zone. 

However, no Australian player will feature in the 
race from the championship as Pahang are five points in 
front of the second team, Penang. The nearest team fea- 
turing Australian players, Selangor, are eleven points 
adrift of Pahang. 

Itis a different story in the Malaysia FA Cup where 
Johor, with both Stewart and Blagojevic contributing, 
has qualified for the semi finals, to be played on a home 
and away basis, with a 4-3 aggregate victory over 
Premier One team Perak. 

Johor is not doing as well in the Premier Two league 
—trailing leaders Terengganu by ten points. It is a sim- 
ilar story with Gene’s Johor FC who are one point adrift 
of Johor but with a game in hand. 
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LASSITER 
FIRES-UP DC 


oy Lassiter scored three goals and D.C. 

United won its fourth straight game with a 

4-1 vietory over the Chicago Fire in the 
/S over the weekend. 

All three of Lassiter’s goals came in the second half 
against Fire keeper Jorge Campos, who started for 
Mexico in the World Cup. 

Campos, making his 
second MLS start of the 
season, replaced Zach 
Thornton who started all 
11 games during the Fire's 
hot streak and leads the 
Teague with a 1.00 goals- 
against average. 

Jesse Marsch scored in 
the 38th minute to give the 
Fire a 1-0 advantage at the 
half, but the Chicago 
defence and Campos couldn’t protect the lead. 

Lassiter, who now has a league-leading 15 goals, tied 


POPE, JONES 


the game on a penalty kick in the 53rd minute and then 
put United in front with a header in the 69th minute, 

Jaime Moreno’s unassisted goal in the 78th minute 
broke the game open, and Lassiter completed his hat- 
trick with 29 seconds left in the match. 

Marsch, traded to the Fire from United before the 
season, scored off a perfect through ball from Francis 
Okaroh. 

United keeper Scott Garlick, who came into the game 
with back-to-back shutouts, hadn't allowed a goal in 
235 consecutive minutes of play. 


Lassiter’s penalty kick came after Fire defender Zak | 


Ibsen brought Brian Kamler down in the box. 

Kamler set up the go-ahead goal with a cross into the 
penalty area that Ben Olsen flicked to Lassiter, who 
beat Campos from four yards out. 

‘The Fire played without playmaker Peter Nowak and 
forward Jerzy Podbronzny, both out with hamstring 
injuries. 

United was without defender Carlos Llamosa (thigh 
injury) and midfielder Tony Sanneh (abdominal 
surgery), 


ALL-STAR STARTERS 


‘orld Cup participants Jorge Campos, 

Eddie Pope and Cobi Jones head the 

list of 22 players selected by fans for 

the MLS All-Star Game, which takes 
place August 2 in Orlando. 

‘The format is different from the two previous con- 
tests, Instead of players from the Eastern and Western 
Conferences, the teams will consist of United States 
All-Stars against the rest of the world. 

For the first time, fans were allowed to vote for the 
11 starters on both teams. 

Pope and midfielder Marco Etcheverty are among 
five starters from the two-time defending champion 
D.C. United. Pope, one of the few standouts for the U.S. 
in the World Cup, will start at defender for the 
American team, Pope gamered 20,711 votes, third-best 
on the U.S. team, 

Etcheverry, seventh in the league in scoring, was the 
top vote-getter with 23,922 and will start for the World 
team. 

Joining them will be John Harkes for the USA team, 
and Jaime Moreno and Geoff Aunger for the World. 
Harkes, the former captain of the U.S. national team, 
will start in midfield. Moreno, fourth in the league with 
10 goals, will take his place on the frontline and Aunger 
starts on the backline for the World. 

‘The forwards for the U.S. will be Preki of the Kansas 
City Wizards and Brian McBride of the Columbus 
Crew. Preki received 13,283 votes while McBride, who 
scored the only goal for the U.S. in the World Cup, 
gathered 12,118 votes, 1,080 better than San Jose’s Eric 
Wynalda. 


Jones of the Los Angeles Galaxy, Thomas Dooley of 
Columbus, Tab Ramos of the MetroStars and Frankie 
Hejduk of the Tampa Bay Mutiny are among the starters 
in the American midfield. 

Hejduk, whose performance during the World Cup 


earned him a contract with Bayer Leverkusen of the | 
German Bundesliga, nosed out Mike Sorber of the | 


MetroStars by 30 votes for the final midfield spot. 
Marcelo Balboa of the Colorado Rapids and Alexi 
Lalas of the MetroStars start along the backline next to 
Pope and in front of MetroStars goalkeeper Tony 
Meola. 
‘Campos starts in goal for the World despite playing 
only one league match for the expansion Chicago Fire 


due to commitments for Mexico. Diego Sonora of the | 
MetroStars and Jan Eriksson of Tampa Bay round out 


the World defense. 
Carlos Valderrama of the Miami Fusion, two-time 
MLS All-Star Game Most Valuable Player, will retum 


to his customary midfield role for the World team. | 


Adrian Paz of Colorado, Mauricio Cienfuegos of Los 
Angeles and Peter Nowak of Chicago comprise the mid- 
field. 

New England Revolution striker Raul Diaz Arce, tied 
for first in goals with 13, teams up with former team- 
mate Moreno up front for the World. 

D.C. United coach Bruce Arena, rumored to be 
among the candidates for the U.S. national team coach- 
ing job, will man the sidelines for the Americans, while 
Octayio Zambrano of Los Angeles will lead the World 
squad. 

The reserves will be named later in the month. 


ori ecnsse 
PRR ac mnmnctnscaamine 

sno hegre 
ieee ee 


Satriani 
ee 
ee 


a 


i 


iii ee 


Marco Etcheverry 


22 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JULY 21, 1998 


AMONG MLS 


n 


S PLAYERS 


TEAM USA 


hee is still plenty gnashing of the teeth in the 

‘US about their World Cup performance in 

France. Here is one US Soccer journo’s 

view of the whole stoush, Coming in for 
most criticism are the existing players, the ones who 
are most well-known on the world scene: Lalas, 
Harkes and Ramos. 

“We're better than the guys who played,” is what 
they really said when they criticized Sampson for his 
personnel decisions. Better than you, Eddie Pope. And 
you, Claudio Reyna. And Frankie Hejduk, And Brian 
McBride. And so on down the list. “The talent was 
undermined,” was how Harkes worded it, Ramos said, 
“blame the coaches.” 

Perhaps what bothered me most is that the press 
(mostly part-time: soccer writers. who scored a sweet 


has rarely displayed the explosive moves that made him. 
a national team fixture for so long. And when Ramos is 
unable to take the ball at defenders aggressively, he 
becomes a very ordinary player. 

Lalas’ MLS play has ranged from poor to mediocre. 
In the league's first year, he openly feuded with the 
coach of the New England Revolution, Frank Stapleton, 
and ended up on the bench for a spell. After his second 
year with the Revolution, Lakis was deemed expendable 
and traded to the MetroStars as part of a three-way deal 
with D.C. United. On his own club, he is currently being 
outplayed by a 22- year old rookie named Mike Petke, 

‘And Harkes? He’s been an on-and-off role player for 
two-time defending champions D.C. United, When 
Harkes is running the left flank for D.C., getting in on 
tackles and whipping crosses into the box, he’s effec- 


month-long gig in France) bought it. In the aftermath, 1 
read about how Ramos should have been the team’s 
playmaker. 

How Lalas would have been able to handle 
Germany’s strong, fast forwards and how Harkes was 
the blood and guts of the U.S. side. The American press 
bought their words because they remembered Ramos, 
Lalas and Harkes from the ‘94 World Cup. 

Well, a Jot has happened in the last four years and, 


| guess what? These guys didn’t deserve the ink. 


Full-time followers of the game know that Major 
League Soccer has been up and running for more than 2 
years. They also know that MLS is where Ramos, Lalas 
and Harkes earn their paychecks and where they've 
done little to distinguish themselves. 

“A lot of the national team players are being out- 
played week in and week out in their own domestic 
league,” says Bruce Arena, coach of two-time defending 
champs D.C. United. “Of course, playing well for your 
club doesn’t always mean you have what it takes to play 
internationally. A lot of good MLS players lack interna- 
tional experience. But, in the future, as MLS progresses, 
the competition is only going to help the national team. 
‘As we prepare for the next World Cup, I think more 


| people will be paying attention to the league.” 


By not paying attention to MLS, here’s what the qua- 
drennial soccer viewer missed: 

Ramos has been either injured and out of form since 
the day he signed with the MetroStars. In ‘96, he was a 
fairly productive player (25 games, 3 goals, 10 assists) 
for a team that finished third in the Eastern Conference. 

And in ‘97, he missed all but 12 games because of 


| two separate ACL surgeries. In his MLS career, Ramos 


Lalas: Slanging match in the press, 


tive. Sampson wanted Harkes to play this role for the 
National Team, but “Captain America” baulked, 

He wanted to play in the middle of the field. Last sea- 
son, Harkes also commented that he, not Marco 
Etcheverry, should be the central playmaker for United, 
His D.C. teammates rolled their eyes at the suggestion. 

In ‘90 and °94, with no league in place to serve as a 
barometer, American fans simply accepted the national 
team on blind faith. Those days are over. From now on, 
reputation should mean nothing. 

It’s time for the U.S. io judge its players the same 
way the top soccer countries around the world judge 
their players. In week-to-week competition, 

“There are a lot of us in MLS,” says Dallas Burn for- 
ward Dante Washington, “who were hoping that this 
league would be the avenue for us to prove ourselves as 
players who deserve a shot at the national team. Maybe. 
it’s just going to take a little more time.” 

Til cut Sampson some slack. MLS was barely a year 
old when he had to put a team together for the World 
Cup qualification process, so it would have been too 
risky to take a chance on some of the players who have 
excelled in MLS. But, for the sake of a good bar room 
argument, I present a team of American MLS players 
who could put up a good fight against the ‘98 World 
Cup team. ; 

Obviously, I’m not saying this should have been the 
starting lineup in France (Kasey Keller, for example, is 
clearly the best American goalkeeper). I am saying, 
however, these guys take a backseat to none of the U.S. 
national team players who make their living in MLS. 
Hopefully, some will get 2 look for 2002. 


| 


RONALDO: THE SALAS SOCCER’S 
_ PLOT THICKENS 


ome reports claim that the whole thing was a 

sham designed to deflect attention away from 

a poor performance. Or, did Ronaldo really 

have something wrong with him? There are so 
many conflicting stories you could make a movie 
mystery and call it ‘The French The Brazilian His 
Girlfriend And Her Lover’, 

Devastated by their team’s improbable defeat, 
Brazilian soccer fans are searching for an explanation 
for the 3-0 loss to France and haye become obsessed 
about the health of the team’s young star, who now 
admits he was ill just before the game but played any- 


way. 
Exactly what happened in the hours before the cham- 


pionship game has fans in an uproar, the team’s doctor 
before a review board and Ronaldo defending his mental 
health. 

Tn an interview aired by Globo TV network, Ronaldo, 
21, helped shed some light on the mystery: A few hours 
before he took the field for Sunday's title game, he suf- 
feted a convulsion. 

“Before the game I had lunch, returned to my room, 
shaved and laid down to watch television,” Ronaldo 
said. “Then I started shaking all over. | had a convul- 
sion. 

“T don't remember anything else other than waking 
up with pain all over my body, It was as if someone had 
beaten me. The doctor told me I wouldn’t be able to 
play. I said that I had to. 

“T know a lot of people were expecting much more of 
me, but I did the best I could.” 

‘The TV interview didn’t specify what caused the con- 
vulsion, His comments contradicted earlier reports in 
Brazilian newspapers, which quoted the star striker as 
saying that he never suffered from convulsions. 


“The problem was that the team played poorly and 
they found an excuse in me for the defeat,” he was quot- 
ed as saying in Jornal dos Sports. 

Ronaldo, twice voted the best player in the world by 
FIFA, said he was just overworked. 

“The problem happened because of stress. I am tired 
of the number of false news reports, They even say I had 
@ nervous breakdown. ... It was just stress,” he said in 
the interview with Jornal do Brasil. 

Team officials had first reported that Ronaldo suf- 
fered from an ankle injury, but within hours after the 
game, a new story emerged. 

Teammates said Roberto Carlos, Ronaldo's room- 
mate during the World Cup, saw Ronaldo having con- 
vulsions and rushed out of the room yelling that 
Ronaldo was sick. Roberto Carlos has since refused to 
comment on what he saw. 


Team physician Lidio Toledo examined Ronaldo, 


allowed him to play and later said he might suffer from 
epilepsy, a diagnosis that Ronaldo has strongly rejected. 
TV team coordinator Zico told TV Globo News on 
Friday that coach Mario Zagallo should not have 
allowed Ronaldo to play. 
“He looked sleepy and groggy,” Zico said. 


Since the loss to France, Brazilian television and | 
newspaper reports have been filled with speculation | 


about what exactly happened to Ronaldo — and whether 
his ailment was ultimately responsible for the team’s 
loss. 

Adding to the controversy have been rumors of a ner- 
vous breakdown or a sinister conspiracy. One theory 
states that the cook poisoned Ronaldo in the hours 
before the game. 

till, Brazil remain best team in world soccer, 
according to FIFA’s rankings, but France has 
jumped 15 places to second after beating the 
Brazilians 3-0. 

FIFA said that Brazil now is in danger of losing its 
No. | spot for the first time in more than four years, 

Brazil's lead at the top of the rankings has been cut 
from 6.91 points in May to 3.66 this month, 

France gained 4.96 points for its defeat of Brazil in 
the World Cup, and another good win against a strong 
side could see the French topple the South Americans. 

Croatia jumped 15 places to fourth after finishing 
third in the World Cup. The Netherlands are now rated 
eighth in the world, equal with Italy, after losing the 
third-place playoff to Croatia. 

‘The Dutch have climbed 17 places in the July rank- 
ings while Italy, defeated by France in the quarter-finals, 
move up from 14th in the May rankings. 

Seven of the eight teams in the World Cup quarter- 
finals appear in the top 10. The only exception is 
Denmark, which is im 18th place, a rise of nine. 

Germany slipped one place to third after a quarterfi- 
nal defeat by Croatia. Argentina, loser in the last eight to 
the Dutch, rises one place to fifth. 

‘The big losers in July from the last rankings in May 


were England — down five places at 10 after losing to | 


Argentina in the World Cup second round — Mexico 
(down eight at No. 12) and Japan (down 10 at 22), 

Nigeria, beaten in the second round by Denmark, is in 
64th position. The Czech Republic, not at the finals, is 
in sixth place. 


RELUCTANT | 


SEX SYMBOL 


ee 


Temuco, Salas first caught the eye when he 

‘scored 99 goals for Universidad de Chile. In 
September 1996, he moved to Argentine giants River 
Plate in a bizarre transfer deal. 

Salas was first bought by a local businessman, then 
sold to River Plate for a price difference reported as 
being anywhere between $500,000 and $1 million. 
Since then he has helped River Plate win three succes- 
sive Argentine championships, the Libertadores Cup 
and the South American Super Cup. 

In between he still found time to play in Chile's 
marathon World Cup qualifying campaign, where his 
tally of 11 goals included hat-tricks against both 
Colombia and Peru. For the Chilean national team, 
Salas forms one half of the formidable “Za-Sa” striking 
partnership, alongside Inter Milan’s Ivan Zamorano. 
The pair scored 23 of Chile's 32 goals in their qualify- 
ing campaign. “The two of us are one force,” Salas says. 
“We work really well together and complement each 
other, but one of us needs to be dropping deeper or 
moving out towards the wing so we don’t occupy the 
same pace.” Salas then put his talents on show for a 
European audience, scoring what was widely described 
as one of the finest goals ever seen at Wembley when 
Chile beat England 2-0 in February. 

Salas controlled a through pass by Jose Luis Sierra 
on his thigh and then volleyed the ball into the net all in 
‘one seamless movement. He then went on to score the 
second goal, a clinically-taken penalty, to give Chile a 
shock win. Explaining his emergence as a world class 
striker, Salas says, “I think that one of my virtues is my 


Bes his career with provincial side 


| conception of space. You need that in the penalty area. I 


have an intuition for where the ball is going to be and 
the speed to get there in a split second before the 
defender. 
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The power of Salas ... has been likened to Antonio Banderas. 


This ability has helped:me score many goals.” Salas 
also has a knack for keeping his cool on the pitch even 
under the most intense provocation. “When I walk onto 
the field, I know I am going to be kicked at least 10 
times,” he says. 

“But it's not in my nature to let it bother me,” Not 
surprisingly, he has been inundated with offers to leave 
River Plate, 

English and Italian giants Manchester United and 
Juventus both considered buying him while River 
offered to make him the highest paid player in 
Argentina. But not even River could resist an $18 mil- 
lion offer from Serie A club Lazio, whom Salas will 
join after the World Cup on a five-year contract. 

At the same time, his dark hair and good looks have 
also brought him plenty of media attention, even 
prompting some to compare him with Spanish actor 
and sex symbol Antonio Banderas. 

“Some of my friends have joked with me about 
that,” he says. “But I'm more concerned about playing 
well than physical appearance.” 


MARCELO SALAS 
Lazio & Chile 


Date of Birth: 24/12/74 
Birthplace: Temuco, Chile 


Height: 174 cm 

Weight: 74 kg 

Previous Clubs: 

Temuco (Chile) 
Universidad de Chile (Chile) 
River Plate (Argentina) 
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1998 LIBERTADORES CUP UPDATE 


GROUP | 


25/02/98 
25/02/98 
13/03/98 
03/03/98 
06/03/98 
10/03/98 
18/03/98 
18/03/98 
03/04/98 
24/03/98 
27/03/98 
31/03/98 


04/03/98 
04/03/98 
17/03/98 
13/03/98 
10/03/98 
20/03/98 
26/03/98 
24/03/98 
07/04/98 
03/04/98 
31/03/98 
10/04/98 


25/02/98 
25/02/98 
03/03/98 
13/03/98 
10/03/98 
06/03/98 
18/03/98 
18/03/98 
04/04/98 
24/03/98 
27/03/98 
31/03/98 


25/02/98 
25/02/98 
13/03/98 
03/03/98 
06/03/98 
10/03/98 
19/03/98 
18/03/98 
24/03/98 
31/03/98 
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América-COL 

Barcelona-EQU 
Barcelona-EQU 
Deportivo Quito-EQU 
Barcelona-EQU 
Deportivo Quito-EQU 
Bucaramanga-COL 


Bucaramanga-COL 
Deportivo Quito-EQU 
América-COL 
Bucaramanga-COL 
Bucaramanga-COL 
América-COL 
América-COL 


2 
0 
1 
1 
2 
0 
1) 
Deportivo Quito-EQU 1 Barcelona-EQU 
América-COL 1 Barcelona-EQU 
Bucaramanga-COL 2 Deportivo Quito-EQU 
América-COL 2 Deportivo Quito-EQU 
Bucaramanga-COL 1 Barcelona-EQU 
GROUP 2 
Grémio-BRA 1 Vasco da Gama-BRA 
América-MEX 1 Guadalajara-MEX 
Guadalajara-MEX 1 Vasco da Gama-BRA 
América-MEX 1 Grémio-BRA 
Guadalajara-MEX 1 Grémio-BRA 
América-MEX 1 Vasco da Gama-BRA 
Vasco da Gama-BRA 3 Grémio-BRA 
Guadalajara-MEX 0 América-MEX 
Grémio-BRA 41 América-MEX 
Vasco daGama-BRA 2 Guadalajara-MEX 
Grémio-BRA 2 Guadalajara-MEX 
Vasco daGama-BRA 1 América-MEX 
GROUP 3 
Olimpia-PAR 5 Cerro Portefio-PAR 
U. Catélica-CHI 2 Colo Colo-CHI 
Cerro Portefio-PAR 0 U. Catdlica-CHI 
Olimpia-PAR 1 Colo Colo-CHI 
Cerro Portefio-PAR 2 Colo Colo-CHI 
Olimpia-PAR 2  U. Catdlica-CHI 
Colo Colo-CHI 2  U. Catélica-CH! 
Cerro Portefio-PAR 1 Olimpia-PAR 
Colo Colo-CHI 1 Olimpia-PAR 
U. Catdlica-CHI 1 Cerro Portefio-PAR 
Colo Colo-CHI 1 Cerro Portefio-PAR: 
U. Catélica-CHI 2  Olimpia-PAR 
GROUP 4 
Bolivar-BOL 3 Oriente Petrolero-BO 
Pefiarol-URU. 2  Nacional-URU 
Bolivar-BOL 2  Nacional-URU 
Oriente Petrolero-BO 0 Pefiarol-URU 
Bolivar-BOL 1 Pefiarol-URU 
Oriente Petrolero-BO 2 Nacional-URU 
Nacional-URU 1 Pefiarol-URU 
Oriente Petrolero-BO 1 Bolivar-BOL 
Nacional-URU 4 Oriente Petrolero-BO 
Pefiarol-URU 0 Bolivar-BOL 
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04/04/98 
27/03/98 


04/03/98 
04/03/98 
12/03/98 
11/03/98 
18/03/98 
18/03/98 
25/03/98 
25/03/98 
01/04/98 
02/04/98 
09/04/98 
08/04/98 


15/04/98 
15/04/98 
15/04/98 
15/04/98 
15/04/98 
22/04/98 
23/04/98 
22/04/98 
29/04/98 
02/05/98 
29/04/98 
30/04/98 
29/04/98 
29/04/98 
29/04/98 
08/05/98 


03/06/98 
13/05/98 
20/05/98 
20/05/98 
27/05/98 
06/06/98 
27/05/98 
27/05/98 


15/07/98 
15/07/98 


22/07/98 
22/07/98 


Nacional-URU 4 Bolivar-BOL 
Pefiarol-URU 6 Oriente Petrolero-BO 
GROUP 5 
Alianza Lima-PER 1 Sporting Cristal-PER 
Célon-ARG 1 River Plate-ARG 
Alianza Lima-PER 1 River Plate-ARG 
Célon-ARG 1 Sporting Cristal-PER 
Célon-ARG 1 Alianza Lima-PER 
Sporting Cristal-PER 2 River Plate-ARG 
River Plate-ARG 4 Célon-ARG 
Sporting Cristal-PER 3 Alianza Lima-PER 
Alianza Lima-PER 1 Célon-ARG 
River Plate-ARG 3 Sporting Cristal-PER 
River Plate-ARG 2 Alianza Lima-PER 
Sporting Cristal-PER 1 Cdélon-ARG 
PRELIMINARY 
Bucaramanga-COL 1 Bolivar-BOL 
Barcelona-EQU 2 Colo Colo-CHI 
Vasco daGama-BRA 2 Cruzeiro-BRA 
Cerro Portefio-PAR 1 América-COL 
Nacional-URU 1 Grémio-BRA 
Alianza Lima-PER 1 Pefiarol-URU 
Célon-ARG 3 Olimpia-PAR 
América-MEX 1 River Plate-ARG 
América-COL 1 Cerro Portefio-PAR 
Cruzeiro-BRA 0 Vasco da Gama-BRA 
Grémio-BRA 4 Nacional-URU 
Colo Colo-CHI 2  Barcelona-EQU 
Olimpia-PAR 1 Célon-ARG [1X2 PEN] 
Bolivar-BOL 1 Bucaramanga-COL 
Pefiarol-URU 2 Alianza Lima-PER [2X4 PEN] 
River Plate-ARG 1 América-MEX 
QUARTER-FINAL 
Grémio-BRA 1 Vasco da Gama-BRA 
Bolivar-BOL 1 Barcelona-EQU 
Pefiarol-URU 2 Cerro Portefio-PAR 
River Plate-ARG 2  Cédlon-ARG 
Barcelona-EQU 4  Bolivar-BOL 
Vasco daGama-BRA 1 Grémio-BRA 
Cerro Portefio-PAR 3  Pefiarol-URU 
Célon-ARG 1 River Plate-ARG 
SEMI-FINAL 
Barcelona-EQU 1 Cerro Portefio-PAR 


Vasco daGama-BRA 1 River Plate-ARG 


PLAYING TOMORROW WEDNESDAY 22 JULY 
Cerro Portefio-PAR V Barcelona-EQU 
River Plate-ARG V Vasco da Gama-BRA 
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HEY BIG 
SPENDERS ! 


he hectic Italian transfer market settled 
down for a summer holiday last week with 
Lazio and Parma emerging as the surprise 
big spenders of Serie A. 

‘The transfer market closed just over a month before 
the world’s most prestigious domestic league rolls back 
into action, The market reopens on Aug, 10. 

Lazio goes on a summer break having spent more 
than any other club in Italy in preparation for the 1998- 
99 season —a colossal 140 billion lire ($79 million). 

Th comparison, traditional big spenders Inter Milan 
and AC Milan haye each spent half that, while Juventus 
has forked out a meager $16.9 million to reinforce their 
1998 championship-winning squad. 

Lazio’s bill includes a $19,7 million entry for 
Chilean striker Marcelo Salas from Argentina’s River 
Plate. 

The Rome side also paid out $17 million for 
Barcelona's Ivan de la Pena (known as “little Buddha”) 
and $14 million for teenage striker Dejan Stankovic 
from Red Star Belgrade. 

The Yugoslav teams up with compatriot Sinisa 
Mihajlovic, who has joined from Sampdoria for $12.4 
million, while Portuguese duo Sergio Conceicao and 
Fernando Couto come from Porto and Barcelona, 
respectively, fora further $12.4 million combined. 

‘The money fueling Lazio's latest purchases comes 
from the team’s successful stock market flotation in 
May, days after they won the Italian Cup and reached 
the UEFA Cup final, 

Perhaps with an eye on its balance sheet, the club has 
been careful to offset the acquisitions by selling some of 
the key players from last season. 

Argentine World Cup defender Jose Antonio Chamot 
and Yugoslay midfielder Vladimir Jugovic both go to 
Atletico Madrid for a combined $19 million while 
Talian striker Pierluigi Casiraghi becomes the latest 
Italian to join England's Chelsea. 

Even Lazio’s captain has left, Diego Fuser ended a 
six-year relationship with the Roman team to join 
Parma, the other team making waves in the Italian trans- 
fer market, 

Fuser's departure will be most felt by Lazio, given 
the excellent service he has rendered the club in his time 
there, Furthermore, he will be hoping to resurrect his 
international career, as he was a surprise omission from 
Cesare Maldini’s Italian squad for France 98. 

Parma’s big buy of the early summer is midfielder 
Juan Veron, who joins for $19.7 million from 
Sampdoria, after his impressive performances for 
Argentina at the World Cup. 

‘That makes Veron and Chile’s Salas the most expen- 
sive players in Serie A after Brazil's Ronaldo, suggest- 
ing South Americans call the shots in Italy. 

Parma’s other Argentine import is Abel Balbo, who 
moves from AS Roma-for $3.4 million, French World 
Cup winner Alain Boghossain joins from Sampdoria for 
$7.9 million, while defender Luigi Sartor signs from 
Inter for $6.8 million as Parma seeks a return to the 
heights of earlier in the decade when they won the 
Italian Cup, the Cup Winners’ Cup and the UEFA Cup. 

Unlike Lazio, Parma has reaped little in sales to take 
the sting out of their spending. Argentina’s Nestor 
Sensini earned them $3.6 million by moving to 
Sampdoria, but Brazilians Ze Maria and Adailton both 
left on free contracts, the former to newly-promoted 
Perugia, the latter to Paris St Germain. 

Inter's one expensive signing of the close season is, 
unusually, Italian, Highly-regarded striker Nicola 
Ventola joins from Bari for $14.7 million, seven times 
as much as Inter paid Bologna for its other notable sign- 
ing of June, Roberto Baggio. 

AC Milan welcomes Germany's Oliver Bierhoff, last 
season's top scorer in Serie A, as Milan once again 
seeks to bounce back from a disastrous league tampaign 
by their customary high standards. 

Bierhoff joins from Udinese for $14.1 million, while 
Danish midfielder Thomas Helveg makes the same 
move for $9.6 million, The five-time European champi- 
ons have also snapped up French defensive midfielder 
Bruno N’Gotty from PSG and German goalkeeper Jens 
Lehmann from Schalke 04. 

‘The notable absentee at Milan next year will be 
Marcel Desailly, who moves to Chelsea for $8.5 million 
after his superb performances for France’s World Cup 
winning side, 

Juventus’s biggest signing since they clinched their 


25th league title is midfielder Jocelyn Blanchard, who 
moves to Turin from Metz for a relatively modest $2.7 
million, Otherwise, Juve has been concentrating on 
sales, allowing Italian international right back Moreno 
Torricelli to go to Fiorentina for $6.8 million, 
Torricelli teams up with fellow defender Joerg 
Heinrich, who set a German league record when he 
joined the Florence side from Borussia Dortmund for 
$13.7 million. Fiorentina’s new coach Giovanni 
Trapattoni, who returns to Italy from Bayern Munich, 
has also imported Spain midfielder Guillermo Amor 
from Barcelona for a bargain basement $600,000 and 
defender Tomas Repka from Sparta Prague for $4.5 


million in a bid to strengthen his side for a UEFA Cup | 


campaign. 
AS Roma, another of Italy's UEFA Cup hopefuls, 
has signed Russian player of the year Dmitry Alenichev 


from Spartak Moscow for $6.8 million and midfielder | 


Ivan Tomic from Partizan Belgrade for $4.5 million. 


While the big clubs in Serie A have been carving up 


Europe’s top leagues in a multi-billion Lira search for 
talent, the little sides have also been delving into the 
transfer market. 

Newly-promoted Salernitana, bracing itself for its 


first season in the top flight for 50 years, has taken on 


18 new players — more than any other club in Serie A. 
However, the gulf in spending power between top and 
bottom in Italy remains vast. 

Salernitana’s 18 new recruits cost a total of $15.8 
million — less than either Lazio's Salas or Parma’s 
Veron alone. It will be interesting to see how this little 
team from the Campania region goes in the big league. 
Let us not forget that their bigger ‘neighbours’ Napoli, 
have been relegated to the Serie B for the first time in 
over 30 years. 


Oliver Bierhoff...Ciao to Udinese. 


KLUIVERT STAYS 


PUT - FOR NOW 


C Milan have rejected an offer from 
Arsenal for striker Patrick Kluivert, who 
currently has a three-year contract with 
the Italian club. 
“We do not consider (the offer) sufficiently matches 
the value of the player. We have courteously said ‘no',” 
Milan vice president Adriano Galliani told reporters. 


x 
Ly 


| 1899 


“He is staying,” Galliani said but added that the club 
were now free to negotiate with other teams for 
Kluivert’s eventual transfer, He said Milan would not, 
however, agree to a transfer to another Italian team. 

Arsenal were believed to have offered Milan around 
35 billion lire ($19.7 million) for Kluivert's signature. 
| Milan reportedly rejected a similar offer from Arsenal's 

north London rivals Tottenham Hotspur last week. 

Kluivert had a miserable first year in Milan last sea- 
son, scoring just six league goals. He was frequently 
whistled at by fans and had said he would leave in the 

| summer with Milan’s blessing. 

Kluivert rediscovered his form at the World Cup, 
where he scored vital goals against Argentina and Brazil 
as the Netherlands reached the semi-finals. This could 
now be a crucial factor in the club's thinking, so 
Kluivert may just have to wait a little longer before he 
can go anywhere, z 

‘AC Milan fans T am sure will still recall their glory 
days when other Dutch players were at the club. They 
were handy players indeed, and if Kluivert can emulate 
Van Basten, Gullit or even Rijkaard, then he will be 
loved in the Lombard capital. 


SCALA SAYS 


CnNIQ”’ T 


| jormer Borussia Dortmund, Parma and 
Perugia coach Nevio Scala turned down a 
chance to take over at European Cup hold- 
ers Real Madrid because it was too close to 
the start of the season, 

“[t wasn’t a decision against Real or against the best 
team in Europe,” the Italian told Germany’s Kicker 

| magazine in an interview. 

Scala, who made his name in a successful seven- 
year spell as Parma coach from 1989 to 1996, said he 
hhad bad experiences of taking over teams when he had 
not been involved in planning decisions. “When I took 
oyer teams such as Perugia or Dortmund, I'd had no 
say in their composition or their season planning,” he 
said. 

Scala took over at Dortmund in June 1997 after the 
German side had won the European Cup under Ottmar 
Hitzfeld, who moved on to become the club's sports 
director. At Dortmund last season, Scala's players fin- 
ished a disappointing 10th in the first division and he 
left in May. 

He had joined Dortmund following a short involve- 
ment with Perugia, a club he took over when they were 

| fighting a losing battle against relegation from Italy's 

| Serie A in season 1996/97. 

| Real won the European Cup under Jupp Heynckes 
last season but the German then left by mutual agree- 

| ment a week later. His replacement, Jose Antonio 
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REAL 


Camacho, resigned after 22 days, Scala said he told 
Real that he was not interested in the job, 

He insisted he had not been put off by the previous 
coaches’ problems with club president Lorenzo Sanz. 
“] was enthusiastic about our meeting. I had to think 
Jong and hard after Sanz phoned me,” he said. 

Scala said he would now take some time off. “I'll 
take a break and have some time for myself, unless the 
Italian national team calls me,” he said, adding that he 
thought his chances of running the national team were 
slim. 

“T think Dino Zoff, the former national goalkeeper, 
has a better chance,” he said. Italy are currently 
coached by Cesare Maldini, who has a contract until 
the end of the year. Zoff, Scala and former AC Milan 
coach Fabio Capello have all been touted as potential 
replacements. If certain reports are to be believed then 
Dino Zoff has the job already, signed, sealed and just 
about, delivered. 

And at Real the new boss is Holland's recent world 
cup coach, Guus Hiddink, Barcelona, Spain’s other 
main club, has also a Dutchman at the helm, in Louis 
Van Gaal. Should Scala have accepted Real’s offer, he 
would have joined another Italian in Spain’s capital 
city of Madrid. Their city rivals Atletico Madrid have 
appointed former national coach Arrigo Sacchi, as their 
supremo for the next two seasons, 
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SLAMS BRAZIL 


Surely Moratti didn’t expect Brazil, who were on the 
verge of winning a World Cup, to consider his club side 
Inter. Or did he? 


he owner of Ronaldo’s Italian team criti- 
cized Brazil last week for allowing the star 
striker to play in the World Cup final after 
he had convulsions, 

“The Brazilian federation behaved in an absurd man- 
ner,” Inter owner Massimo Moratti said. “Its actions 
could have had much more serious consequences. 

“Now I only hope that Ronaldo has the chance to rest 
because he was put under unusual pressure.” Ronaldo's 
name was not on Brazil coach Mario Zagallo’s starting 
lineup sheet issued an hour before the final. 

“It was a serious mistake to have Ronaldo play in 


MORATTI 


ITALY 


MOVE 


INTO THE 


TOP TEN 


taly have moved back into the top ten of the lat- 
est FIFA rankings issued last week. Brazil still 
top the world rankings issued by FIFA, despite 


Top 10 


those conditions,” Moratti said. 

“Tam not familiar with what happened,” Moratti 
said. “But nonetheless, even though Ronaldo expressed 
the desire to play, I think someone should have looked 
at him more as a person than a player.” 

Moratti, who brought Ronaldo to Inter from Spain's 
FC Barcelona in a record multimillion-dollar deal, said 
his star has been given a month off by the club, 

“You all saw how good Zidane is,” Moratti said. 
“The best of all, no? And yet Zidane was not put under 
the pressure Ronaldo was Zidane and France won the 
World Cup, but the front pages continue to be about 
Ronaldo. 

“It is evident that a situation like that creates stress 
and tiredness,” he went on. “In general, he handles 
everything in an intelligent and balanced manner. This 
time, evidently, he wasn’t able to.” 

While Moratti is certainly interested in protecting his 
star investment, it is once again an issue of club versus 
country. 


THE MEN IN CHARGE (> mar 


ho are the men in charge of the 18 Serie 

A teams this year ? How many of them 

will last the whole season? And how 

many of them will be sacked before a 
ball has even been kicked in anger? 

Last year none less than nine of them were sacked 
before the season was over and one, Eddie Reja of 
Brescia, was sacked before a ball had even been kicked 
in the new season. Hard to believe but true. A coach’s 
life in the Serie A can be very short indeed. 

The old familiar names are back, Marcello Lippi 
(Juventus), Gigi Simoni (Inter), Zdenek Zeman (Roma) 
and Eugenio Fascetti (Bari), Some familiar faces are 
returning to the league after a couple of years absence, 


namely Giovanni Trapattoni (Fiorentina), Ilario 


ZOFF 


Yi . 
Ronaldo: Stop hassling me, man! 


Castagner (Perugia) and Giuseppe Materazzi (Piacenza). 


Others have merely moved clubs, Carlo Mazzone | 


(Bologna), Alberto Zaccheroni (AC Milan), Alberto | 
Malesani (Parma), Luciano Spalletti (Sampdoria) and | 
Francesco Guidolin (Udinese), The remaining ones are 


the ‘new boys on the block’, namely Giampiero Ventura | __ 


(Cagliari), Del Neri (Empoli), Delio Rossi (Salernitana), 
Walter Novellino (Venezia) and Franco Colomba 
(Vicenza). 

Throughout season 1998/99 these men will sweat out 
every kick, pass, throw-in, referee's whistle etc. Every 
game could be their last, but then again ] am sure they 
will tell you that they would rather be on the bench of a 
Serie A team than anywhere else in the world. Who 
could blame them ? Good luck to all these ‘allenatori’ 


NATIONAL JOB 


f certain reports are correct, then Dino Zoff, 
Italy’s legendary goalkeeper is set to become 
the national coach by the beginning of 
August. He will replace the very dour and 

pragmatic Cesare Maldini, 

Zoff is currently the president of Lazio and was 
called on to be their coach towards the end of season 
1996/97, when Zdenek Zeman was sacked. 

Everyday Zoff would tell the media that he didn't 
want to be there. Day after day we heard how he felt 
that he was only interested in running Lazio as the 
president of the club. 

Zoff was without a shadow of a doubt Italy's 
greatest goalkeeper. In fact, he is the most capped 
player ever for Italy with 112 appearances. Stuff that 
legends are made of. 

‘However as a coach he has been less than impres- 
sive. As coach of Juventus some years ago he took 
the club to an Italian Cup and UEFA Cup triumph. 
‘After three years in the job he was replaced because 
he couldn't break the then dominance of AC Milan 
on the “Scudetto’. 


Subsequently he moved on to Lazio and once 
again no championship was forthcoming. In fact at 
Lazio he didn’t win a thing. Politely he was moved 
‘upstairs’ and became club president, That is where 
he is today. 

His only other previous experience as coach was 
when he was in charge of the Italian Olympic team. 


Yes, the same team that lost 0-4 to Zambia in the | 


1988 Soeul Olympics. How quickly we forget ! 

Zoff is a legend, he will always be remembered as 
such. Lets just hope that the Italian Federation 
(FIGC) wakes and doesn’t ruin our wonderful memo- 
ry of this man by appointing him as national coach, 
where he will most likely be out of his depth. 

Should he be appointed, and it seems he will, I 


hope that I am wrong about my childhood hero. | 


However the FIGC should seriously think of some 
alternatives, who have a proven track record in the 
Serie A, such as Marcello Lippi, Fabio Capello and 
Giovanni Trapattoni. Now they have a number of 
‘scudettos’ between them. In colloquial terms, they 
have ‘the runs on the board’. 
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their World Cup final defeat by France. 1. Brazil 

| ~ France move up 15 places to second spot while los- 2 Fiance 
ing semi-finalists Croatia are in fourth place, up from 3 Gannah 
19th position, Italy. prior to the World Cup, were in : y 

| Lath position but now move back into the top ten, afer 4. Croatia 

| their quarter-final appearance in France. 5. Argentina 


It is interesting to see that FIFA considers Italy to be 

| as good as Holland, when their on-field performances at 
the World Cup were way inferior to the Dutch. 
However, another anomaly that is hard to explain, is the 

| fact that the Czech Republic, with all due respect to 
them, are ranked sixth when they didn’t even qualify for 
the World Cup ! 


a 


6. Czech Republic 
7. Yugoslavia 

8 equal. Netherlands 
8 equal. Italy 

10. England 


Baggio: How can we be ten and Czech Republic ‘six? 


_ MEET ‘MR> 
NOBODY’ 


| elio Rossi is certainly not a household ed. 

name in Italian soccer but this season 

could turn this all around for this modest 

38-year old, In Italy’s leading daily sports 

paper ‘La Gazzetta dello Sport’, Rossi described 
himself as a ‘Mr Nobody’. 

A fitting description one would assume, considering 
that he has yet to achieve anything in the Serie A, but 
not one you would expect for a coach to give himself 
in a competition where egos at times are rather inflat- 


He will be the youngest coach in the Serie A this 
season but that doesn’t seem to worry him. His team 
Salernitana have been promoted for the first time in 50 
years. 

Tn many ways this is an enormous achievement in 
itself. Rossi is a character, a breath of fresh air and a 
person who should .make this year’s Serie A competi- 
tion one well worth looking forward to. 


Joke courtesy of comedian 
Joe Avati 


Q. What do you call an Italian-Australian socce 
team? : 


A. AC/DC Milan. 


JACQUET 


FRENCH VENGLOS NEW 


TECHNICAL 
DIRECTOR 


ime Jacquet, stepping down as coach of 
the national team less than a week after 
leading France to World Cup victory, 
will become technical director of national 
soccer, the French Football Federation (FFF) said. 

Jacquet had always indicated he wanted to quit as 
coach after the World Cup and said in an interview 
with Le Monde newspaper he was ready for the new 
challenge: “To go to the little clubs, meet the trainers 
and exchange ideas.” 

He will take over as technical supremo from 
Gerard Houllier, who on Thursday was appointed 
joint team manager of English premier league club 
Liverpool. 

The FFF said Jacquet’s replacement would be 
announced “in the days ahead.” 

‘A new coach will have little time to get to grips 
with the job as France play their next game on Aug. 
19 —a friendly against Austria in Vienna, 

Jacquet, a former metal worker, took charge of 
France in late 1993 following a shock elimination 
from the World Cup finals. 

He soon built up an unbeaten run that stretched to 
30 matches and three years until a 1-0 defeat to 
Denmark in 1996, During that period, his team quali- 
fied for the 1996 European championship where it 
reached the semifinals before going out to 
Czechoslovakia on penalties, 

He faced virulent criticism in the press ahead of 
the World Cup for some of his tactical decisions but 
has become a national hero in the wake of France's 
first World Cup triumph, 

And in other coaching news, Nuremberg coach 
Felix Magath announced he was to leave the newly- 
promoted club before the start of the new season. 

The former German international said his split 
with the club was due to a breakdown of trust with 
club president Michael Roth, 

Magath said Roth, contrary to a verbal agreement, 
had wanted to renew his contract for only one more 


TRIO PU 


Aime Jacquet 


year. Other sources say Magath chose to leave on 
financial grounds, 

Assistant coach Thomas Brunner is to fill the gap 
Until a new head coach is found. 

“When he would only offer me a one-year contract 
on Friday I saw no more future for myself there ... 
Without trust it doesn’t work,” Magrath said. 

Roth said the club simply could not bear the finan- 
cial risk, 

Sources close to the club say Magrath was asking 
for guaranteed Compensation of more than three mil- 
lion marks ($1. 7 sion) in the event of a premature 


IRAN 
DEFENDER 


KHAKPOUR /!9660 5736 


hree European clubs are chasing the sig- 
nature of Australia’s World Cup scourge 
Iranian defender Mohammad Khakpour, 
the player said. 

Germany's VfL Bochum, Bordeaux in France and 
Sturm Graz of Austria have all expressed an interest 
in signing the 29-year-old Bahman centre-half. 

But Khakpour, formerly with Geyland United in 
Singapore and Turkey's Vanspor, expressed a prefer- 
ence to play in the Bundesliga. 

“Ym waiting for my club to finish talking to the 
others,” said Khakpour. “But Id like to play in 
Germany. They have a strong league which is proba- 
bly stronger than France or Austria.” 

Khakpour’s international teammates Hamid Reza 
Estili, Mehdi Pashazadeh and Ali Lafti are all current- 
ly in Austria hoping to find new clubs. 


Tran in action at France 98. 


CELTIC BOSS 


cottish champions Celtic appointed Jozef 
Venglos as head coach, bringing back to 
Britain the man who in 1990 became the first 
foreigner to manage a top English club. 

Venglos, a 62-year-old Slovak with a doctorate in 
physical education and psychology, replaces Dutchman 
Wim Jansen who resigned in May after leading the 
Glasgow club to their first league title for 10 years. 

‘The club said that until Venglos’ work permit was 
completed he would be working as a consultant. Jansen, 
who played for the Netherlands in the 1974 and 1978 
World Cup finals, has since been linked to the job of 
Dutch national coach left vacant by Guus Hiddink. 

Venglos’ last foray into British soccer with Aston 
Villa was unhappy and brief but Celtic glossed over 
that. 


“Jozef Venglos has a wealth of experience and 
knowledge of coaching which is difficult to match in 
world football,” said Celtic managing director Fergus 
McCann in a statement announcing the move. “He 
knows what it takes to win at the highest level, winning 
leagues and cups at national level and the European 
championships at international level as well as taking 
Czechoslovakia to the World Cup quarter-finals in Italia 
90.” 

McCann said Celtic had talked to many people in its 
search for a replacement for Jansen. 
“Tthas been an in-depth search and at the end of it we 


have an intelligent man with a mature attitude and a 
knowledge of playing and coaching at the highest 
level,” McCann said. “Part of Jozef's brief is also to 
idemtify and groom a successor. 

“T believe that Jozef will not only take the first team 
forward but will ensure the entire coaching set up 
throughout the club has a strong foundation for many 
years to come.” 

Venglos lasted 10 months last time, arriving as Villa 
manager in the aftermath of the 1990 World Cup. 

He took over in July 1990, replacing departing man- 
ager Graham Taylor who left to take charge of England. 
He quit in May 1991, 

Venglos said that he had recently been offered a job 
as coach of a national side but had turned it down. “The 
Celtic job is the one that I want and I am delighted to 
get it.” 

He has coached across Europe and has been national 
coach of five sides — Australia, Malaysia, Oman, 
Slovakia and Czechoslov: 

A former international midfielder, he was on the 
coaching staff when Czechoslovakia beat world cham- 
pions West Germany on penalties in the final of the 
1976 European championship. 

Venglos has also coached Sporting Lisbon in 
Portugal (1983-84) and Turkish club Fenerbahce (1991- 
93). He is currently a coaching adviser to FIFA and 
technical director to Slovan Bratislava, 
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RUSSIA PLANS 


NATIONAL T 
UPGRAD | 


adical changes in Russia’s national squad 

and soccer leadership — as requested by 

president Boris Yeltsin — will take place in 

the near future, the head of the national 
federation said. 

“On July 23, the Russian Football Union will appoint 
anew head coach,” Vyacheslav Koloskoy, the president 
of the Union (RFU), told a news conference. “This 
November an RFU conference will elect a new presi- 
dent, his deputies and other officials.” 

Koloskov, who has been at the helm of the RFU — 
the overall governing body for Russian soccer — since 
1979, said his name would be on the list of candidates 
for the presidency. 

The new head coach would be chosen from a short 
list of four — Oleg Romantsev of Spartak Moscow, 
Viktor Prokopenko of Rotor Volgograd, Anatoly 
Byshoyets of Zenit St, Petersburg and current acting 
head coach Mikhail Gershkovich, who was appointed in 
June. 

Koloskov said Gershkovich was most likely to be 
appointed. “The other three men are tied to their teams, 
who all have chances to win in the top league.” 

The changes will please Yeltsin, a keen sports fan, 
who said earlier this week Russia must qualify for the 
2000 European championship and urged radical changes 
in the game, 


utch World Cup coach Guus Hiddink has 
signed a two-year deal with European 
Cup winners Real Madrid, the Spanish 
club. 

Hiddink signed the contract in the early hours of 
Thursday morning at the club’s Santiago Bernabeu sta- 
dium following a meeting of just over an hour with Real 
Madrid President Lorenzo Sanz. 

“From this moment he is the coach of Real Madrid 
for the next two seasons,” Sanz said, “However, I hope 
it’s not just two seasons and he’s here for much longer. 
We bid him welcome and hope that from here we have a 
prosperous time together.” 

“I'm very happy with this agreement,” Hiddink 
added. “From the first moment that the president con- 
tacted me I’ve been very enthusiastic about the job.” 

Hiddink becomes the sixth coach to serve under Sanz 
since the real estate and constriction magnate took over 
the presidency of the club in November 1995. 

Former Borussia Dortmund coach Neyio Scala had 
‘appeared to be the favourite to take over at Real follow- 
ing the departure of Jose Antonio Camacho a week ago. 

The Italian coach came to the Spanish capital on 
Tuesday for talks with Sanz and club directors. 

But Scala tured down the European Cup winners on 
Wednesday, saying he wanted a year’s sabbatical from 
Soccer. Italian media, however, have linked him with his 
old job at Parma where the coach’s position is currently 
vacant. 

Hiddink, who was at the helm of the PSV Eindhoven 
side that won the 1988 European Cup, now has the task 
of getting to know the Real players, who are still reeling 
from the flurry of coaching changes since they lifted the 
European Cup two months ago. 

Firstly, German coach Jupp Heynckes left the club by 
mutual-agreement with Sanz a week after their 
Amsterdam triumph. He had been in charge for only a 
year and had a year left on his contract, 

After a protracted and public search for a replace- 
ment, Camacho was appointed on June 17. 

However, the former Real player and Spanish inter- 


HIDDINK SIGNS 
TWO-YEAR DEAL 


“The leadership of Russian football has to be urgent- 


Samaranch told Yeltsin he was surprised that a coun- 
try with a population of nearly 150 million and such | 
vast territory had failed to qualify for this year’s World | 
Cup finals, 

“It is good that Yeltsin has finally started paying 
attention to soccer, and not just tennis. He is not offer- 
ing us financial help but we are glad we have his atten- 
tion,” Koloskoy said, 

He said several players from the national youth squad 
were likely to join a new Russia team, complete with 
foreign-based stars including Glasgow Rangers’ Andrei 
Kanchelskis, who has pledged to return to the national 
team. 

“We hope Gershkovich will be able to form a high- 
class team to play against France and Ukraine in the 
Euro 2000 qualifiers,” he said, Russia’s first qualifier is 
fixed for Sept. 5. 

Gershkovich, 50, took over from Boris Ignatyev as 
acting Russia coach on June 18. Prior to that he coached 
the under-21 team and was a striker with Moscow's 
‘Torpedo and Dynamo sides in the 1970s. 


national resigned after the briefest spell as a Real 
Madrid coach in the club's 96-year history. He lasted 
just 22 days, 

Camacho left last week citing differences with Sanz 
and the club directors, especially over the proposed con- 
tract of his friend Carlos Lorenzana who was poised to 
become a club trainer. 


6 é ieee 


Hiddink will meet most of the Real players for the 
first time on Thursday before a pre-season training 
camp in Switzerland starting on Friday. 

Hiddink is the second Dutch coach to take charge at | 
Real Madrid. | 

Leo Beenhakker had two spells at the club, firstly | 
between 1986 and 1989 and then briefly during the 
1991-92 season. | 

Nor is it Hiddink’s first experience of Spanish top | 
flight soccer. He coached Valencia during the 1992-93 | 
season, guiding them to fourth place. 
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ly strengthened, a high-class chief coach has to be | 
found, the squad has to be formed anew,” Yeltsin told 
visiting president of the International Olympic 
Committee Juan Antonio Samaranch. | 


erti Vogts must be feeling a little nervous. 

He has just received the dreaded vote of 

confidence by his federation. German 

bosses said they had confidence in coach 
Berti Vogts and he would continue to head the 
national team, 

‘The German Federation (DFB) announcement fol- 
lowed a so-called “crisis meeting” held in Stuttgart to 
discuss the future of the national side after a disap- 
pointing performance at the World Cup. 

“The DFB committee have stated their full trust in 
trainer Berti Vogts for the rebuilding of the national 
team,” the DFB said in a statement, 

DEB President Egidius Braun and five of his offi- 
cials met Vogts in Stuttgart on Friday to analyse the 
team’s performance in France and map out a future 
strategy. 

The national team’s 3-0 defeat at the hands of 
Croatia in a World Cup quarter-final provoked 4 bout 
of soul-searching among many Germans, who regard 
their soccer team as a symbol of national pride. 

‘The 51-year-old Vogts came under public pressure 
to quit after Germany's ignominious exit from the 
competition in France, but the DFB said it continued 


TAKE 


he German Football Federation (DFB) met 
in Frankfurt last week to discuss their 
national team’s ‘failure’ at the World Cup. 


‘The metting of mainly administrators are also expect- 
ed to look at ways of improving German football at 
grass roots level. 

Despite this seemingley positive action however, 
Bayern Munich vice president Michael Rummenigge is 
critical that few former players are involved. 

Rumenigge believes that the input a Franz 


to back him and that he would hold sole sporting 
responsibility for any future team. 

“We are facing a difficult situation, But I see good 
prospects for steering the flagship national team on to 
4 good course once again,” Vogts said in the state- 
ment. 

Braun, regarded as Vogts's staunchest ally within 
the federation, also used the occasion to reaffirm his 
commitment to standing for another term as DFB 
chief, 

“| am ready with all my strength and motivation to 
take on the challenge of leading the DFB into the next 
century,” the 73-year-old president said. 

Braun is to put himself forward as a candidate at the 
next meeting of the DFB parliament on October 24 
this year. The next presidential term runs until 2001. 

The statement also called for better co-operation 
between the Bundesliga and the national team and for 
special attention to be paid to the fostering of youth 
talent, 

It said there was no intention to introduce a team of 
advisers for the national team, but added that a group 
of experts would be nominated to look into growth and 
development. 


GERMANS TO 


CTION 


Beckenbauer has could be invaluable, while also calling 
for 37 year old Lothar Matthaeus to be kept on as a 
player for another two years, Rumenigge believes that 
Matthaeus could help bring on a new German team built 
around the prolific Oliver Bierhoff, Jens Jeremies and 
Christian Woerns, 

Another Bayern top man, manager Uli Hoeness, was 
also critical of national coach Berti Vogts. Hoeness 
believed Vogts relied too heavily on captain Juergen 
Klinsmann, saying, “ The whole German playing sys- 
tem was hamstrung by the way Vogts rammed through 

Klinsmann as his top player.” 
x Although many people correctly wrote the 
“Germans off in the 1998 World Cup, it will be a 
brave person who predicts they won't get it 
right in defending their European Championship 
crown in the year 2000. 

And finally, Italian boss Cesare Maldini has 
finally explained the reason Italy have exited the 
last three World Cups on penalties. 

“Tt seems we might be cursed,” he said. 

News of this curse was of no comfort to 
Luigi Di Biagio, who missed the vital spot kick 
which helped France on their way to lifting the 
World Cup for the first tiome. 

Apologising for his missed penalty, Di 
Biagio was still wiping away tears half an hour 
after the game. “This is the worst feeling ever,” 
he said. 

While this sentiment will be echoed by his 
fellow countrymen, Di Biagio has nothing to 
reproach himself for. His intelligent passing 
from midfield was a real bonus for Italy, and he 


will be keen to make up for his miss by starting 


the new season in positive fashion, 

As for the Halian's penalty curse, maybe if 
they lose to England in the 2002 World Cup on 
penalties, Maldini will have a point... 


~ MAN UNITED 


CLOSER TO 
BLOMQVIST 


nglish Premier League club Manchester 
United said it had agreed to terms with 
Serie A giant Parma for Swedish winger 
Jesper Blomqvist, 

‘The transfer, believed to be worth around $8.2 mil- 
tion, could be completed early this week. 

United manager Alex Ferguson and club chairman 
Martin Edwards met Blomqvist at Old Trafford before 
the player flew back to Italy for final talks with Parma 
over the weekend, 

“The boy has gone back to Italy now, but I expect 
him to be back with us next week, when we hope to 
conclude the deal,” said Ferguson, 

Ferguson, who had a bid for Blomqvist turned down 
last season, has been looking to strengthen his squad 
after United surrendered its premier league title to 
Arsenal and failed to get past Monaco in the European 
‘Cup quarter-finals last term. 

On Thursday Ferguson confirmed his interest in 
Aston Villa striker Dwight Yorke. Yorke, a Trinidad 
and Tobago international, is out of contract this summer 


but United is yet to make a formal bid. 

“We have been looking at Yorke, but Villa's price of 
16 million pounds for the player means any deal is out 
of the question at the moment,” explained Ferguson. 
“We are hoping to work away on that.” 


‘enger is about to end 

speculation about his 

own future by sign- 

ing a new contract. 
The Frenchman has one year left |’ 
on his existing deal and the 
Gunners haye offered him a five- 
year extension, 


Wenger said: ‘I don’t want to 


speculate on anything. I'm happy 


here and will remain at the club as 


long as they'll have me. My contract 
is not important, I'm positive that 
Tl reach an agreement with the 
club.’ 

He will also be hoping to thrash 
Out at least a couple of new signings 
- including a big-name striker - 


ready for the start of the season after 


watching his side labour to a goal- 


Jess draw at non-league Enfield on | 
Saturday. Arsenal were without 
their World Cup players, although 
England’s David Seaman and Tony 
Adams report back this week. ssi 

Meanwhile, Dutch World Cup |. oe 
player Ronald de Boer is pinning his 
hopes of signing for Arsenal in time 
for the Charity Shield on the out- 
come of a contract tribunal next 


week. 
‘The independent hearing will rule 


on whether De Boer and his twin 


brother Frank should be allowed to 


break contracts with Ajax that run 


until 2004 so that they can complete 


transfers to Arsertal and Barcelona. 


If Ronald’s prospective £10mil- 


lion move to Arsenal can be com- 
pleted in time, he may make his 


debut against Manchester United at 


Wembley on August 9. He said: ‘I 


know exactly what the score is with 


Arsenal. I wouldn’t go into this if 
my future wasn’t guaranteed. T 


de Boer: Take me to Highbury. 


VIALLI TO 
PLAY ON 


helsea boss Gianluca Vialli has warned he 

is not prepared to be left out of Chelsea’s 

strike force next season. At 34, Vialli was 

expected to take a back seat from playing 
to concentrate on masterminding Chelsea’s champi- 
onship challenge, 

But he has told new buy Pierluigi Casiraghi and fel- 
low strikers Tore Andre Flo, Brian Laudrup and 
Gianfranco Zola that they all face a fight for their 
places. 

‘T want to be available for every game,’ insisted 
Vialli, who took over from the sacked Ruud Gullit last 
season. 

‘That means taking part in all the training sessions. 
It’s my duty to be ready, but Casiraghi will be my No.1 
striker.” 

Vialli said he intended to make full use of his strik- 
ing options - and that meant staying fit to keep the rest 
on their toes, 

Casiraghi was replaced at half-time after missing 
three good chances on his debut during the 2-0 friendly 
win at Conference side Kingstonian. 

Zola put Chelsea ahead with a typical piece of fin- 
ishing in the 20th minute before youngster obert 
Wolleaston grabbed the Blues’ second 15 minutes 
from time. 

In other news, Norwegian defender Vegard 
Heggem, 23, arrives on Merseyside today for a medical 
and talks on personal terms over his $6m move to 
Liverpool from Rosenborg. Liverpool are confident the 
deal will be completed tomorrow. 

And Collins John Collins can expect a tempting 
offer from Everton to change his mind about staying 
with Monaco. 

Tottenham have joined Blackburn Rovers and 
Aston Villa in showing interest in Sunderland's Lee 
Clark, who was bitterly disappointed that the club nar- 
rowly failed to snatch promotion last season. 

‘They are all likely to be out of luck, even with the 
bidding at the $8m mark. 

Additionally, Sunderland appear to have unearthed a 
new star goalkeeper in Dane Thomas Sorensen, who 
made an impressive debut in Ian Brightwell’s testimo- 
nial match at Maine Road on Saturday. 

Arjan de Zeeuw has signed a new contract with 


Barnsley after negotiations with player-manager John 
Hendrie following Danny Wilson’s departure to 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

‘The 28-year-old central defender had been widely 
expected to leave on a free transfer under the Bosman 
ruling. 

Southampton striker David Hirst will miss the start 
of the season after a bizarre training incident. He twist- 
ed knee ligaments when he trod on a stone while run- 
ning and could be out for two months. 

Saints manager Dave Jones insisted it was a minor 
injury with no lasting damage. 

Aston Villa boss John Gregory has warned right 
back Gary Charles to steer clear of trouble in future 
after the former England defender was found guilty of 
assaulting a taxi driver. 


Gianluca Vialli: | can still play! 


HAMME 
HEIR 


S LAND 
FIRST 


OZ CATCH 


est Ham’s unique Australian acade- 
my system has unearthed its first 
graduate in 15-year-old Steve 
Laurie, 

Laurie, from the West Ham-sponsored Kingsway 
Hammers club, Perth, arrived in England last week to. 
embark upon a three-year scholarship with the Upton 
Park club. 

He is the first recruit from the two academies set 
up by West Ham in Perth and Sydney. 

The Premiership club have invested around 
£200,000 in the scheme, which is designed to cream 
off some of the outstanding young soccer talent 
Down Under. 

Australian international Stan Lazaridis is already a 
fixture in West Ham's first team and the East London 
club hope there will be more to follow. 

‘Steve is Australian Under 17 captain and has 
something about him,’ said West Ham chief execu- 
tive director of football Peter Storrie, who has been 
instrumental in setting up the academies. 

‘T could see he had potential when I was last in 
Australia and there were a number of clubs after him, 
including German Bundesliga outfit Werder Bremen. 

“The club have bought a house in Romford which 
we should name Australia House because, apart from 
Steve, we have some of his countrymen staying 
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there,” said Storrie.’ 

‘The three-year scholarship programme will involve 
all aspects of the game and Laurie will also be 
required to continue his education. 
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FRANCE, 
ENGLAND 
SHARE FAIR 
PLAY AWARD 


rance and England, 
who between them had |= 
four players sent off 
during the World 
Cup, have been jointly 
awarded the FIFA Fair Play 
Award for the competition, 

Both teams averaged 828 
points, based on a scale which 
rewards good sportsmanship 
and a positive approach to the 
game. Norway finished third 
with 822. 

Hosts France were leading 
going into Sunday’s final 
against Brazil but slipped back 
after defender Marcel Desailly 
was sent off. France won the 
final 3-0. 

‘Two other French players, 
Zinedine Zidane and Laurent 
Blanc, also received red cards 
during the monthlong | 
competition. England, which 
was knocked out in the second 
round, had one player sent off 
— David Beckham. 

France and England will each 
receive a FIFA Fair Play trophy 
and $25,000 of soccer 
equipment for youth football, at 
an award ceremony in 
Barcelona next January, 

Of the teams that made the 
final 16 Romania were last with 
693, ‘They had no men sent off ur 
but collected nine yellow cards. 


EVERTON SIGN 


_ MATERAZZI 


verton have completed the signing of 
defender Marco Materazzi from Italian 
side Perugia for 2,8 million pounds ($4.6 
million), 

The 24-year-old Italian is the first signing by the 
premier league club’s new boss Walter Smith. 

The club did not give details of the player's 
contract but Materazzi is believed to have signed a 
four-year deal with the Merseysiders. 

“It’s great to signa long term deal with a club like 
Everton,” Materazzi said. 

“IIL be a good experience playing in England — 
it’s a similar standard to Italy so T shouldn’t have any 
trouble adjusting.” 

Smith said Materazzi’s all-round game would be 
perfectly suited to the rigours of the English top 
flight, 

“Tye watched hima few times and he’s impressed 
me,” the former Rangers boss said. 

“He's been playing very well over the last two 
seasons. 

He's tall, quite aggressive and he has a good left 
foot with a powerful shot. 

He’ll also be useful at set-pieces with his height.” 

Smith added that Materazzi was likely to be the 
first of several Everton signings before the start of 
the new English season next month. 

Meanwhile, Tottenham last week denied they had 


received any offers for star defender Sol Campbell | 
despite reports of an imminent world record move to | 


Ttaly. 

Juventus and Inter Milan are both said to have 
tabled $30million bids for the 23-year-old centre- 
back, who impressed at the World Cup Finals with a 
string of excellent performances but Spurs’ director 
of football David Pleat said the club were not looking 
to sell any of their assets. 


30 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JULY 21, 1998 


NCH 


CONNECTION AT 
LIVERPOOL 


iverpool have strengthened their French 
connection, with Patrice Bergues following 
former boss Gerard Houllier on to the 
coaching staff, 

The 49-year-old Bergues had a spell in charge of 
Lens and worked for the French Federation department 
headed by Houllier, now joint Liverpool manager along 
with Roy Evans. 

Bergues has been appointed to replace the retiring 
Ronnie Moran but it was confirmed that Doug 
Livermore retains the title of assistant-manager. 
Houllier is capable of doing an Arsene Wenger and 
leading Liverpool to glory, according to Remi Garde, 

“the Arsenal defender who played for France under 
Houllier in 1993. 

He says the new man at Anfield is an Anglophile, 
just like last season’s double winner Wenger. ‘He has 
always been attracted to English football and has a very 
good knowledge of it,” said Garde. 

Houllier is joint team-manager with Evans but Garde 
believes only one of them can possibly pick the team, 
“When it comes to team selection one of them will have 
to decide and the other will have to carry out the 
decision.” 


Arsene Wenger: Leading the French charge of 
coaches in the UK. 


CHIEF 


HEL 
VENGLOS TAKE 
CELTIC JOB 


‘ozef Venglos relaunched his club management 
career at Celtic courtesy of a glowing 
reference from Aston Villa chairman Doug 
Ellis. 

Celtic managing director Fergus McCann contacted 
Venglos’ employer during the 1990-91 season before 
appointing Wim Jansen’s successor. 

Ellis’ verdict was Venglos was ahead of his time as 
one of the British game's European coaches and would 
now succeed as its oldest. 

\Venglos has been at France 98 as a coaching advisor 
to FIFA but has been tempted by the opportunity to 
prove himself after what was viewed as a Villa Park 
failure eight years ago. 

The 62-year-old Slovakian, operating in a 
consultancy capacity until his work permit formalities 
are complete, takes a post that Gerard Houllier and 
Tommy Syensson rejected and Dutchman Jansen 
resigned from. 

McCann, however, is convinced his long search has 
‘come to the desired end with the appointment of a man 
on a three-year deal whose experience extends to 
guiding Czechoslovakia to the 1976 European 
Championships. 

‘It's taken us some time to identify and engage a new 


| head coach and although it's regrettable in the sense we 


would’ ve liked it to be faster, we've been successful, 
“We have the best possible candidate for Celtic at this 

time. We will not be mentioning other candidates 

because that’s not fair to them but a great deal of the 


speculation has been inaccurate. 

‘I spoke to Doug Ellis who appointed Jozef and I 
could not get him off the telephone, he was so lavish in 
his acknowledgement of his abilities and character, 

“He said Jozef was light years ahead of any other 
manager or coach that I have experienced in my long 
years as a chairman and also said he was the perfect 
gentleman,” 


Celtic) 
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AGEN:  CLOUGH'S DERBY LEAD THE WAY 


erby County’s rise to the top had been quite 
incredible and they finally made it to the 
summit this season. Brian Clough had 
beaten Don Revie's Leeds into second place 
as County finished clear of three other sides by only 
‘one point, 

The Rams’ skipper Roy McFarland missed just four 
games all season, Derby had completed their fixtures on 
May 1 with a 1-0 win over Liverpool. This put them 
ahead of Manchester City who had finished their season 
with a 2-0 win over Derby a week prior. 

‘These two results meant both Liverpool and Leeds 
had a chance of taking the title when they completed 
their matches on May 8. Liverpool drew with Arsenal at 
Highbury (0-0) to finish a point behind Derby, Leeds 
visited Wolves and found their hosts in an unforgiving 
mood, 

Ina match that Wolves had little to play for they 
defeated high-flying Leeds 2-1 — this left their midland 
rival Derby champions for the first time in its history. 

At the bottom Nottingham Forest and Huddersfield 
finished equal on points, yet the introduction of goal- 
difference rather than goal average left Huddersfield 
last. 

Division Two champions were Norwich. They drew 
their last game 1-1 with Watford, meaning Birmingham 
could not catch them. 

However, the Brum had their own battle with 
Millwall. On April 29 Millwall defeated Preston 2-0 at 
the Den leaving them in second spot. On May 2 
Birmingham visited Orient and won 1-0 to take second 
spot, and therefore promotion, from Millwall. 

Meanwhile Watford were relegated. The other 
relegation spot witnessed a real battle, On April 29 
Charlton lost 5-0 at Blackpool and Fulham gained a 
point at home to Sunderland (0-0). This left Cardiff City 
also safe (they went on to lose 0-3 at QPR on May 3): 
this meant Fulham avoided the drop, 

Aston Villa finally got the promotion out of Division 
‘Three that they were so desperately seeking. Greats like 
Charlie Aitken were part of the side that lost just two 
games at home all season and finished five points clear 
of the field. Brighton, as runners-up, also won 
promotion, Bradford and Torquay were relegated from 
Division Three, both finishing on 32 points with 
Bradford City finishing bottom. Four sides were on 36 
points. Rochdale's last day draw with Brighton (1-1) 
meant they were safe on 37 points. York's 1-0 win at 
Blackburn on April 29 meant they finished on 36 points, 
thereby having to sweat on other results, 

A combination of Tranmere's results, Mansfield’s 1-1 
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draw with Wrexham on May 1, and Barnsley’s 1-0 loss 
at Port Vale on April 29 kept York up. 

In fact, the two sides relegated were Mansfield and 
Barnsley. Tranmere had four games to go when the 
others had completed their season, they were four points 
behind on 32 points but won two of the remaining four 
games (including one away) to stay up. 

Champions of Division Four were Grimsby with 
Southend, Brentford, and Scunthorpe all promoted. 
Lincoln finished a point behind but this looked closer on 
paper than it was for Lincoln, who won 4-0 over Chester 
at home on their final day while two days later 
‘Scunthorpe lost at Newport 0-1. Bottom of the league 
were Crewe Alexandra, 

The League Cup went to Stoke. They defeated cup 
kings Chelsea in the final 2-1 in front of almost 100,000. 

Stoke played West Ham four times before going 
through, whilst Chelsea faced up against Tottenham 
twice, Both semi finals finished 5-4 on age. 

Arsenal’s road to the FA Cup at Wembley had 
included wins over Swindon, Reading, Derby (after two 
replays), Orient (the huge surprise packets of the 


tournament), and Stoke. 

Over 100,000 people once more packed Wembley. 
‘The only goal of the game, however, went to the other 
side, Leeds. They had played the ball out of defence, 
the ball came to Peter Lorimer on the half way line who 
switched it to Mick Jones on the right flank. Jones 
headed up the touchline and then cut in towards the goal 
line beating McNab in the process. He cut the ball back 
for Clarke to collect the ball with his head and it went 
into the top comer of Barnett’s goal. 

Captain Billy Bremner lifted the FA Cup for Leeds 
for the club’s first FA Cup triumph, They were joyous 
but unhappy that they had let a great chance to win the 
double slip through their grasp. 

The only European triumph for English clubs came in 
the Fairs Cup (Arsenal had lost to Ajax in the quarter 
final stage of the Champions Cup). 

Tottenham had defeated Milan in the semi-finals 
whilst Wolves were doing a similar job on Ferencvaros. 
‘The first leg of the final was at Molineux where it ended 
2-1 to Spurs. 

‘The second leg at White Hart Lane saw the game end 


1-1 so Spurs were crowned Fairs Cup champions from 
this very English affair. 

The Southern League now had 56 members, with a 
split north and south first division, Hereford made all 
the headlines this season and yet did not win a trophy. 
They were leaders of the Southern League until a host of 
cup games diverted their attention enough for 
Chelmsford City to come through and win the League. 
Hereford made it to the fourth round of the FA Cup and 
the final of the Southern League Cup. 

That final finished 2-2, the replay held over to the 
following season where Barnet defeated Hereford on 
penalties. Barnet finished fourth in the Southern 
League, and also made the FA Trophy final at Wembley, 
losing 3-0 to Stafford Rangers there. Dover finished 
third in the league and won the Kent Senior Cup for the 
second successive season, 

Poole Town avoided relegation thanks to Hereford’s 
election to the Football League. Bath City, Merthyr 
Tydfil, and Gravesend were relegated, replaced by 
Kettering Town (led by player-manager Ron Atkinson), 
Burton Albion, and Waterlooville (actually 
Portsmouth’s reserve side) and Ramsgate (the top two 
from first division south), Millionaire Jim Thompson's 
Maidstone United missed promotion by a point. 

‘orth of the border, and Celtic continued their 

domination by finishing ten points clear of 

second-placed Aberdeen. Dunfermline, East 

Fife, and Clyde battled to avoid the two 
relegation spots. 

Dunfermline’s 0-1 loss to Dundee United on the last 
day, coupled with Clyde’s goalless draw with Airdrie 
and Bast Fife’s 1-1 draw at Motherwell, left 
Dunfermline bottom. It also left Clyde as the other 
relegated team. 

Up in their place would come Dumbarton and 
Arbroath. Those two sides’ battle royale came down to 
the last day; Dumbarton lost 1-2 at home to St Mirren 
whilst Arbroath drew 1-1 at Queen of South, 

This left the two sides locked on 52 points but 
Dumbarton champions on goal-difference, Hamilton 
finished bottom of Division Two. 

The League Cup witnessed a shock result. At 
Hampden Park Celtic were soundly defeated by Partick 
Thistle 4-1. Celtic, however, made amends in the 
Scottish FA Cup Final when they flogged Hibernian 6-1 
at the same venue. 

Celtic won the Scottish double once more (doubles 
were achieved all around Europe this season), 

In Europe Rangers won the Cup Winners Cup after 
defeating Dynamo Moscow 3-2 in the final in Spain. 


ENGLAND Portsmouth 42.9 7 5 3126 96 12 284237] [PetebooU 4614 6 3 5124 3 10 10 31 4050 FIRST DIVISION 
Orient 42 12. 4. 5 32 19 2.5 14 18.4237 | | Buy 48 16 4 3 55 22 3 8 12 18.9750 NORTH 
Preston NE 4211 4 6 3221 1 6 12203796 | | CambidgeU 46 11 8 4 38.22 6 6 11 24.9848 
paul eke Cait 42.9 7.53725 17 13.19.4634 | | Colchester 4613 6 4 3625 6 4 13 92.4648 ane ih 
Fuham 42.107 4 29 20 2.3 16 16.4834 | | Doncaster 46 11 8 4 35.24 5 6 12 21.9948 | | Kenering Town a aie 
Rises Fw AWOL FADE || chanona 42.9 7.5 99.25 92 16225253 | | lingam 4611 5 7 39.24 5 8 10 25 4345 pea es Merce 
Oo eee eee ||Watord 42.5 5111525 0 4 17 9 5019| |NowonCo 4613 5 5 4205.3 15 265244 | |ChotemnamTomn 34 20 4 10 
Uvemool 4217.31 48 16 7.6 8 16 1487 DIVISION THREE Lehre en tee ne ees 4187 9 
Manchester 42 16 9 2 48 15 7 8 6 209057 Reading 46 14 3 6 3726 3.5 15 195042 | | Wetingborough Town 34 15 10 9 
Arsenal 42 15 2.4 96 13.7 6 8 222752 Sarah 98: Bit 8:27 20/4, 0110/2350 40)))-| Siourbreige 3419 14 7 
TotienhamH 42 16 3 2 45 13 310 B 182951 PWIDL FA WOLF AP) | Hertepod 481827 0 25.84 18 OO | | kegs lyn M1411 9 
Gian 2127-2 4120 65 10 17-apaq || Aseria 46.20 1 245 10 125 6 402270] |Derigon 45 9 9 5 37 24 5.2 16 27 5899 | | Cony Tom Airs 
ManchostorU 42.19 2 6 90.26 68 7 20.9648 || BrMhION BHA 4615 5 3 99 18 126 5 43.2965 46 10 11.2 3416 07 16 13.4038 | | woeton Town Sie 
Tea io 749508 84 9 spay || boumemouth 4616 6 14219 7 10 6 30 2462 NomangunT46 8.9.6 4927 44 15 216237 eatasy load ea aia ie 
wee U ioe eee 7 a iwareas |[NatsCo 4616.94 4219 9.9 5 a225e2 | |Banow 46 8 87 2328 § 3:15.17 4597 | | Baytown Sig hey ie 
See elo eco Se teivacar || RotheramU 46 12 8.9 46.25 87 8 23.2755 | | StckponCo 46 7 106 39:92 2 4 17 22552 | | Weatdsione Bee 
LoicesterC 42 9 6 6 18 11 47 10.23.3599 ae PALL ia pest comet eet Lockheed Leamington 34 15 3 16 
i AM | | Gloucester City 348 8 18 
at eee ate ce wieaeee |{PumouhA 4619.6 449.26 7 4 12.31 2850 SOUTHERN LEAGUE Seinmashbieic< 84. 808.16 
Everton = 42.8 9.42817 1.9 11.9 3135 || Was = 48.12 BS 3B 1G 8 10 10 A PREMIER LEAGUE Bletchley 7:7 2 
WBA ABM y) BBN A Rh ALD 81/28 | OMNES AB IA A)BIN 22:6 °5 18:18 SAT Dunstable Town M57 
Stoke 42.6 10.5 26.25 4 5 12 13.31.35 See ciel ia oven week PWODL FA Pis| | BanyTown 417 8 
CoventyC 42 7 104 2723 25 14 1744693 peered Chelmsford City 42 28 6 8 10946 62 
Soutarypion 42 8 5.8.31 28 42 19.21 apm || crested 48 10 5 8 25.25 8.9 12320444 | | Herr United 422412 6 68 90 60 FIRST DIVISION 
CrysialP = 424-8 29 26.31 4 5 12 13.3429 EROTSDE Ce NID See igen 2 A828 SEIT Ocuer 42 2011 11 «67 45 51 SOUTH 
NotinghamF 42.6 41125 29.2.5 14225225 ||PorVale 48 10 103 27 21S 8 15 16 S84} | | Bamet 42.217 14 8057 49 
Huddersfield T42 4 71012 22 2.6 13 15.37.25 ||Wiextam 46 105 8 39.26 6 3 16285740) | Dartiond 42 20 8 14 75 68 48 PwWOL 
HailaxT 48 11 6 6 31 22 2 6 15 17.9938 | | Weymouth 42 21.5 16 69 43 47 | | Waletlovile 159 6 
DIVISION TWO POD: Se ASHETETES LOS 28 TE IC 3257.57 | Yeo Tow 42 1611 13 67 51 47 | |RamsgateAthiec 30 14: 11'S 
York 46. 8 87 32.22 44 15 25.4426 | | Haingdon Borough 42:20 6 16 G4 58 46 | | Maidstone United 30 14 10 6 
PWOLEAWDL EF Apy || TameeR 499.7735 19 13184196 | | Margate BP ia teed estas tel CARN TOR iieiseal 
NmwenG) SSNS O 4b 1656-7 6-20e0e7. || Maen 48 © 12.8 10.26:9'8 1222557 98) | Wentladon 42 19 7 16 75 64 45 | |MotropoltanPoico 90 15.3 12 
Bimingham 4215 6.0 46.14 4125 141750 ||oumsey 46.6 107 2990 9 8 12 9 46 | | Romi 42 18 13 13. 54 49 45 | | Tonbidge 129 9 
Miwa 4214709817 510.6 29 2955 ||vomayU 46 8 6 8315) 2 6 tS | | Suto 42 20 5 17 71 65 45 | | Bexley United 144 12 
PR 421641399 4107 181954 |[ORMOUS 46.8 89272 5 2 16 184532 | | Tots United ag AB -TN7 atleB Aa) LoempapenaTon 6 14 4 12 
Nuneaton Borough 42 16 10 16 45 47 42 | | Andover 
Bango 220.318 84 Wear oea? PUES Uae BedocTom $2 18.917 59.60 41 | |AiodTom 30 12 4 14 
Bumey 4213.4 4 43.22 7 2 12.27 33.45 Worcester City 42.17 7 18 46 57 41 | | Salsbuy 90 107 13 
Bisiol 4214.8 4 43.22 47 10 1827 46 BeW.OIE SE AW OLLE APE | | Canbxiige Oly 42 12 14 16 68 71 58 | | Winchester City 0 107 13 
Metiesboughae te 413111 9-4 14 tearae || ommsbyT 4616 32 61 25 104 9 27.9063 | | Fokesione 42 14-7 21 58 64 35 | | Hastings Unied 90 107 13 
CarisleU 42.12. 6 3 38 22 5 3 19 23.95.43 || SouendU 46 18 2 3 5626 6 10 7 252960 | | Poole Town 42 9 11 22 41 72 29 | | Trowbndge Town 908 7 15 
cee mies a ese wise |/oemod 4616255221 89 6 242359! | san ciy 42 11 4 27 45 86 26 | | Canterbury City 30.7 B15 
Feet eto e ema a ata teazas || Semmfore 461982015 95 9 222287 | | wertye Tye 42 7 8 27 29.93 22 | | Woodiord Town 9 4 6 20 
Seer a 8 Gobo o10 8 182806 |[timeonc 46.17 8 1.45.15 4.9 1091 4456 | | Gravesend Nomhtoot 42 5 6 41 30110 18 
SW Te aoe a ete woes |(Womingion 46 1292947 4109 162751 
Orford 4210.83 208 17 2.6 19 15.308 ||SOt 48 15 8 3 4B 21-9 9 11 18-2550 


SCOTLAND 
DIVISION ONE 
Ae PWOLEA Po 
te 27 ap | | cote 34 28 4 2 96 28 60 
3 stag | | Aberdeen 34 21 8 5 80 26 50 
& 6 ag | | Rangers 3421 2 11 71 98 44 
ma ao | |tibemian M4196 9 62:34 44 
to a2 40 | | one 3414197 59-38 44 
@ ae | |teats 3419-19 8 53 49 39 
7 38 29 | | Patek T 34 12 10 12 53 54 34 
a ge. gp | | Stdohnstone 34 12 8 14 52 58 32 
se ag ag | | Dundeeu M4127 15 55 70 31 
irae 33 | | Moterwot M411 7 16 49 69 29 
St ae ag | | Kilmarnock 34 11 6 17 49 64 28 
nae a | (ate 34-9 10 15 40 58 28 
desen_ 2a | | Mero” 34 10 7 17 48 82 27 
ay 0 20 | | Fak 3410.7 17 44 60 27 
% 70 21 | | Aiio B47 12:15 44 76 26 
gee ay | | Eastfile 34 5 15 14 94 61 25 
meg | |cide 347 10:17 33 66 24 
Dunfermline A 347 9 18 31 50 23 
DIVISION TWO 
Pettis) PWOL FA Pis 
40 22 39 | | Dumbarton 36 24 4 8 8951 52 
42 27 39 | | artroath 96 22.8 6 7141 52 
48 28 38 | | siting A 96 216 7 75 37 50 
67 85 95 | | st Mirren 36 24 2 10 84 47 50 
48 41 33.) | Cowdenbeath 36 1910 7 69 26 48 
37 34 33-| | sranraer 36 18 8 10 70 62 44 
52 48 $2) | Queen of South 36 17 9 10 56 98 49 
7 38 2 | |e stiting 36 17 7 12 60 58 41 
82 34 31 | | Clydebank 36 1411 11 60 52 39 
43-48 28 | | Montrose 36 15 6 15 73 54 36 
45 44 27 | | path R 36 13 8 15 56 56 94 
40 47 27 | | Queen's Park 36 12 9 15 47 61 33 
2842 27 | | Berwick R 36 14 4 18 53 50 92 
41 49 23 | | stenhousemuir 36 10 8 18 41 88 28 
39°56 22 | | Brechin c 36 8 7 21 41 79 23 
2252 14 
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Peru-M ystical Country 


{tly Impossible to imagine a tore itnpleing scene solic the gods, 


ION 
t peri 


